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A mural painted on a wall outside of the First Presbyterian
Church of San Antonio do los Bafios in Cuba

Friends and Members of the Presbytery of
South Louisiana,

This past month has been very exciting for me.
On March 15" | left Baton Rouge for a 10-day
Continuing Education Event led by the Synod of
the Sun in Cuba. | had expected to discover a
part of GodQ church that was oppressed and
struggling for life in a difficult society. What |
discovered was very surprising. The church in
Cuba is alive and well. The church in Cuba is
growing as it is led by a group of inspired pastors
and lay leaders. The church in Cuba does
struggle with a society that more or less chooses
to ignore the church while making it difficult for the
church to survive. In many ways, the church in
Cuba resembles the first century church in a world
that attempts to ignore or suppress the Gospel.

I@ like to share with you all one experience from
this trip. On Sunday, March 21, | had the privilege
of preaching at the First Presbyterian Church of
San Antonio do los Bafos. It was a wonderful
experience. For those of you who don® know, |
was surprised to discover that this was not the
church of the rest room [bafios], but instead
referred to an earlier time when the stream
running through the town was the home of baths
[bafos] in the river.

April 2010

This congregation had six members with three
attendees when the pastor arrived around 16
years earlier. Now, the sanctuary, which seats
around 100, is filled to overflowing on a regular
basis. And as the service progressed | observed
people, walking by and hearing the enthusiastic
singing and responsive liturgy, peering into the
window to see what was happening.

| can tell you that this congregation will continue to
grow.

But there are challenges as well. Most of the
pastors in the Presbyterian Church of Cuba earn
Around $1,200 to $1,500 annually. On this salary
they are able to modestly feed their families but
there is no chance to move ahead. Their
retirement will most likely be later in life and
supported by the greater church.

Congregations are not allowed to buy additional
property for new buildings. Expansion is nearly
impossible unless you are adding another story to
your existing building. For example, at San
Antonio do los Bafios, the congregation wanted
the pastor to have a study. They began by
building a stairway to the roof of one of the
classrooms beside the courtyard. In a few years
walls and a roof had been built and the pastor now
has a comfortable study for counseling and
sermon preparation. Creativity is the word for this
church.

Friends, | would love to share more. The
Presbytery of South Louisiana has a mission
partnership with the Matanzas Presbytery in Cuba.
We need to recognize this and think about ways
we can learn from and with our partners.

Shalom,
Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter

P.S. Jerry Van Marter of the Presbyterian News
Service was a participant on this Continuing
Education journey. You can read his stories at:
WWw.pcusa.org/pchews/.
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o GREAT NEWS!
The Projector has been found and is at the
Presbytery Office! ]
\_/

PLEASE NOTE:
The Presbyteryobs I/t e :CONTENTS

www.pbysouthla.org is currently under oA ;
construction. We will have a new and
improved site to debut very soon. The R .

website is functional, but some Calendar 18
information may be sparse for the time Camp Agape 11-16
being. Please look for an email update coM =

announcing the all new and improved
website for the PSL.
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MISSION STATEMENT:
In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit
We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Ministégmbers,
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;
We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
well as to the larger Church, and
We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:

The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the

shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of
Heaven to the world. (Book of Order150200)
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Trangforming Journey

By John Blewitt, Moderator of Presbytery Council

i H oanre you doing with your spiritual h a b i That? @ question that | raise consistently with the
elders and other spiritual leaders in our congregation. | also encourage those leaders to raise that
guestion to me. We hold each other accountable. We do not do it in a judgmental or negative
way. Rather, it is done for mutual encouragement. We have come to realize that if our spiritually
yearning, institutionally alienated neighbors are going to believe that the Good News we proclaim
can make a difference in their lives, they must experience authentic spirituality in us!

So, how are you doing? Did you take on
any extra practices or disciplines for lent?
This year, in addition to my ongoing daily
disciplines, | committed to re-reading The
Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren and
journaling daily. | also determined to fast
for two meals a week, and send the
money | saved on food to Haiti and Chile. |
have done pretty well, though | have not
been perfect. | have hadtofir esc ha& d u |
few times, especially with meals | forgot to
miss! Many of my church leaders share a
similar report; for one reason or another, a
few times they did not engage in the
practices they promised to do. So, we
keep reminding ourselves that the
important thing is not just performing a
religious duty, but that we are more
serious and intentional about our spiritual
growth, our relationship to the Living Lord!
Our relationship to those around us, who
have not yet experienced the grace of
Christ, depends on it!

My desire as Moderator of Council this
year is to help our presbytery become
stronger and healthier. My prayer is that
each of our congregations will be used by
the Holy Spirit to bless their neighbors and
be instruments of reconciliation to God
and the world. May the energy of Easter,
that brought again our Lord Jesus from the
dead, awaken us and empower us to
witness in such a way that our worlds are
turned upside down (which really means
right side up)!




Weet PAV’s!

Hello from the Andrew House on Franklin Ave. | am Lisa Webb and |
am one of the Young Adult Volunteers serving the Presbytery of South
Louisiana. | am originally from Fayetteville, AR, but | spent some time
in Los Angeles earning a degree and swimming out in the workforce for
a bit. Having done some Katrina recovery work in Mississippi, the YAV
Program of PSL seemed like the perfect place for a gal desperate to
leave L.A. and looking for year of service. God has been calling me to
service for a while now, so this year has been a long time coming.

| am serving at Project Homecoming as a Construction Assistant and |

am about to finish a home in the Hollygrove neighborhood. | am finally
starting to feel like | can really build things! For example, when | tear
down a wall or pull up some til e,
some volunteers and we can get thi
goodness for volunteers; Project Homecoming would be lost without

t hem. |l 6d | ove for fAregularo folk
happens. | f you havenét volunteere
your support!

~Lisa
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Administrative Personnel A

Of the Presbyterian Church USA
WWW.pcusaapa.org

Secretarie® Administrative AssistanisOffice/Church Administrator§
Receptionist/BookkeepetsOther Administrative Staff

Come experience APA!

Worship and Overview of the Administrative Personnel Association
Certification Program
and Luncheon

April 16, 2010

9:00a.m1:00p.m.
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church

9340 Florida Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA

RSVP by April 7, 2010
DianneBoan SW Region Treasurer
5048881375 office 504795823Gax 5044324304 Cell

dpb@johncalvinchurch.org
4201 TransontinentaDr.
Metairie LA 70006
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coMmunity Y,

Have you ever been asked by a non-presbyterian friend, i Wh B this Sessiont h i nAn@ did you answer, A T h e
session of a particular church is the governing body responsible for the mission and government of that church. fi
Oh, how much more you could have said!

To accomplish this mission, the Book of Order provides for many sessional responsibilities and powers, as
outlined in Chapter X of the Book of Order.

Dull reading, you might say. OR Gifts from God for the People of God, people called by God in serviceto Go d 6 s
Kingdom. Have you looked lately, at G-10.0102?

If you are currently an active elder, a must read!

If you are an inactive officer, or a congregational member who has never served on a
sessiond this is for you as well.

For as you read the list of responsibilities of sessions, you will be reading about the whole scope
of church.

Dull reading, you might say. i Ma n a g eofnteenptr o p efratinyinjstbation of the . . . st afi € a © royt tha g
instructions of the higher governing bodies.o

What is Not Dull Reading is the description provided in G-6.0304, a.

fi listthe duty of elders, individually and jointly, to strengthen and nurture the faith and life of the congregation
committed to their charge. Together with the pastor, they should

Encourage the people in the worship and service of God,
Equip and renew them for their tasks within the church and for their mission in the world,

fVisit and comfort and care forthep e o p | e 0

Encourage, Equip, Renew, Visit, Comfort,Cared al | f or the purpose of furth
WOW! What a blessing a session can be.
And the Book of Orderd atreasure in our midst!

(A Gentle Reminder, G-10.0103

A). The pastor of the church shall be the moderator of the session and the session shall
not meet without the pastor except as . . . provided.

B). When a church is without a pastor, the moderator of the session shall be the minister

appointed for  that purpose by the presbytery, or a minister of the same presbytery invite - ,.
by the session to preside on a particular occasion. When it is impossible for such a [’l

minister to attend, the session may elect one of its own members to preside. )

7 1
Barbara Hoffman, COM Moderator



Presbytery of South Louisiana

LeaderShip workShops Transforming Church Journey
With Tom Bandy Deeper

Topics may include demographic interpretation, F | &Further
outreach, mentoring and small group multiplication.
psldeeperfurther.org

Southwest Region Workshop Baton Rouge Region Workshop
Saturday, April 17,2010 Monday, April 19, 2010
9am- 12 pm 6 -9 pm
Grace Presbyterian Church Faith Presbyterian Church
518 Roselawn Blvd. 9340 Old Hammond Hwy.
Lgfq_sfette, LA 70503 Baton Rouge, LA 70815
Coffee and h'ght refreshments Provided. Meal provided for $8.00 or donation.

Email a]]je@pslrecover}n org to
register by April 16.

The deeper we go in the mystery of Christ, and the further we go in the mission of Christ,

the more our congregations will @FOW in membership, outreach, and stewardship.

MISSIONINSITE (1[I ——

ImPorting e Stondard in Church Demagrapnioo

Deeper
Presbytery of South Louisiana P GFurther

Mission InSite Opportunities

S5ign Up to Use Demographics Tools

Sign up at missioninsite_com using our agency
account number, 2FXAE. More detailed instructions
can be found at psldeeperfurther.org.

Online Training
Available within the Mission Insite system and alse

soon at psldeeperfurther. org. and d:efurrh €F we go in the mission of Christ,

The CEEEPEI’ we Eo in the mystery of Christ,

Hands-0On Training the more our congregations will Jrow

10am April &, Baton Rouge ) . .
7pm April 6, New Orleans in membership, cutreach, and stewardship.

ipm April 12, Lafayette
Please allie@pslrecovery.org to register or to

request more dates and locations. Learn more and join the email list at

Congregant Plot Analysis psldeeperfurther.org

Available for a limited number of congregations.
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C:F—E;me To An Exquisite

oy, 163t

Friday Eve. m: M S I E
April 23rd ’q - 9:30 PM
Evant Lod By Yolann Arderson
Autho the 1,197 5“? SDIH(
Mational \:n?kthup Leader and Owner of ngs And ions

Invite all your FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS of all ages, all beliefs...
Young Life, Emmaus, Cursillo, Via De Christo, Kairos, and Chrysallis, Participants
to a Genuine Unique New Ole Fashion  Sing--q-, ong.

T PURPOSE: Experience an environment where people feel like
d participating without fear or intimidation. A chance to invite your
friends and neighbors to experience the excitement of a JOYFUL type of Spiritual experience
and fun without being religious! We will sing favorites from the Beatles to Best Of Folk and your
favorite songs from your retreat experience and younger camping days. Ler’s ger rogether o
sing our hearts out with songs everyone actually likes 1o sing out of the 1,175 SONGS" Song-
bhook. We use songs easy o sing and play, and are in the right key with simple chords.

Bring: Instruments if you play one and especially dyaur Voice

because in this kind of environment.. Ei Fﬂf‘fbﬂdf an Sing even if you
don't think you can.. I gquarantee it. Lavn frdernsor

In THE BATON ROUGE GREATER AREA

CALL FOR DETAILS AT: 225-275-7393

“\Qongjest” Friday. Eve April 23rd at 6:45 pm:

Faith Presbyterian Church
12855 Old Hammond ng;hway
Baton Rouge 7081

------------J




";:I:;:shop '

Ernnrpfrirsizancg Flc At OF Pretrorpafioen L oS iy

saturd ay M Scng and Oftfier Sitogations
ﬂ,p]‘i] 24th WrE TAHRE THE FEAR
AT OF LEABDERSHIFP

Evant Led By Yoldni Anderson

9:45 AM - 3:30 PM

Author of the 1,197 Sanf w
Mational Waorkshop Leader and Owner of ngs And ions

INCREASE INVOLVEMENT!
EVERYEODY CAN DARTICIDATE AND EVEN SING .- WORKSHOD
. Experience the fun of "learning Song Leading dynamics by actually experiencing it.”

- Unveil the behind the scene secrets of creating a free flowing asymmetrical
type of environment in which participation and communication is at an optimum.

. Also learn how to use your voice without microphones and to not so-called “ose
your voice. To sing even if you don't think you can, without trying to sing.

« Learn how not to “burn out.” Experience “no fear” leadership. Sharihg vs. Performing

L ed by Yohann Anderson, this popular "SingShop" has unfeashed a movement within
camps, renewal groups, schools, churches, efc. to blend the message and medium
into one experience. Great for all situations whether it involves music or not. If you
are a teacher, preacher, song leader, counselor, etc... you will become a better one.

In THE BATON ROUGE GREATER AREA

“§ing Shop” Saturday April 24th at 9:45 AM- 3:30 PM:

Broadmoor Presbyterian Church
9340 Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70815

o
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Camp Agape 2010

A Mission of the Presbytery of South Louisiana

Come and Discover What

oYou Are Gifted: Unwrapping Your Divine
Pot ents iad:t O

Jesus Power for Daily Living

One weekend i Intro Camp  April 307 (Friday i Sunday)

Intro Camp Campground 1sti 2nd Graders $94
(grade completed 2010)

One Week i Three Camps (Sunday i Saturday)

Explorer Camp Campground 3d 7 5t Grades $330
(grade completed 2010)

Senior Camp Glencoe Cottages 6th -8th Grades $356
(grade completed 2010)

Wrangler camp Log Cabin oth 1 12th Grades $400
(grade completed 2010)

Back this year!
Iceberg and Horses

Agape is the New Testament word for the unconditional love of God

Registration Mailing Address

Camp Agape

Broadmoor Presbyterian Church
9340 Florida Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA 70815
225/924-4271

11



General Information

What are olntro Campé, o0Camp Agaped, and OWrang

il nCampi®a weekend of ii nt r o doucampingfordst and 2™ graders (grade
completed in 2010) to help prepare them for the excitement of full summer camp. Parents and
grandparents are invited to attend the camp at the same tuition. Parents stay in a different part
of the campground and can enjoy their own choice of activities or observe some ofthec hi | dr e |
activities.

i Ca mPpg a p is a week of exciting adventures for 39-8t graders (grade completed in
2010) in Go d @reat and beautiful outdoors. Younger and older children will be at camp
simultaneously but stay in separate facilities and will have separate activities most of the time.
3rd-5t graders will enjoy fi E x p | Coarmepwhile 6-8t graders will experience the excitement of
i Se ndaomp O

i Wr a n & la enpi®our equestrian camp. A limited number of senior highs will have the
opportunity to learn and work with horses while growing in faith. Wrangler camp will utilize
different facilities than Camp Agape at the Feliciana Retreat Center.

Why go to camp?

Summer camp is an exciting adventure for young people. By being away from home
and experiencing the thrills of G o d @atural wonders, young p e o p heglstehed senses make them
more open than ever to learningd especially in the area of spiritual growth. The entire camp, with its
woods and water and wildlife, becomes a i | i ¥ h a gforedramatically experiencing the truths of
the Bible. Among Presbyterians, some 52% of pastors and 42% of elders report that i o rpa&rticular
learning or spiritual experience that had great significance in shaping (my) Christian | i 6ceudred at
a camp, conference, or retreat. This is over double the next largest category (which is church
school) (Presbyterians Today, Nov. 2003, p.7). In one week of camp, a child has as much spiritual
learning time as in six months of Sunday School if the child has perfect attendance in those six
months. In addition to spiritual learning, the campers grow in self-confidence and social skills, and
learn about nature. They also meet new friends and have lots and lots of fun!

Our Facilities

The Feliciana Retreat Center is a year-round camp and conference
center operated by the Presbytery of South Louisiana, near Norwood,
Louisiana. The facilities include 11 cabins, 4 cottages, a lodge, a log
cabin, a natural swimming area called i T h®i p DBunn Lake for
canoeing, hiking trails, an outdoor lakeside chapel, an archery range, a
challenge course, and a rock wall with zip line, all set on 219 acres of
beautiful pine and hardwood forest. Our large facility enables our camps
to come together for joint activities such as worship and to disperse for
independent activities without interference with the other camps. Itis an
inspiring setting for a Christian camp experience. Both Explorer and
Senior campers will have the on site opportunity to ride horses. Visit
www.felicianaretreat.org to see pictures.

12
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What can my child expect at o Campg ape o6 ?

Explorer boys will stay in cabins at the Feliciana Retreat Center campground which have
electricity, ventilation fans, and bunk beds. Explorer girls will stay in the newly air conditioned Murf B.
The campground has a central shower house, picnic tables and fire circles. The Senior campers will
stay in the air conditioned Glencoe Cottages. Campers will be grouped in the cabins and cottages with
others in their age range and grade in school. Each cabin and cottage will have a counselor and may
also have a counselor aide. The Wranglers will stay in the air conditioned Log Cabin with their
counselors.

Each age group will enjoy age appropriate activities that may include swimming, hiking,
canoeing, horses, rock wall and zip line, challenge course, archery, crafts, drama, nature activities,
cookouts, service projects and campfires. Explorers and Seniors will be together for some activities,
such as meals and worship. Daily Bible study, prayer and worship will be a central part of every
c a mp eexgesence. Our theme this year is o0 You Are Gifted : Unwrapping Your Divine
Potential @ Each day there will be an i A g a pragect that teaches campers to live rather than merely
talk about C h r i levé. Beme of the w e e kighdights may include:

*Group-building on the Challenge course

*Community singing and a talent show

*Trip to a nursing home orVe t e rhammes 6

*Invitation to accept Christ as Lord, for those who
h a v edon& s0

*Celebration of the L o r 8upmer

By the end of the week the campers have many new
friends.

Health and Safety

The health and safety of our campers are monitored and maintained at all times and are central
to all the planning and activities at camp. Camp programs are not without risk, but with careful
attention to safety procedures and a mature, experienced, trained staff, we minimize that risk while still
offering a fun and challenging program. A background check is conducted on every staff member. An
adult certified life guard will be present during swimming and canoeing and a nurse is on site at all
times. Before your child comes to camp a health examination by a physician is required. All activities
with the horses will be supervised by an experienced equestrian camp director. Our cabin counselors
and camp staff are recruited from Presbyterian churches throughout the Presbytery and many are
ordained elders and ministers. Our camper to counselor ratio has averaged about six to one, which is
better than the American Camping Association recommended ratio and better than found at most
camps.

13



Where is camp located?

APPROXIMATE DRIVING TIME
TO RETRFAT CENTER FROM:

= 6% Lake Charles Area -- 3.5 hours
New Orleans Area -- 2.5 hours
Baton Rouge Area -- 1 hour

10 miles—) Woodvilie 7
orwool : A i

19

linton

67 1
6 )

larkSan

X @)

Pontchartat

) 3
10} ake :
TO:  LAFAYETTE ) TR [Maurepa y
TO: NEW ORLEANS i,
£ Y
TO:  MORGAN CITY )

Feliciana Retreat Center
10274 Highway 422
Norwood, Louisiana, LA 70761
225-683-9420
(Please do not mail applications to this address)

How do | register my child?

Complete the application form and mail it with the camp fee to Camp Agape at the address
on the front cover. Do not send your registration to the retreat center. Do not send cash.
Full fees must be sent in advance. Important: Make your check payable to Broadmoor
Presbyterian Church with Camp Agape on the memo line. The form must be signed by a
parent and the camper 6s pastor or religious
be sent a packet containing a health form, information about what to bring, and directions to
the Retreat Center. The deadline to register for Intro Camp is April 13, 2010 and the
deadline to register for Camp Agape is May 18, 2010. Note: The completed medical
examination form signed by your doctor is required to attend Camp Agape and Wrangler
camp. Allow time to schedule the examination. When our capacity is reached we will cut
off registration and establish a waiting list. Register early to avoid disappointment
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Camp Agape 2010 Application

Detach and mail with payment to: Camp Agape, Broadmoor Presbyterian Church, 9340 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70815
PLEASE PRINT

Camper6s Name: __ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __________N M _F o
Last First
Address:
Street/Box @ity/Sta Zip Code
Home Telephone: ( ) Date of Birth Age
Area Code
Cell phone: ( ) E-mail address:
GradeCOMPLETED 2010 Would like to room with :
Payment Due Intro $94 Explorer $330 Senior $356 Wrangler $400
Enclosed is the full camp tuition from: My Church $ My Family $

(Both fees are due at the same time.)
Make checks payableBooadmooPresbyterian Church and Send with Application. Be sure to write Camp Agape on the 1
line!

Every Camp%th av e a Rel i g i ous Le NOTES: 1. The Sacrament of the

Signature Lordbés Supper will pe ser
Friday evening in the resident camps.

Church Name: 2. This form gives permission to use
pictures from camp for future camp
publicity.

. . A 3. This form gives permission to go
Religious Leader/eSponsor 0s on short offsite field trips.

Parents will be notified in case of iliness by the Director and/or the Nurse.

Emergency Phone Numbers (other than home phone):

(Please PrintyPar ent 0 &irstiNa me ) Last Date
Please PrintflGu ar di anFrgs Na me) Last Date
(Please Sign)

A medical form, youth covenant, and additional information will be mailed to you upon receipt of the application.




Wrangler Camp

Wrangler Camp is an opportunity for Senior Highs to learn about horses
while growing in faith. Each wrangler will be assigned a horse to care for,
learn to saddle and to ride. Wranglers will stay in the air conditioned Log
Cabin and eat their meals at the Lodge. Activities will be separate from
Camp Agape and will include swimming, the challenge course, climbing
wall and zip line. Each day wranglers will engage in Bible study and a
service project. The number of wranglers is set by the number of
horses and is limited. Early registration is recommended.

Why your kids should go to Camp Agape

What the campers said about Camp Agape:

A | |l i ked the swimming and the caring peopl e
Al wi || remember all the friends | made and
fun 1 had. o

Al | i ked horse back riding best. o

AAgape | ove is strong and cool ! o

Al | earned some Bible stories. o

é a n amp Agapeis fun!

Mission
The Mission of the Presbytery of South Louisiana is to witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ; promote, resource and celebrate the
witness of our member churches; and support, strengthen and encourage our church professionals.

The Great Ends of the Church
The great ends of the church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual
fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social
righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of heaven to the world.
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