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Friends and Members of the Presbytery of

South Louisiana,

This past month has been very exciting for me.

On March 15th I left Baton Rouge for a 10-day

Continuing Education Event led by the Synod of

the Sun in Cuba. I had expected to discover a
part of GodΩs church that was oppressed and

struggling for life in a difficult society. What I

discovered was very surprising. The church in

Cuba is alive and well. The church in Cuba is

growing as it is led by a group of inspired pastors

and lay leaders. The church in Cuba does

struggle with a society that more or less chooses

to ignore the church while making it difficult for the

church to survive. In many ways, the church in

Cuba resembles the first century church in a world

that attempts to ignore or suppress the Gospel.

IΩd like to share with you all one experience from

this trip. On Sunday, March 21, I had the privilege

of preaching at the First Presbyterian Church of
San Antonio do los Baños. It was a wonderful

experience. For those of you who donΩt know, I

was surprised to discover that this was not the
church of the rest room [baños], but instead

referred to an earlier time when the stream

running through the town was the home of baths
[baños] in the river.

This congregation had six members with three

attendees when the pastor arrived around 16

years earlier. Now, the sanctuary, which seats

around 100, is filled to overflowing on a regular

basis. And as the service progressed I observed

people, walking by and hearing the enthusiastic

singing and responsive liturgy, peering into the

window to see what was happening.

I can tell you that this congregation will continue to

grow.

But there are challenges as well. Most of the

pastors in the Presbyterian Church of Cuba earn

Around $1,200 to $1,500 annually. On this salary

they are able to modestly feed their families but

there is no chance to move ahead. Their

retirement will most likely be later in life and

supported by the greater church.

Congregations are not allowed to buy additional

property for new buildings. Expansion is nearly

impossible unless you are adding another story to

your existing building. For example, at San
Antonio do los Baños, the congregation wanted

the pastor to have a study. They began by

building a stairway to the roof of one of the

classrooms beside the courtyard. In a few years

walls and a roof had been built and the pastor now

has a comfortable study for counseling and

sermon preparation. Creativity is the word for this

church.

Friends, I would love to share more. The

Presbytery of South Louisiana has a mission

partnership with the Matanzas Presbytery in Cuba.

We need to recognize this and think about ways

we can learn from and with our partners.

Shalom,

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter

P.S. Jerry Van Marter of the Presbyterian News

Service was a participant on this Continuing

Education journey. You can read his stories at:

www.pcusa.org/pcnews/.

April 2010

A mural painted on a wall outside of the First Presbyterian 
Church of San Antonio do los Baños in Cuba
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MISSION STATEMENT:
In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit

We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members, 
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
well as to the larger Church, and

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:
The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the 

shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200)

The Projector has been found and is at the 

Presbytery Office!

PLEASE NOTE:

The Presbyteryôs website: 

www.pbysouthla.org is currently under 

construction.  We will have a new and  

improved  site to debut very soon.  The 

website is functional, but some 

information may be sparse for the time 

being.  Please look for an email update 

announcing the all new and improved 

website for the PSL.

http://www.pbysouthla.org/


4

So, how are you doing? Did you take on

any extra practices or disciplines for lent?

This year, in addition to my ongoing daily

disciplines, I committed to re-reading The

Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren and

journaling daily. I also determined to fast

for two meals a week, and send the

money I saved on food to Haiti and Chile. I

have done pretty well, though I have not

been perfect. I have had to ñrescheduleòa

few times, especially with meals I forgot to

miss! Many of my church leaders share a

similar report; for one reason or another, a

few times they did not engage in the

practices they promised to do. So, we

keep reminding ourselves that the

important thing is not just performing a

religious duty, but that we are more

serious and intentional about our spiritual

growth, our relationship to the Living Lord!

Our relationship to those around us, who

have not yet experienced the grace of

Christ, depends on it!

My desire as Moderator of Council this

year is to help our presbytery become

stronger and healthier. My prayer is that

each of our congregations will be used by

the Holy Spirit to bless their neighbors and

be instruments of reconciliation to God

and the world. May the energy of Easter,

that brought again our Lord Jesus from the

dead, awaken us and empower us to

witness in such a way that our worlds are

turned upside down (which really means

right side up)!

By John Blewitt, Moderator of Presbytery Council

ñHoware you doing with your spiritual habits?òThat is a question that I raise consistently with the

elders and other spiritual leaders in our congregation. I also encourage those leaders to raise that

question to me. We hold each other accountable. We do not do it in a judgmental or negative

way. Rather, it is done for mutual encouragement. We have come to realize that if our spiritually

yearning, institutionally alienated neighbors are going to believe that the Good News we proclaim

can make a difference in their lives, they must experience authentic spirituality in us!
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LISA WEBB

Hello from the Andrew House on Franklin Ave.  I am Lisa Webb and I 

am one of the Young Adult Volunteers serving the Presbytery of South 

Louisiana.  I am originally from Fayetteville, AR, but I spent some time 

in Los Angeles earning a degree and swimming out in the workforce for 

a bit.  Having done some Katrina recovery work in Mississippi, the YAV 

Program of PSL seemed like the perfect place for a gal desperate to 

leave L.A. and looking for year of service.  God has been calling me to 

service for a while now, so this year has been a long time coming.

I am serving at Project Homecoming as a Construction Assistant and I 

am about to finish a home in the Hollygrove neighborhood.  I am finally 

starting to feel like I can really build things!  For example, when I tear 

down a wall or pull up some tile, I can say with confidence, ñThrow me 

some volunteers and we can get this fixed up in no time.ò  Thank 

goodness for volunteers; Project Homecoming would be lost without 

them.  Iôd love for ñregularò folks to come by a worksite and see what 

happens. If you havenôt volunteered yet, you should!  Thanks for all 

your support!

~Lisa
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Administrative Personnel Association 
Of the Presbyterian Church USA

www.pcusa-apa.org

Secretaries ǒAdministrative Assistants ǒOffice/Church Administrators ǒ

Receptionist/Bookkeepers ǒOther Administrative Staff 

Come experience APA!
Worship and Overview of the Administrative Personnel Association 

Certification Program 

and Luncheon

April 16, 2010

9:00a.m.-1:00p.m.

Broadmoor Presbyterian Church

9340 Florida Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, LA

RSVP by April 7, 2010

Dianne Boan, SW Region Treasurer

504-888-1375 office  504-779-5823 Gax 504-432-4304 Cell

dpb@johncalvinchurch.org

4201 TransontinentalDr.

Metairie LA 70006

http://www.pcusa-apa.org/
http://www.pcusa-apa.org/
http://www.pcusa-apa.org/
mailto:dpb@johncalvinchurch.org
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Have you ever been asked by a non-presbyterian friend, ñWhatis this Session thing?òAnd did you answer, ñThe

session of a particular church is the governing body responsible for the mission and government of that church. ñ

Oh, how much more you could have said!

To accomplish this mission, the Book of Order provides for many sessional responsibilities and powers, as

outlined in Chapter X of the Book of Order.

Dull reading, you might say. OR Gifts from God for the People of God, people called by God in service to Godôs

Kingdom. Have you looked lately, at G-10.0102?

If you are currently an active elder, a must read!

If you are an inactive officer, or a congregational member who has never served on a

sessionðthis is for you as well.

For as you read the list of responsibilities of sessions, you will be reading about the whole scope

of church.

Dull reading, you might say. ñManagementof the property,òñadministration of the . . . staff,òñcarryingout the

instructions of the higher governing bodies.ò

What is Not Dull Reading is the description provided in G-6.0304, a.

ñItis the duty of elders, individually and jointly, to strengthen and nurture the faith and life of the congregation

committed to their charge. Together with the pastor, they should

Encourage the people in the worship and service of God,

Equip and renew them for their tasks within the church and for their mission in the world,

ñVisit and comfort and care for the peopleò

Encourage, Equip, Renew, Visit, Comfort, Careðall for the purpose of furthering Godôs Kingdom.     

WOW! What a blessing a session can be.

And the Book of Orderða treasure in our midst!

(A Gentle Reminder, G-10.0103

A). The pastor of the church shall be the moderator of the session and the session shall

not meet without the pastor except as . . . provided.

B).  When a church is without a pastor, the moderator of the session shall be the minister 

appointed for that purpose by the presbytery, or a minister of the same presbytery invited 

by the session to preside on a particular occasion.  When it is impossible for such a 

minister to attend, the session may elect one of  its own members to preside. ) 

Barbara Hoffman, COM Moderator
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One weekend ïIntro Camp     April 30 ï(Friday ïSunday)

Intro Camp Campground 1stï2nd Graders

(grade completed 2010)

$94

Camp Agape 2010
A Mission of the Presbytery of South Louisiana

Come and Discover What

òYou Are Gifted: Unwrapping Your Divine 
Potentialó Is All About

Jesus Power for Daily Living

Agape is the New Testament word for the unconditional love of God

Registration Mailing Address

Camp Agape

Broadmoor Presbyterian Church

9340 Florida Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA 70815

225/924-4271

One Week ïThree Camps (Sunday ïSaturday)

Explorer Camp Campground 3rdï5th Grades
(grade completed 2010)

$330

Senior Camp Glencoe Cottages 6th -8th Grades
(grade completed 2010)

$356

Wrangler camp Log Cabin 9thï12th Grades
(grade completed 2010)

$400

Back this year!
Iceberg and Horses
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Our Facilities
The Feliciana Retreat Center is a year-round camp and conference

center operated by the Presbytery of South Louisiana, near Norwood,

Louisiana. The facilities include 11 cabins, 4 cottages, a lodge, a log

cabin, a natural swimming area called ñTheDipò,Dunn Lake for

canoeing, hiking trails, an outdoor lakeside chapel, an archery range, a

challenge course, and a rock wall with zip line, all set on 219 acres of

beautiful pine and hardwood forest. Our large facility enables our camps

to come together for joint activities such as worship and to disperse for

independent activities without interference with the other camps. It is an

inspiring setting for a Christian camp experience. Both Explorer and

Senior campers will have the on site opportunity to ride horses. Visit

www.felicianaretreat.org to see pictures.

General Information

What are òIntro Campó, òCamp Agapeó, and òWrangler Campó?

ñIntroCampòis a weekend of ñintroductionòto camping for 1st and 2nd graders (grade

completed in 2010) to help prepare them for the excitement of full summer camp. Parents and

grandparents are invited to attend the camp at the same tuition. Parents stay in a different part

of the campground and can enjoy their own choice of activities or observe some of the childrenôs

activities.

ñCampAgapeòis a week of exciting adventures for 3rd-8th graders (grade completed in

2010) in Godôsgreat and beautiful outdoors. Younger and older children will be at camp

simultaneously but stay in separate facilities and will have separate activities most of the time.

3rd-5th graders will enjoy ñExplorerCampòwhile 6th-8th graders will experience the excitement of

ñSeniorCampò.

ñWranglerCampòis our equestrian camp. A limited number of senior highs will have the

opportunity to learn and work with horses while growing in faith. Wrangler camp will utilize

different facilities than Camp Agape at the Feliciana Retreat Center.

Why go to camp?
Summer camp is an exciting adventure for young people. By being away from home

and experiencing the thrills of Godôsnatural wonders, young peoplesôheightened senses make them

more open than ever to learningðespecially in the area of spiritual growth. The entire camp, with its

woods and water and wildlife, becomes a ñlivingtheateròfor dramatically experiencing the truths of

the Bible. Among Presbyterians, some 52% of pastors and 42% of elders report that ñoneparticular

learning or spiritual experience that had great significance in shaping (my) Christian lifeòoccurred at

a camp, conference, or retreat. This is over double the next largest category (which is church

school) (Presbyterians Today, Nov. 2003, p.7). In one week of camp, a child has as much spiritual

learning time as in six months of Sunday School if the child has perfect attendance in those six

months. In addition to spiritual learning, the campers grow in self-confidence and social skills, and

learn about nature. They also meet new friends and have lots and lots of fun!

http://www.felicianaretreat.org/
http://www.felicianaretreat.org/
http://www.felicianaretreat.org/
http://www.felicianaretreat.org/
http://www.felicianaretreat.org/
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What can my child expect at òCampAgapeó?

Explorer boys will stay in cabins at the Feliciana Retreat Center campground which have

electricity, ventilation fans, and bunk beds. Explorer girls will stay in the newly air conditioned Murf B.

The campground has a central shower house, picnic tables and fire circles. The Senior campers will

stay in the air conditioned Glencoe Cottages. Campers will be grouped in the cabins and cottages with

others in their age range and grade in school. Each cabin and cottage will have a counselor and may

also have a counselor aide. The Wranglers will stay in the air conditioned Log Cabin with their

counselors.

Each age group will enjoy age appropriate activities that may include swimming, hiking,

canoeing, horses, rock wall and zip line, challenge course, archery, crafts, drama, nature activities,

cookouts, service projects and campfires. Explorers and Seniors will be together for some activities,

such as meals and worship. Daily Bible study, prayer and worship will be a central part of every

camperôsexperience. Our theme this year is òYou Are Gifted : Unwrapping Your Divine
Potential ó. Each day there will be an ñAgapeòproject that teaches campers to live rather than merely

talk about Christôslove. Some of the weekôshighlights may include:

*Group-building on the Challenge course

*Community singing and a talent show

*Trip to a nursing home or Veteransôhome

*Invitation to accept Christ as Lord, for those who

havenôtdone so

*Celebration of the LordôsSupper

By the end of the week the campers have many new

friends.

The health and safety of our campers are monitored and maintained at all times and are central

to all the planning and activities at camp. Camp programs are not without risk, but with careful

attention to safety procedures and a mature, experienced, trained staff, we minimize that risk while still

offering a fun and challenging program. A background check is conducted on every staff member. An

adult certified life guard will be present during swimming and canoeing and a nurse is on site at all

times. Before your child comes to camp a health examination by a physician is required. All activities

with the horses will be supervised by an experienced equestrian camp director. Our cabin counselors

and camp staff are recruited from Presbyterian churches throughout the Presbytery and many are

ordained elders and ministers. Our camper to counselor ratio has averaged about six to one, which is

better than the American Camping Association recommended ratio and better than found at most

camps.

Health and Safety
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Where is camp located?

Feliciana Retreat Center

10274 Highway 422

Norwood, Louisiana, LA  70761

225-683-9420

(Please do not mail applications to this address)

How do I register my child?

Complete the application form and mail it with the camp fee to Camp Agape at the address 

on the front cover.  Do not send your registration to the retreat center.   Do not send cash.

Full fees must be sent in advance.  Important: Make your check payable to Broadmoor

Presbyterian Church with Camp Agape on the memo line.  The form must be signed by a 

parent and the camperôs pastor or religious leader. After your application is received you will 

be sent a packet containing a health form, information about what to bring, and directions to 

the Retreat Center.  The deadline to register for Intro Camp is April 13, 2010 and the 

deadline to register for Camp Agape is May 18, 2010.  Note:  The completed medical 

examination form signed by your doctor is required to attend Camp Agape and Wrangler 

camp.  Allow time to schedule the examination.  When our capacity is reached we will cut 

off registration and establish a waiting list. Register early to avoid disappointment



Every Camper musthave a Religious Leader/Sponsorôs 

Signature

Church Name:_______________________________________

___________________________________________________

Religious Leader/Sponsorôs Signature and title

Parents will be notified in case of illness by the Director and/or the Nurse.

Emergency Phone Numbers (other than home phone): ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Please Print)(Parentõs Name)First Last Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please Print) (Guardianõs Name)First Last Date

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Please Sign)

A medical form, youth covenant, and additional information will be mailed to you upon receipt of the application.
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Camp Agape 2010 Application

Detach and mail with payment to: Camp Agape, Broadmoor Presbyterian Church, 9340 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA  70815

PLEASE PRINT

Camperôs Name: _______________________________________________________________M_______ F______

Last First

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street/Box                                           City/State                                      Zip Code

Home Telephone: (________) ________________________ Date of Birth ______________________________Age _______

Area Code

Cell phone: (______)____________________E-mail address:_________________________

Grade COMPLETED in 2010 _____________ Would like to room with : _________________________________________

Payment Due: Intro $94 ______ Explorer $330 ______ Senior $356 ______ Wrangler $400 ______  

Enclosed is the full camp tuition from: My Church $_______________ My Family $______________

(Both fees are due at the same time.)

Make checks payable to BroadmoorPresbyterian Church and Send with Application.  Be sure to write Camp Agape on the memo 

line!

NOTES: 1. The Sacrament of the 

Lordôs Supper will be served on 

Friday evening in the resident camps.

2. This form gives permission to use 

pictures from camp for future camp 

publicity.

3.  This form gives permission to go 

on short offsite field trips.
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Wrangler Camp

Wrangler Camp is an opportunity for Senior Highs to learn about horses

while growing in faith. Each wrangler will be assigned a horse to care for,

learn to saddle and to ride. Wranglers will stay in the air conditioned Log

Cabin and eat their meals at the Lodge. Activities will be separate from

Camp Agape and will include swimming, the challenge course, climbing

wall and zip line. Each day wranglers will engage in Bible study and a

service project. The number of wranglers is set by the number of

horses and is limited. Early registration is recommended.

What the campers said about Camp Agape:

ñI liked the swimming and the caring people.ò

ñI will remember all the friends I made and how much

fun I had.ò

ñI liked horse back riding best.ò

ñAgape love is strong and cool!ò

ñI learned some Bible stories.ò

éand Camp Agape is fun!

Mission

The Mission of the Presbytery of South Louisiana is to witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ; promote, resource and celebrate the 

witness of our member churches; and support, strengthen and encourage our church professionals.

The Great Ends of the Church

The great ends of the church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual 

fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social 

righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of heaven to the world.

Revised 2/22/10

Why your kids should go to Camp Agape


