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It was with great joy that Adele and I arrived in Baton Rouge in mid-January. We had

been looking forward to this time with you and have certainly been made to feel

welcome upon our arrival. Over the past few months I have been in regular contact with

the Personnel Committee of the Presbytery of South Louisiana and I have become

aware of some of the challenges here as well as the many opportunities that are before

us.

You all will most likely be interested in knowing that we arrived safe and sound. Adele

had been living in the Baton Rouge area since the first of December. She was

supervising some remodeling on our home here. Both of us have been amazed at the

hospitality we have been afforded over this time.

As I begin my work as the Interim General Presbyter I want to be certain that all of you

are aware that my office door will always be open to anyone who wishes to visit with

me. Of course it is always better if an appointment is made but I’llalso welcome drop-

ins. My goal for these first few months will be to listen to as many Presbyterians as

possible. I’llbe interested in knowing your congregations, your pastors, your concerns,

and anything else you would like to discuss. I come to you wanting to learn where you

have been and what your hopes are for the future. I want to be as helpful as possible in

helping the Presbytery of South Louisiana become all that God wishes it to be.

Thanks for your welcoming attitudes. I look forward to meeting all of you soon.

Shalom,

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter

Presbytery of South Louisiana

Welcome Marvin Groote

Interim General Presbyter

mailto:dac@pbysouthla.org
http://www.pcusa.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pslrecovery.org/


2

MISSION STATEMENT:
In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit

We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members, 
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
well as to the larger Church, and

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:
The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the 

shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200)
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As the Presbytery of South Louisiana strives to

be better Stewards we encourage presbyters

to periodically visit the presbytery website at

www.pbysouthla.org for information. In

addition, please encourage those members of

your congregation who may not be involved in

presbytery to visit our web-site by announcing

it in your bulletins and newsletters

occasionally.

MISSING:

The Projector is missing from the Presbytery Office.  If  

someone has checked it out please let Julia know. 

You can call the office at 225 -275-1242 or 

email: secretary@pbysouthla.org

Thanks for your help in this matter !

http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
mailto:secretary@pbysouthla.org
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I havejust begunmy serviceasModerator of Council; we hadour first meetingof the yearon January19th. I am most
grateful to SuzieCraig,Bill Bottomley, and RonSutto for helping to make my transition into this position relatively
smooth!

Onbehalfof the Councilandthe presbytery,WelcomeMarvinGroote!Mayour Lordrichlyblessour time together,and
maythe roadwe travelbe a transformingjourney!

TheCouncilwill hold a specialmeetingon February9th. Thiswill be a retreat day, not to do routine businessbut to
begin to addresshow we as presbytery leaderscan more effectively carry out the missionof the presbytery. We
especiallyneedto do more

•to promotethe spiritual,mentalandphysicalhealth of our congregationsandcongregationalleaders,and

•to help our congregationscarryout their missionsandto restoreconnectionsto eachother andthe largerchurch

Pleasehold us in prayer! Prayer is important! I have challengedeach member of the Councilto be diligent and
intentional in his or her spiritual habits, includingdaily prayerand Bible reading,weeklyworshipand regularmission
engagement. I havebeendoingthesethingsmore faithfully in my own life asa result of the coachingof TomBandy. It
is makinga differencepersonally,and alsoin and through the congregationI serve. If we are goingto offer graceand
hopeandsalvationto our neighbors,we needto seekandreceiveit ourselveson a dailybasis!If changeandhealingare
goingto come,it mustbeginwith leaders!

I amlookingforward to the nextstepson our journey!

Transforming Journey
By John Blewitt, 

Moderator of Presbytery Council

Hi, my nameis Allie Utley and I am so excitedfor the opportunity to
servewith the Peaceand JusticeMinistry Team. Workingasa Young
Adult Volunteer I havealreadyhad the opportunity to witnesssome
powerful mission within the Presbyteryτtutoring at-risk children,
feeding the homeless,rebuilding homes. I hope to help facilitate
growth and new development in the missions of our Presbytery
throughcommunication,action,andadvocacy.
Youcanhelpme do this by telling me about what your churchis doing
to help reduce poverty and homelessnessin South Louisiana. Paul
writes,άMake everyeffort to keepthe unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace. There is one body and one Spiritτjust as you were
calledto one hope when you were calledτά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘcommunication
and sharing of resources--by acting as one body, PSLcan make a
significantdifferencein our community.
Youcansharewhat your churchis doing or find out more about the
PeaceandJusticeministriesby emailingme at Utley.12@gmail.com.

mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
mailto:Utley.12@gmail.com
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When you think about it, small town America and deep space are

practically the same thing. Communication to the outside is skewed,

nothingness for miles, and of course, the need to hold onto things you

have around you. Growing up in a small town, I knew all of these things

but rarely acknowledged them. When I signed up for the Young Adult

Volunteer program I started to notice the latter of the three more. When

people move it is a terrifying yet liberating experience, but when it is for the

first time, they mainly focus on the terrifying aspect. Once arriving to

Louisiana (where I am working at Project Homecoming), I felt the liberating

side more than the scared side. Why did I feel a need to come here to

work? The same reason the pioneers covered thousands of miles to reach

California: the curiosity of a different setting. Curiosity kills the cat, but it

also rejuvenates the soul. Without curiosity, knowledge is only found by

chance. And my friend, I'll tell you what, to me knowledge is more precious

than gold.

By now you are probably asking yourself who is this guy

talking about space and killing cats? Well my name is Austin Sanderson

and as mentioned earlier I am from small town Illinois and I am here to

help to communities of South Louisiana get back on its good leg. There is

plenty more to me than that, my friend, like how after this year I will be

returning to college to pursue a career in the journalistic field and how I

have a fondness for second-hand books. I thought I knew myself well

enough before this program, but alas I didn't and still now only have a

vague idea. But at least now I have a path to follow. Where will it lead?

That's anyone’sguess. But I do know that I am willing to follow.

- Austin Sanderson

Austin Sanderson
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Grace Presbyterian Church, Lafayette

When asked to mention what they celebrate about their congregation, the Session members immediately began 
listing recent and upcoming events that show the vitality of the congregation.  As examples of the excitement
which spills over into the larger community, the Session members mentioned a recent Sunday in which Church
school and Worship was canceled in favor of doing some ministry in the community.  In the spring Grace
held ŀ ά.ƭƻŎƪ tŀǊǘȅ ŦƻǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅτ
and several came.  Grace celebrates the CUPS ministry as well as a ministry to the Congo headed up by Pauline 
Neto.  A Worship Team is available to go out to smaller churches to help lead Worship.  Grace held a Mission Fair
which ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊΦ  Various
groups use the building and have been complimentary about the efforts to make them feel welcome. 
There has been slow but sure growth of members to the congregation.  Pastor John Wamsleyhas worked to
bring vitality to the worship and spiritual side of the church body.   Prior to his coming, the church had been very
task oriented, but now is turning to mission. John has asked his deacons and elders to be spiritual leaders in the
church.  They have successfully taken on a new ministry every year.   Most new people are joining the
Contemporary service.  They are developing a young adult ministry and there has been a 40 to 50 percent
increase in benevolence giving.  Credit is given to a strong Vision Team working with the congregation.  They have
recently presented a covenant with the congregation which members were urged to prayerfully sign.                                     

Reported by Jane Conerly

At least once every three years it is the responsibility of the Committee on Ministry to conduct
a Triennial Visit with each congregation in the presbytery. Efforts have been made over the past
few years to accomplish this task, but the COM still has not been able to complete all such visits.
Be assured that we continue to pursue this goal, and look forward to future visits with pastors 

and sessions.According to the Committee on Ministry Handbook of the PC(USA), one purpose of
ŀ ¢ǊƛŜƴƴƛŀƭ ±ƛǎƛǘ ƛǎ άǘƻ ŀŦŦƛǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ  ¢ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ /ha ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ t{[ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нллфΦ

Faith Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge

Faith is a congregation formed through the 2001 merger of Covenant Presbyterian Church and Sherwood 
Presbyterian Church.  Pastor John Blewitt and the congregation are being energized by their work with our 
tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΣ ¢ƻƳ .ŀƴŘȅΦ  WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀƳǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
churches participating in the transforming church process. More and more the congregation is discovering their 
spiritual gifts as they move forward in this process.  

Continued on page 8.



St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Lake Charles

Thecongregationwasstarted as a missionoutreachto McNeeseStateUniversity,a half block from the
building. Sadtimeswere encounteredasa result of the 2005damagewrought by HurricaneRita,and the
subsequentdeath of their pastor, the ReverendLouisaRandallin January2006. The Sessionmade a
decisionto persevere,repair the damage,and seekthe commissioningof NanetteCagney. Thefollowing
months were a cruciblethat it appearsGodusedto give new energyand new direction to St. Andrew.
Duringthe monthsof rebuilding,the congregationworshipedaroundtablesin the FellowshipHall. After
the ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅΩǎrestoration, the membersdecided they did not want to totally give up the senseof
communityand fellowship they felt had been forged by the experienceof that worship. Soon the last
Sundayof eachmonth, the worshipserviceis still held in FellowshipHall. Thesanctuarywasrededicated
in late 2008, fully restoredfrom its Ritadamages,aswasthe parlor/choirroom.

AdjectivesάŜōǳƭƭƛŜƴǘΣenthusiastic,andŘȅƴŀƳƛŎέnow best describethe atmosphereat St. Andrew. St.
Andrew has grown numerically,and the congregationis more diverse. Thereare more children in the
churchthan at anytime in recentyears. St. Andrewhasbeeninvolvedin supportingmissionariesin Papua
New Guinea,but also for the first time since its establishmenthas establisheda ministry presenceat
McNeeseState University. The churchbeganoffering a StudyHall with tutoring and food availablefor
studentsduring FinalsWeek in Decemberand May. In 2009 the McNeesefaculty cameand askedthe
Sessionto start a summersemesterstudy hall as well. Later,a Bible study for McNeeseand SOWELA
(SouthwestLouisianaTechnicalInstitute)wasstartedat the church. Othereventsarealsosponsored.

In aneffort to providemorespiritualάƳŜŀǘέfor the congregation,the Sessioninvited

Dr. JohnAhn, Professorof OldTestamentat AustinSeminary,to givea seminaron Lentenlectionarytexts
in February2009.

St. Andrewhassent at least 8 membersinto the Ministry of Word and Sacrament. Barrett Ingram,who
grew up at St. Andrew,wasordainedin 2008and servesasPastorof WestminsterPresbyterianChurch,
Galveston,Texas. RulingElderAmber Ellingtonresignedfrom the Sessionearlier this year to begin her
studiesat McCormickTheologicalSeminaryin Chicagoandbeginthe candidacyprocessin the Presbytery.
TheSessionandcongregationareproudof this record.

TheSessionhasdecidedto enter the Tom Bandyredevelopmentprocess,and appearsexcitedabout it.

ReportedbyLeslieMansellandFredSeay
6

Among other congregational gifts and characteristics are these:  being loving, compassionate, welcoming, 
and good cooks.  They visit shut-ins, they enjoy prayer as a discipline with accountability to one another, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ άǊŜŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾŜ wŀƳǎŜȅ άCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ tŜŀŎŜέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ όŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅύΣ ǊŜǾƛǾƛƴƎ ±ŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
Bible School, partnering with Twin Oaks Elementary School to offer a summer reading program on 
Saturdays, participating in Cursilloand sharing their enthusiasm with other PSL churches, the Friday night 
supper and Bible Study, and the sewing group.  
Faith church is quite connected to other churches in the Baton Rouge cluster, and throughout the 
presbytery.  Session members would like to see a revival of the quarterly PEP weekends at Feliciana Camp 
and Conference Center, which offered four enrichment segments for lay and clergy leaders.  Participation 
in the PEP weekends is still bearing fruit in the life of this congregation.

Reported by Charlene Heaton
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Amber Ellington is a 24-year-old M.Div. student at
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago,Illinois . Born in
Central Louisiana and originally a member of First
Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, LA, Amber says,Ȱ)walked
into a Presbyterian church in my neighborhood when I was in
sixth grade, immediately found my sanctuary, and
encounteredthe conceptof grace. It was revolutionary to what
I had traditionally learned while living in a Southern state
where Protestant Fundamentalism is prevalent.ȱAmber is a
2008 graduate of McNeese State University (B.S., Early
Childhood Education), Lake Charles, LA. While a McNeese
Student, Amber becamea member and ordained elder of St.
Andrew Presbyterian Churchaswell ascompleteda year-long
internship at the United Methodist campusministry . Shelater
taught at Dolby Elementary School, Lake Charles, while
serving St. Andrew as an intern assisting the Commissioned
Lay Pastor. Amber chaired the Christian EducationCommittee,
taught an adult Bible study class,assistedwith home,hospital,
and hospice visitation, delivered the weekly ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ
sermon, participated in college Bible study, and helped
facilitate outreach to the McNeese campus. A 2008 Youth
Advisory Delegateto the 218th GeneralAssemblyof PC(USA),
Amber is active in mission work, local and international, most
recently traveling to India. While at McCormick,!ÍÂÅÒȭÓpeers
voted her the junior class representative to student session.
The Dean of Students has also selected Amber to represent
McCormickasa TheologicalStudentAdvisory Delegatefor the
219th General Assembly saying that Ȱ)wanted to choose a
student who best represents McCormick Theological
Seminary.ȱAmber states she feels called ȰÔÏencourage
interfaith dialogue in the wake of global interdependence,as
well as to bring a messageof hope to a seemingly divided
world .ȱ

In 2009, Amber was chosen to receive the Joan Malick
Seminary Scholarship which is given to the woman who
writes the most outstanding application essay for entry to
McCormick. The award is presented by SecondPresbyterian
church in Indianapolis.

I believe God is present and active in

our world today through the life-giving

resurrection of Jesus Christ. I know

Godôslove to be expansive, embracing,

inclusive, and characterized by grace. I

am challenging myself to further

discern my call to ministry by remaining

willing to learn, grow and change, as

we are called to be the church

reformed and ever reforming.

-AmberEllington

Meet Amber Ellington 
Current candidate from the 

Committee on the Preparation of Ministry
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I recently sent to PresbyterianDisasterAssistancea 2009 year end report on our ǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΩǎhurricane
recoveryministries. It isa witnessto DƻŘΩǎpowerandlovethat the livesof somanyhavebeentouchedby this
ministry that we share in /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎname. Pleasejoin me in giving thanks to God for the blessingsthat are
reportedbelow:

Statisticsin 2009
With fundingfrom PDA,the presbyteryrecoverystaff supportedhousingandcoordinationof volunteersandan
infrastructure of construction managementfor the rebuild of hurricane damagedhomes. Accordingto a
preliminarycount, 1313volunteerswere hostedby Presbyterianchurchesin the presbyteryin 2009, providing
approximately52,000 hours of labor. This is in addition to the volunteers who stayed at PDAvolunteer
villages. Presbyteryrecovery staff coordinated a total of 2,745 volunteers on work sites. This included
volunteerswho stayedin churchesandthosewho were housedby PDA. Thesevolunteerscompleted6 special
projects,26 partial homerebuilds,12 total homerebuilds,andstartedwork on an additional30 houses(which
will becompletedin the first half of 2010).

OtherAccomplishmentsof PSLRecoveryMinistries in 2009:
* Continuedto supportHurricaneRitarecoveryefforts through collaborationbetweenPDA,FirstPresbyterian
Churchin LakeCharles,the UnitedMethodistStormStationin LakeCharlesandthe presbytery.
*Continuedto supportKatrinarecoveryefforts on the North Shoreof LakePontchartrain. Thisis accomplished
through the ministry of PresbyterianCommunityOutreach(PCO)at FirstPresbyterianChurchin Slidell,LA. A
preliminarycount providedby PCOindicatesthat they housed1,827 volunteersin 2009, includingthose that
worked with Habitat for Humanity and the United Methodists. Of these volunteers,989 worked directly
through PCOon homesandprojectscoordinatedby PCO. In 2009, PCOcompleted4 specialprojects,6 partial
rebuilds, and 5 complete rebuilds. They also started construction on 12 additional homes that will be
completedin 2010.
* Continuedthe ǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΩǎrecoveryministry in New Orleans,known as Project Homecoming. Plansare
underwayto developProjectHomecominginto a non-profit 501(c)3 organizationthat maintainsan affiliation
with the presbyteryand the PresbyterianChurch(USA). Nonprofit incorporation will make it possiblefor
ProjectHomecomingto seeknew grantsandfundingpossibilitiesto sustainthe recoveryandrebuildingefforts
in NewOrleansbeyondPDAfunding.
* Participatedin anecumenicalbuildingblitz sponsoredby ChurchWorld Service. ProjectHomecomingin New
OrleansandPresbyterianCommunityOutreachin Slidellmanagedthe rebuild of 1 singlehomeand2 duplexes
as part of this effort. Thebuildingblitz involved10 denominationsworking together to rebuild 12 hurricane
damagedhousesin the Little Woodsneighborhoodof EastNew Orleans. PDAprovided$30,000 in fundingto
support the Church World Service project. An article about the blitz can be found at:
www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3897.

Jean Marie Peacock

Associate Presbyter Pro Tem

http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3897
http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3897
http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3897
http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3897
http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3897
http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3897
http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3897
http://www.disasternews.net/news/article.php?articleid=3897
mailto:jmpeacock@pslrecovery.org
mailto:jmpeacock@pslrecovery.org
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* Continuedto strengthenandmakevisiblethe Presbyterianpresencethrought{[Ωǎcontinued involvement
with the CrescentAllianceRecoveryEffort (OrleansParishLTRO),the GreaterNewOrleansDisasterRecovery
Partnership(GNODRP),the LouisianaDisasterRecoveryNetwork (LIDRN),FEMA,United Way, and various
other socialservicenetworks.
* Raised$107,346.00 throughάŀŘƻǇǘaƘƻƳŜέand third party contributions,which were expendedon the
rebuildof homes.
* Worked with BereanPresbyterianChurchin New Orleanson the renovation of a blighted apartment
complexownedby the congregation. Thefive newly renovatedapartmentsnow provideaffordablehousing
to low-incomepersonswhile providinga steadystreamof rental incometo a congregationheavilyimpacted
by HurricaneKatrina. Project Homecomingmanagedvolunteers on specific aspectsof the renovation,
reducingthe overall costsof the project. Recoverystaff alsoraised$27,993.13 for buildingmaterials. The
apartmentswerededicatedin June,2009andareprovidingsection8 housingto low-incomefamilies.
* Continued promoting the recovery efforts of PDA and PSL through websites and electronic
communications. Visit www.pcoslidell.org to learn more about the disasterrecoveryefforts on the North
Shore, www.projecthomecoming.net for Project Homecomingand www.pslrecovery.org for information
about the coordinationof recoveryefforts by the presbytery. ProjectHomecomingalsobeganpromotingits
work throughfacebookandtwitter.
* SponsoredLouisianaDelta ServiceCorpsmembers (Americorpsvolunteers)who continue to serve in
variousrecoverypositionson the North Shoreandin NewOrleans. Alsoservedashostsite for four teamsof
NCCC(NationalCivilianCommunityCorps). EachNCCCteam, composedof 10-15 Americorpsvolunteers,
workedfor 6 weeksassistingwith homerebuildsunderthe supervisionof oneof our constructionmanagers.
hope,andtransformlivesin/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎname.

Continued from page 10

* Recruitedand coordinatedYoungAdult Volunteers(YAVs)who continuedto servein disasterrecoveryand
congregationaloutreachat varioussitesin the greaterNewOrleansregion. FourYAVscompletedtheir year
of servicein July,2009and a new group of 7 YAVsstarted their yearof servicein September,2009. Please
seethe attachedYAVreport for 2009.
* Worked with BayouBlue PresbyterianChurchand CHART(TheCenterfor HazardAssessment,Response
and Technology)to developa YAVposition focusedon educatingvolunteer teams about ecologicalissues
impacting coastal communitiesand the role that wetlands preservationand coastal restoration plays in
providingdefenseagainsthurricanedamageand flooding. Volunteer teams stayingat the PDAvolunteer
villagesin HoumaandNewOrleansarereceivingpresentationson theseissues.
* Beganto increaseour emphasison buildingάƎǊŜŜƴ.έProjectHomecomingworked in partnershipwith the
SalvationArmy,NENA(the Lower9th WardNeighborhoodEmpowermentNetworkAssociation),GreenCoast
Enterprises(an environmentallysustainablebuilding consultant),and LouisianaGreen Corps(a nonprofit
greenjob training programaimedat underprivileged18-24 yearolds)to build the homeof WesleyHall to a
high standard of environmentalsustainability. This effort garnered local media attention and helped to
establishProject Homecomingas a committed partner in άƎǊŜŜƴέbuilding. Increasingour capacity for
άƎǊŜŜƴέbuildingisa goalfor 2010.
* Sponsoreda worship servicein March to give thanks for the ministry of FISHCamp,the PDAvolunteer
villagelocatedon the groundsof First-UnionPresbyterianChurchin Luling, LA. Theworshipservicemarked
the closingof the volunteer village,celebratingDƻŘΩǎlove made manifest in the volunteersand recovery
efforts that weresupportedby this criticalministry.
* Solicitedmediacoveragethat highlightedPDAandthe recoveryministriesoccurringin the presbytery. This
includedover 10 stories publishedby PresbyterianNewsServiceand two storieson local televisionnews
broadcasts. Recoverystaff also submitted stories to the Synodnewsletter and publishedstories in the
presbyteryLeadershipLetter.

http://www.pcoslidell.org/
http://www.pcoslidell.org/
http://www.pcoslidell.org/
http://www.pcoslidell.org/
http://www.pcoslidell.org/
http://www.projecthomecoming.net/
http://www.projecthomecoming.net/
http://www.projecthomecoming.net/
http://www.projecthomecoming.net/
http://www.projecthomecoming.net/
http://www.pslrecovery.org/
http://www.pslrecovery.org/
http://www.pslrecovery.org/
http://www.pslrecovery.org/
http://www.pslrecovery.org/
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* Providedexhibits, workshops,and speechesat various national conferencesand presbytery events to
highlight the recovery efforts of PDA and the Presbytery of South Louisiana,including: The National
Conferenceof PresbyterianMen in Denver,Colorado; the Presbyterian²ƻƳŜƴΩǎGatheringin Louisville,KY;
andspeakingtours in severalpresbyteries. Alsoexhibitedat severalneighborhoodfairsandhousingeventsin
NewOrleans.
* Collaboratedwith the United Wayof GreaterNew Orleanson a grant applicationto the LouisianaHousing
Finance Authority (LHFA)for funding in 2010 from the Nonprofit Rebuilding Pilot Program. Project
Homecomingis oneof severalrebuildorganizationsworkingunder the umbrellaof UnitedWayon the rebuild
of homesfunded by this grant. The grant was approvedand will fund the cost of rebuilding 9 housesby
ProjectHomecoming.

Conclusion:
More than four years have passed since the storms of 2005, and the numbers of people still seeking assistance 
are staggering.  There are over 1500 people still in FEMA trailers.  Social service agencies, responding to 
continued requests for assistance, estimate that over 6,000 people in the greater New Orleans region still lack 
the resources to complete the rebuilding of their homes.  In Lake Charles, our Methodist partners have over 
400 cases pending from Hurricane Rita.
We know that the recovery and rebuilding of hurricane and flood damaged communities in South Louisiana 
ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜȅƻƴŘ нлмлΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ 
volunteers, and strength to carry on.  Please prayerfully consider ways that your congregation can help to 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ

Continued from page 11

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

The Rev. Dr. Marvin Groote , Interim General Presbyter, the loss of his mother, Viola Myrtle.

Ms. Suzie Craig,, Christian Educator, Parkway Presbyterian Church, Metairie, as she transitions to 
Moderator of the Presbytery.

The Rev. Dr. John Blewitt , as he transitions to Moderator of Counsel

The Rev. Ted and Judith Roeling , Former  PSL Treasurer and Pastor, Church of the Way, Baton Rouge 
and former Associate Presbyter. Ted endures  another surgery this month.

The Rev. Tom Reighney, as he transitions to the Rehabilitation Unit of American Legion Hospital in 
Jennings.
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In equallyexcitingnews,ProjectHomecomingwill be celebratingthe completionof it 100th house! We would like to
invite all of our friends and supportersto join us at 3pm on March 5th, 2010 in the dedicationof Mr. WesleyIŀƭƭΩǎ
houseat 1425GordonStNew Orleans,LA70117. Mr. IŀƭƭΩǎhouseis a wonderful exampleof ProjectIƻƳŜŎƻƳƛƴƎΩǎ
commitment to sustainablebuilding practices,as well as collaborativepartnerships. Becauseof the way Project
Homecomingwas able to work together with the Lower Ninth Ward Neighborhood Empowerment Network
Association(who identified Mr. IŀƭƭΩǎneed), the SalvationArmy (gave $15k towards the rebuild), Green Coast
Enterprises(a for-profit organizationworkingwith the SalvationArmyto recommendgreenbuildingupgrades),FEMA
(providedtemporaryhousing)andLouisianaGreenCorps(anon-profit organizationthat spends6 monthstraininglocal
18-24 yearold disadvantagedyouth in greenenergyjob-skills),Mr. Hallhasbeenableto moveinto a safeanddurable
housethat will costhisfamilyverylittle to maintainin the future.

ProjectHomecomingisproud to announcea fantastic
beginningof 2010. In the month of Januaryalonewe
hosted 216 volunteers and with their help, have
completed6 housessincethe beginningof the year!
ProjectHomecomingcelebratedMartin LutherKingJr.
day by dedicating one of these houses. The
dedicationof Ms. Myrtle WƻƴŜǎΩhouseon VirgilianSt
involved volunteers and staff from Project
Homecoming,the StBernardProject,andthe Rootsof
Music, a non-profit afterschool music program for
local students,run by a memberof the RebirthBrass
Band (www.therootsofmusic.com). Theservicenot
only celebrated the end of Ms. WƻƴŜǎΩtumultuous
journey home, but how this homecoming was
completed through the partnership of two great
rebuildingorganizations.

Finallywe would like to reachout to all of our local church
members and ask for your continued support. Project
Homecomingis in need of local church volunteers to do
everythingfrom help usbuild houses,to answerthe phones
in our office, to interview homeownersabout their Katrina
experiences,and much more. To get involved, please
contact VannJoinesat vann@pslrecovery.org or (504) 920-
9509.

To learnmore about ProjectHomecoming,our work in New
Orleans,or our upcoming100th Dedication,pleasevisit our
websiteat ProjectHomecoming.net, friends us on Facebook
(pages/Project-Homecoming) or find us on twitter

(twitter.com/ProjHomecoming).

PROJECT HOMECOMING

http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
mailto:vann@pslrecovery.org
mailto:vann@pslrecovery.org
mailto:vann@pslrecovery.org
http://twitter.com/ProjHomecoming
http://twitter.com/ProjHomecoming
http://twitter.com/ProjHomecoming
http://twitter.com/ProjHomecoming
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The Rev. Robert M. Rogers 2

Dr. Mickey Bird 10

The Rev. T. Keith Abramowski 21

The Rev. Jim Murray 11

The Rev. Dr. Young Chang Jin 12

The Rev. Phil Stagg 16

The Rev. Gill Richardson 26

Mrs. Glenda Keegan 28



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

SuperBowl!

8 9
Called Council 

Meeting

9:00 a.m.

Highland PC

10 11 12 13

14 15 16

PSL office 

Closed

17 18

COM 
10:00am

19 20

21 22 23

Presbytery

Meeting  

9:00a.m.  

First PC 

Hammond

24 25 26 27

28
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