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Welcome Marvin Groote
Interim General Presbyter

tRES,

It was with great joy that Adele and | arrived in Baton Rouge in mid-January. We had
been looking forward to this time with you and have certainly been made to feel
welcome upon our arrival. Over the past few months | have been in regular contact with
the Personnel Committee of the Presbytery of South Louisiana and | have become
aware of some of the challenges here as well as the many opportunities that are before
us.

You all will most likely be interested in knowing that we arrived safe and sound. Adele
had been living in the Baton Rouge area since the first of December. She was
supervising some remodeling on our home here. Both of us have been amazed at the
hospitality we have been afforded over this time.

As | begin my work as the Interim General Presbyter | want to be certain that all of you
are aware that my office door will always be open to anyone who wishes to visit with
me. Of course it is always better if an appointment is made but | ’alsd welcome drop-
ins. My goal for these first few months will be to listen to as many Presbyterians as
possible. | ’bé ihterested in knowing your congregations, your pastors, your concerns,
and anything else you would like to discuss. | come to you wanting to learn where you
have been and what your hopes are for the future. | want to be as helpful as possible in
helping the Presbytery of South Louisiana become all that God wishes it to be.

Thanks for your welcoming attitudes. | look forward to meeting all of you soon.

Shalom,
Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter
Presbytery of South Louisiana
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MISSING:
The Projector is missing from the Presbytery Office. If
someone has checked it out please let Julia know.

You can call the office at 225 -275-1242 or
email:
Thanks for your help in this matter
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MISSION STATEMENT:
In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit
We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Ministéembers,
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;
We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
well as to the larger Church, and
We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:
The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the
shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of
Heaven to the world. (Book of Order130200)
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Transformidgurney

By John Blewitt,
Moderator of Presbytery Council

| havejust begunmy serviceas Moderator of Council we had our first meetingof the yearon Januaryl9". | am most
grateful to SuzieCraig,Bill Bottomley, and Ron Sutto for helpingto make my transition into this position relatively
smooth!

Onbehalfof the Councilandthe presbytery WelcomeMarvin Groote! May our Lordrichly blessour time together,and
maythe roadwe travel be atransformingjourney!

The Councilwill hold a specialmeetingon February9™. Thiswill be a retreat day, not to do routine businessbut to
beginto addresshow we as presbyteryleaderscan more effectively carry out the missionof the presbytery We
especiallyneedto do more

to promotethe spiritual,mentalandphysicahealth of our congregationgndcongregationaleaders,and
*to help our congregationgarryout their missionsandto restoreconnectiondo eachother andthe largerchurch

Pleasehold us in prayer! Prayeris important! | have challengedeach member of the Councilto be diligent and
intentional in his or her spiritual habits, includingdaily prayer and Bible reading,weekly worship and regular mission
engagement | havebeendoingthesethingsmore faithfully in my own life asa result of the coachingof TomBandy It
is makinga difference personally,and alsoin and through the congregationl serve If we are goingto offer graceand
hopeandsalvationto our neighborswe needto seekandreceiveit ourselveson a dailybasis!lf changeandhealingare
goingto come,it mustbeginwith leaders!

I amlookingforward to the nextstepson our journey!

PAU s

Hi, my nameis Allie Utley and | am so excitedfor the opportunity to

servewith the Peaceand JusticeMinistry Team Workingasa Young
Adult Volunteer| have alreadyhad the opportunity to withesssome
powerful mission within the Presbytery tutoring at-risk children,
feeding the homeless,rebuilding homes | hope to help facilitate
growth and new developmentin the missionsof our Presbytery
throughcommunicationaction,andadvocacy

Youcanhelp me do this by telling me about what your churchis doing
to help reduce poverty and homelessnessn South Louisiana Paul
writes, dMake every effort to keepthe unity of the Spiritthrough the

bond of peace Thereis one body and one Spiritt just as you were
calledto one hope when you were called & ¢ K NRaaghication
and sharing of resourcesby acting as one body, PSLcan make a
significantdifferencein our community,

Youcansharewhat your churchis doing or find out more about the

Peaceand Justiceministriesby emailingme at Utley.12@gmailcom.
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Weet L ¢ YAX's!

Austin Sanderson

When you think about it, small town America and deep space are
practically the same thing. Communication to the outside is skewed,
nothingness for miles, and of course, the need to hold onto things you
have around you. Growing up in a small town, | knew all of these things
but rarely acknowledged them. When | signed up for the Young Adult
Volunteer program | started to notice the latter of the three more. When
people move it is a terrifying yet liberating experience, but when it is for the
first time, they mainly focus on the terrifying aspect. Once arriving to
Louisiana (where | am working at Project Homecoming), | felt the liberating
side more than the scared side. Why did | feel a need to come here to
work? The same reason the pioneers covered thousands of miles to reach
California: the curiosity of a different setting. Curiosity kills the cat, but it
also rejuvenates the soul. Without curiosity, knowledge is only found by
chance. And my friend, I'll tell you what, to me knowledge is more precious
than gold.

By now you are probably asking yourself who is this guy
talking about space and killing cats? Well my name is Austin Sanderson
and as mentioned earlier I am from small town lllinois and | am here to
help to communities of South Louisiana get back on its good leg. There is
plenty more to me than that, my friend, like how after this year | will be
returning to college to pursue a career in the journalistic field and how |
have a fondness for second-hand books. | thought | knew myself well
enough before this program, but alas | didn't and still now only have a
vague idea. But at least now | have a path to follow. Where will it lead?
That'sa n y o muesssBut | do know that | am willing to follow.

- Austin Sanderson
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At least once every three years it is the responsibility of the Committee on Ministry to conduct
a Triennial Visit with each congregation in the presbytery. Efforts have been made over the past
few years to accomplish this task, but the COM still has not been able to complete all such visits.
Be assured that we continue to pursue this goal, and look forward to future visits with pastors
and sessiongAccording to the Committee on Ministry Handbook of the PC(USA), one purpose of
I ¢NASYYAFf +*AaAlG Aa adGd2 FFANY YR &dzLJLd2 NI
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GracePresbyterian ChurcH., afayette

Whenasked to mention what they celebrate about their congregation, the Session members immediately bet
listingrecent and upcoming events that show the vitality of the congregation. As examplese{ditement
whichspills over into the larger community, the Session members mentioned a recent SundaghnChurch
schooland Worship was canceled in favor of doing some ministry in the community. In the Gpaog

heldk &a. 201 tINheée F2NItSyisSOozaidée¢ 2y GKS ftlLgy 2aF
andseveral came. Grace celebrates the CUPS ministry as well as a ministry to the Congo headed up by Pa
Neto. A Worship Team is available to go out to smaller churches to help lead Worship. Grace held a§lissio
whichg & I GG0SYRSR o0& (UKS O2YYdzyAradeo ¢ KSNBE Marods | f
groupsuse the building and have been complimentary about the efforts to make themvidebme.

Therehas been slow but sure growth of members to the congregation. PastoNYahrsleyhas workedo
bringvitality to the worship and spiritual side of the church body. Prior to his coming, the church hagdygen
taskoriented, but now is turning to mission. John has asked his deacons and elders to be spiritual legers in
church They have successfully taken on a new ministry every year. Most new people areth@ning
Contemporaryservice. They are developing a young adult ministry and there has been a 4pd¢ocBat
increasen benevolence giving. Credit is given to a strong Vision Team working with the congre@aggrhave
recentlypresented a covenant with the congregation which members were urged to prayerfully sign.

Reportedby JaneConerly

Faith Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge

Faith is a congregation formed through the 2001 merger of Covenant Presbyterian Church and Sherwood
Presbyterian Church. Pastor John Blewitt and the congregation are being energized by their work with our

t NSAo0eUiUSNEQa O2yadzZ dFyidsz ¢2Y .| yReo® W2KyYy | yR (K
churches participating in the transforming church process. More and more the congregation is discovering th
spiritual gifts as they move forward in this process.

Continued on page 8.



Among other congregational gifts and characteristics are these: being loving, compassionate, welcoming,
and good cooks. They visit skins, they enjoy prayer as a discipline with accountability to one another,
YR GKS& 4SS (KSvyaSt@Sa Fa aNBSailloftAakKAy3d GKS
GKS 51 90S wlYaSe aGaCAylyOAlLt tSIFOS¢ ¢g2N]akKz2L) ol a
Bible School, partnering with Twin Oaks Elementary School to offer a summer reading program on
Saturdays, participating i@ursilloand sharing their enthusiasm with other PSL churches, the Friday night
supper and Bible Study, and the sewing group.

Faith church is quite connected to other churches in the Baton Rouge cluster, and throughout the
presbytery. Session members would like to see a revival of the quarterly PEP weekends at Feliciana Camy
and Conference Center, which offered four enrichment segments for lay and clergy leaders. Participation
in the PEP weekends is still bearing fruit in the life of this congregation.

Reported by Charlene Heaton

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, LaRdarles

The congregationwas started as a missionoutreachto McNeeseState University,a half block from the
building Sadtimeswere encounteredasa result of the 2005damagewrought by HurricaneRita,and the
subsequentdeath of their pastor, the ReverendLouisaRandallin January2006 The Sessiormade a
decisionto persevererepair the damage,and seekthe commissioningf Nanette CagneyThefollowing
months were a cruciblethat it appearsGodusedto give new energyand new direction to St Andrew
Duringthe months of rebuilding,the congregationworshipedaroundtablesin the FellowshipHall After
the a I y O dzbtdiliof, dhe membersdecided they did not want to totally give up the senseof
community and fellowship they felt had been forged by the experienceof that worship. Soon the last
Sundayof eachmonth, the worship serviceis still held in FellowshipHall Thesanctuarywasrededicated
in late 2008 fully restoredfrom its Ritadamagesaswasthe parlor/choirroom.

Adjectivesd S 0 dzf enthuSiasticAnd R & vy | Yidw®ést describethe atmosphereat St Andrew St
Andrew has grown numerically,and the congregationis more diverse There are more childrenin the
churchthan at anytime in recentyears St Andrewhasbeeninvolvedin supportingmissionariesn Papua
New Guinea,but also for the first time sinceits establishmenthas establisheda ministry presenceat
McNeeseState University The church beganoffering a Study Hall with tutoring and food availablefor
studentsduring FinalsWeekin Decemberand May. In 2009 the McNeesefaculty came and askedthe
Sessiorto start a summersemesterstudy hall aswell. Later,a Bible study for McNeeseand SOWELA
(Southwest_ouisianarechnicalnstitute) wasstartedat the church Othereventsare alsosponsored

In an effort to providemore spiritual& Y S lfoiitlée congregationthe Sessiorinvited

Dr. JohnAhn, Professorf Old Testamentat Austin Seminaryto givea seminaron Lentenlectionarytexts
in February2009

St Andrewhassent at least8 membersinto the Ministry of Word and SacramentBarrett Ingram,who
grew up at St Andrew, was ordainedin 2008 and servesas Pastorof WestminsterPresbyterianChurch,
Galveston,Texas RulingElder Amber Ellingtonresignedfrom the Sessiorearlier this yearto begin her
studiesat McCormicKTheologicaBeminaryin Chicagaandbeginthe candidacyprocessn the Preshytery
TheSessiorand congregatiorare proud of thisrecord

The Sessiorhasdecidedto enter the Tom Bandyredevelopmentprocess,and appearsexcitedabout it.

Reportedby LeslieManselland FredSeay



Meet Amber Ellington

Current candidate from the
Committee on the Preparation of Ministry

Amber Ellington is a 24-year-old M.Div. student at
McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, lllinois. Born in
Central Louisiana and originally a member of First
Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, LA, Amber says, O Wwalked
into a Presbyterian church in my neighborhood when | was in
sixth grade, immediately found my sanctuary, and
encounteredthe conceptof grace It was revolutionary to what
| had traditionally learned while living in a Southern state
where Protestant Fundamentalism is prevalentd Amber is a
2008 graduate of McNeese State University (B.S, Early
Childhood Education), Lake Charles, LA. While a McNeese
Student, Amber becamea member and ordained elder of St
Andrew Presbyterian Churchaswell ascompleted a year-long
internship at the United Methodist campusministry. Shelater
taught at Dolby Elementary School, Lake Charles, while
serving St Andrew as an intern assisting the Commissioned
Lay Pastor Amber chaired the Christian Education Committee,
taught an adult Bible study class,assistedwith home, hospital,

| believe God is present and active in
our world today through the life-giving
resurrection of Jesus Christ. | know

and hospice visitation, delivered the weekly AEE1 A O&D 8 @= to be expansive, embracing,

sermon, participated in college Bible study, and helped

facilitate outreach to the McNeesecampus A 2008 Youth

Advisory Delegateto the 218t GeneralAssemblyof PC(USA),

Amber is active in mission work, local and international, most

recently traveling to India. While at McCormick,! | A Ageér
voted her the junior classrepresentative to student session

The Dean of Students has also selected Amber to represent

McCormickas a Theological Student Advisory Delegatefor the

219" General Assembly saying that O wanted to choose a

student who best represents McCormick Theological

Seminary® Amber states she feels called O O éncourage
interfaith dialogue in the wake of global interdependence,as

well as to bring a messageof hope to a seemingly divided

world 6

In 2009, Amber was chosen to receive the Joan Malick
Seminary Scholarship which is given to the woman who
writes the most outstanding application essayfor entry to
McCormick The award is presented by SecondPresbyterian
churchin Indianapolis.

inclusive, and characterized by grace. |
am challenging myself to further
discern my call to ministry by remaining
willing to learn, grow and change, as
we are called to be the church
reformed and ever reforming.
-AmberEllington

Presbyferiuns

218" General Assembly




Jean Marie Peacock
Associate Presbyter Pro Tem

‘K 05‘

| recently sent to PresbyterianDisaster Assistancea 2009 year end report on our LINB & 6 éhiingkahk Q2
recoveryministries It isawitnessto D 2 Ro®véer andlovethat the livesof somanyhavebeentouchedby this
ministry that we sharein / K NJname QRieasejoin me in givingthanksto God for the blessingsthat are
reportedbelow:

Statisticsin 2009

With fundingfrom PDA the presbyteryrecoverystaff supportedhousingand coordinationof volunteersand an
infrastructure of construction managementfor the rebuild of hurricane damagedhomes Accordingto a
preliminarycount, 1313 volunteerswere hosted by Presbyteriarchurchesin the presbyteryin 2009 providing
approximately52,000 hours of labor Thisis in addition to the volunteerswho stayed at PDAvolunteer
villages Presbyteryrecovery staff coordinated a total of 2,745 volunteerson work sites Thisincluded
volunteerswho stayedin churchesandthosewho were housedby PDA Thesevolunteerscompleted6 special
projects, 26 partial homerebuilds,12 total homerebuilds,and started work on an additional 30 houses(which
will be completedin the first half of 2010.

Other Accomplishmentof PSLRecoveryMinistriesin 2009

* Continuedto supportHurricaneRitarecoveryefforts through collaborationbetween PDA First Presbyterian
Churchin LakeCharlesthe United Methodist StormStationin LakeCharlesandthe presbytery

*Continuedto supportKatrinarecoveryefforts on the North Shoreof LakePontchartrain Thisis accomplished
through the ministry of PresbyterianCommunityOutreach(PCOMt First PresbyterianChurchin Slidell,LA A
preliminary count provided by PCQOindicatesthat they housed1,827 volunteersin 2009, includingthose that
worked with Habitat for Humanity and the United Methodists Of these volunteers, 989 worked directly
through PCOon homesand projectscoordinatedby PCO In 2009 PCCcompleted4 specialprojects,6 partial
rebuilds, and 5 complete rebuilds They also started construction on 12 additional homes that will be
completedin 2010,

* Continuedthe LINB & 0 &dcdveygmdtry in New Orleans,known as Project Homecoming Plansare
underwayto developProjectHomecomingnto a non-profit 501(c)3 organizationthat maintainsan affiliation
with the presbyteryand the PresbyterianChurch(USA) Nonprofit incorporation will make it possiblefor
ProjectHomecomingo seeknew grantsand fundingpossibilitiesto sustainthe recoveryand rebuildingefforts
in New OrleansbeyondPDAfunding

* Participatedin an ecumenicabuildingblitz sponsoredoy ChurchWorld Service ProjectHomecomingn New
Orleansand PresbyterianCommunityOutreachin Slidellmanagedthe rebuild of 1 singlehome and 2 duplexes
as part of this effort. The building blitz involved 10 denominationsworking together to rebuild 12 hurricane
damagedhousesin the Little Woodsneighborhoodof EastNew Orleans PDAprovided $30,000in fundingto
support the Church World Service project An article about the blitz can be found at:
www.disasternewshet/news/article.php?articleid3897.
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Continued from page 10

* Continuedto strengthenand makevisiblethe Presbyteriarpresencethrought { [cd2@inued involvement
with the CrescentAllianceRecovenyEffort (OrleansParishLTRO)the GreaterNew OrleansDisasterRecovery
Partnership(GNODRP}he LouisianaDisasterRecoveryNetwork (LIDRN)FEMA,United Way, and various
other socialservicenetworks

* Raised$107,346.00 through & | R 2 KJ# Y &nd third party contributions, which were expendedon the

rebuildof homes

* Worked with BereanPresbyterianChurchin New Orleanson the renovation of a blighted apartment
complexowned by the congregation Thefive newly renovatedapartmentsnow provide affordablehousing
to low-incomepersonswhile providinga steadystreamof rental incometo a congregatiorheavilyimpacted
by HurricaneKatrina Project Homecomingmanagedvolunteers on specific aspectsof the renovation,
reducingthe overall costsof the project Recoverystaff alsoraised$27,993.13 for building materials The
apartmentswere dedicatedin June,2009andare providingsection8 housingto low-incomefamilies

* Continued promoting the recovery efforts of PDA and PSL through websites and electronic
communications Visit www.pcoslidellorg to learn more about the disasterrecoveryefforts on the North

Shore, www.projecthomecominget for Project Homecomingand www.pslrecovernorg for information

aboutthe coordinationof recoveryefforts by the presbytery ProjectHomecomingalsobeganpromotingits

work throughfacebookandtwitter.

* SponsoredLouisianaDelta ServiceCorps members (Americorpsvolunteers)who continue to serve in

variousrecoverypositionson the North Shoreandin NewOrleans Alsoservedashost site for four teamsof

NCCdNational CivilianCommunityCorps) EachNCCQeam, composedof 10-15 Americorpsvolunteers,
workedfor 6 weeksassistingvith homerebuildsunderthe supervisiorof one of our constructionmanagers

hope,andtransformlivesin/ K NJaamé Q &

* Recruitedand coordinatedYoungAdult Volunteers(YAVswho continuedto servein disasterrecoveryand
congregationabutreachat varioussitesin the greaterNew Orleansregion Four YAVompletedtheir year
of servicein July,2009 and a new group of 7 YAVsstarted their year of servicein September2009 Please
seethe attachedYAWreport for 2009

* Worked with BayouBlue PresbyterianChurchand CHARTThe Centerfor HazardAssessmentResponse
and Technology)o developa YAVposition focusedon educatingvolunteer teams about ecologicalissues
impacting coastalcommunitiesand the role that wetlands preservationand coastal restoration playsin
providing defenseagainsthurricane damageand flooding Volunteerteams stayingat the PDAvolunteer
villagesn Houmaand New Orleansare receivingpresentationon theseissues

* Beganto increaseour emphasison buildingd 3 NB BrgjectHomecomingvorked in partnershipwith the
SalvationArmy, NENA(the Lower9™" Ward NeighborhoodEmpowermentNetwork Association)GreenCoast
Enterprises(an environmentallysustainablebuilding consultant),and LouisianaGreen Corps(a nonprofit
greenjob training programaimed at underprivileged18-24 year olds)to build the home of WesleyHallto a
high standard of environmental sustainability This effort garneredlocal media attention and helped to
establish Project Homecomingas a committed partner in & 3 NBbBilliag Increasingour capacity for
& 3 NBodilglirgis a goalfor 2010

* Sponsoreda worship servicein March to give thanksfor the ministry of FISHCamp,the PDAvolunteer
villagelocatedon the groundsof FirstUnion PresbyterianChurchin Luling LA Theworship servicemarked
the closingof the volunteer village, celebratingD 2 RI6¥& made manifestin the volunteersand recovery
efforts that were supportedby this critical ministry.

* Solicitedmediacoveragethat highlightedPDAandthe recoveryministriesoccurringin the presbytery This
includedover 10 stories publishedby PresbyterianNews Serviceand two storieson local television news
broadcasts Recoverystaff also submitted stories to the Synodnewsletter and published stories in the
presbyteryl eadershig etter.
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Continued from page 11

* Provided exhibits, workshops,and speechesat various national conferencesand presbytery events to
highlight the recovery efforts of PDA and the Presbyteryof South Louisiana,including The National
Conferenceof PresbyterianMen in Denver,Coloradg the Presbyteriar? 2 Y S yG&tgeringin Louisville KY
and speakingours in severalpresbyteries Alsoexhibitedat severalneighborhoodfairs and housingeventsin
NewOrleans

* Collaboratedwith the United Way of GreaterNew Orleanson a grant applicationto the LouisianaHousing
Finance Authority (LHFA)for funding in 2010 from the Nonprofit Rebuilding Pilot Program Project
Homecomings one of severalrebuild organizationsvorkingunderthe umbrellaof United Wayon the rebuild
of homesfunded by this grant The grant was approvedand will fund the cost of rebuilding9 housesby
ProjectHomecoming

Conclusion

More than four years have passed since the storms of 2005, and the numbers of people still seeking assista
are staggering. There are over 1500 people still in FEMA trailers. Social service agencies, responding to
continued requests for assistance, estimate that over 6,000 people in the greater New Orleans region still la
the resources to complete the rebuilding of their homes. In Lake Charles, our Methodist partners have over
400 cases pending from Hurricane Rita.

We know that the recovery and rebuilding of hurricane and flood damaged communities in South Louisiana
Attt SEGSYR ¢Sttt 0S€2yR uHnmno 2S LIIN}& D2RQa Oz2y
volunteers, and strength to carry on. Please prayerfully consider ways that your congregation can help to
adzadF Ay 2dzNJ LINBaoedSNE QXK29F5F 2 NIRA (N2 yNISFa2dAVE R AKZRSYAS
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PLEASEPRAY FOR:

The Rev. Dr. Marvin Groote, Interim General Presbyter, the loss of hisiother, Viola Myrtle.

Ms. Suzie Craig, Christian Educator, Parkway Presbyterian Church, Metairie, as she transitions to
Moderator of the Presbytery.

The Rev. Dr. John Blewitt, as he transitions to Moderator ofCounsel

The Rev. Ted and Judith Roeling, Former PSL Treasurer and Pastor, Church of the Way, Baton Rou
and former Associate Presbyter. Ted endures another surgery this month

The Rev. Tom Reighney, as he transitions to the Rehabilitation Unit of American Legion Hospital in
Jennings.




PROJECT HOMECOMING

ProjectHomecomings proud to announcea fantastic
beginningof 2010 In the month of Januaryalonewe
hosted 216 volunteers and with their help, have
completed6 housessincethe beginningof the year!
ProjectHomecoming:elebratedMartin LutherKingJr.
day by dedicating one of these houses The
dedicationof Ms. Myrtle W2 y Kbés&on Virgilian St
involved volunteers and staff from Project
Homecomingthe StBernardProject,andthe Rootsof
Music, a non-profit afterschool music program for
local students,run by a member of the Rebirth Brass
Band (www.therootsofmusic.com). Theservicenot
only celebratedthe end of Ms. W2 y &i@uluous
journey home, but how this homecoming was
completed through the partnership of two great
rebuildingorganizations

In equallyexcitingnews, ProjectHomecomingwill be celebratingthe completionof it 100" house! We would like to
invite all of our friends and supportersto join us at 3pm on March 5, 2010in the dedicationof Mr. Wesleyl | f f C
houseat 1425GordonStNew Orleans,LA70117 Mr.| I fhbuSais a wonderful exampleof Projectl 2 YS O2 Y A y
commitment to sustainablebuilding practices,as well as collaborative partnerships Becauseof the way Project
Homecomingwas able to work together with the Lower Ninth Ward Neighborhood Empowerment Network
Association(who identified Mr. | | f rfe€df the SalvationArmy (gave $15k towards the rebuild), Green Coast
Enterpriseqafor-profit organizationworkingwith the SalvationArmyto recommendgreenbuildingupgrades) FEMA
(providedtemporaryhousing)and LouisianaGreenCorps(a non-profit organizationthat spendsé monthstraininglocal
18-24 yearold disadvantagedouth in greenenergyjob-skills),Mr. Hallhasbeenableto moveinto a safeand durable
housethat will costhisfamilyverylittle to maintainin the future.

Finallywe would like to reachout to all of our local church
members and ask for your continued support Project
Homecomingis in need of local church volunteersto do
everythingfrom help us build housesto answerthe phones
in our office, to interview homeownersabout their Katrina
experiences,and much more. To get involved, please
contact VannJoinesat vann@pslrecovergrg or (504) 920
9509

Tolearnmore about ProjectHomecomingpur work in New
Orleans,or our upcoming100" Dedication,pleasevisit our
website at ProjectHomecominget, friends us on Facebook
(pages/ProjeecHomecoming) or find us on twitter

(twitter.com/ProjHomecoming).

11


http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
http://www.therootsofmusic.com/
mailto:vann@pslrecovery.org
mailto:vann@pslrecovery.org
mailto:vann@pslrecovery.org
http://twitter.com/ProjHomecoming
http://twitter.com/ProjHomecoming
http://twitter.com/ProjHomecoming
http://twitter.com/ProjHomecoming

ON RETREAT
Presbytery of South L ouisiana
March 5-March 7, 2010
Feliciana Retreat Center

For Whom: 6th - 8th Graders in the Preshbytery. (Registration limited to 40 youth and adults total)
Purpose: To provide youth from member churches/youth groups an opportunity to explore the meaning
of Confirmation, i.e. affirming one’s baptismal vows. Focus: Faith Journey, Church History, Confessions
and Polity, When: Friday evening, March Sth by 8:30 p.m. —through Sunday, March 7th, Noon. Where:
Feliciana Retreat Center in Norwood, Louisiana (registrarts will be sent a map) Accommodations will be
inthe Glencoe Cabins as well as the Log Cahin. Cost: 5100 includes lodging, Saturday meals and Sunday
Breakfast.

Sponsored by: Christian Educators of the Preshytery of South Louisiana.

feadership: Suzie Craig Christian Educator, Parkway Preshyterian Church, Metairig, LA; Katie Sovik,
Christian Educator, John Calvin, Metairie, L&,; TheRev. T. Clint Mitchell, Associate Pastor, University
Preshyterian Church, Baton Rouge, L&; Ellen Shields, Youth Director, St. Charles Avenue Preshyterian
Church, New Orleans, L&.; Kathy and Steve Wilson, Volunteers, Broadmoor Presbyterian Church, Baton
Rouge,

Expectations:

® Churches will agree to support the youth and assist in preparation and follow-up.

® An significant adult, who could be pastor, elder or other person with whom the youth of your church
can relate, will accompany your youth participants.

® Each youth and adult will participate in the retreat, preparation for theretreat and sharein the tasks
such as meals, clean up, and/or warship.

® Al will observe the guidelines the group agrees upon the first evening,

NOTE: E-mail will be used for communication.
Registration
Confirmation Retreat
Presbytery of South Louisiana
March 5" -7™, 2010
Feliciana Retreat Center
Due no later than February 15,2010 with fee of $100 for each participant

Checks made out to PSL with Regjstration forms sent to:
Parkway Preshyterian Church

Attention: Suzie Craig

6200 Camphar Street

Metairie, LA 70003
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Youth Birth date
Address E-mail
Home Church

Chaperone

Relationship with youth (if any prior relationship)
Address E-mail




PRESBYTERY OF SOUTH LOUISIANA
Confirmation Retreat Youth Covenant
- 2010 -
As a child of God and in an effort to be with others in a safe way and have
fun as a Christian community, | will covenant to:

1. Attend all scheduled activities, and be an active, helpful participant in our
community.

2. Treat all people (camp leaders, counselors, new and old friends) with dignity,
respect, and sensitivity.

3. Refrain from possession and use of tobacco products, alcohol and
nonprescription drugs.

4. Respect God's beautiful creation and the property of others.

5. Leave at home walkmans, radios, C.D. players, television sets, and all
other electronic games or devices.

6. Abide by all guidelines established for our community.

| agree to uphold this covenant. | will take responsibility for my actions, show
Christ's love and respect to others and myself, and be open in heart and mind.

| understand that failure to keep this covenant may result in being sent home

at my family’s expense and/or not being allowed to participate in future Presbytery
events, as well as notification of my church session.

Print Participant’s Name
Participant's Signature Date
Print Parent’s or Guardian’s Name

Parent's or Guardian's Signature Date




"PSL — Confirmation Retreat Form

Youth

(Please Print clearly in ink)
All youth participants/parent/guardians must fill out the medical release, photograph release and covenant.

Name: Grade
Address: Gender: M F
circle one
City: Zip: Telephone: ( )
Have you attended a Feliciana retreat before: # of times:
Church:
—PSL Medical Release—

In the event that I cannot be reached in an emergency, I hereby give my permission to a physician selected by the
retreat leaders to hospitalize, secure treatment and order injections, anesthesia, or surgery for:

Name Parent/Guardian Signature:

Emergency Telephone: /

Medical conditions/allergies:
Please give any medications to the adult(s) coming with your youth.

—7PSL Photograph Relense—
Pictures may be taken to be used by the Presbytery of South Louisians in publications and on the PSL website. I give
my permission for such use.

Parent/Guardian Signature:

—PSL Covenant—
As a child of God, in an effort to be with others in a safe way and have fun as a Christian community, I will covenant to:
1. Attend all scheduled activities, and be an active helpful participant in our community.
Treat all people (event leaders, advisors, new and old friends) with dignity, respect, and sensitivity.
Respect God's beautiful creation and property of others.
Refrain from possession and use of tobacco products, alcohol, and non-prescription drugs.
Leave at home all walkmans, radios, C.D, players, and all other electronic games and devices, including
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cell phones.
6. Abide by all guidelines established for our community.

1 agree to uphold this covenant. I will take responsibility for my actions; show Christ’s love and respect for others and
myself and be open in heart and mind.

T understand that failure to keep this covenant may result in being sent home at my family’s expense, and/or not being
allowed to participate in future Presbytery events, as well as notification of my church session and parents.

Youth’s Signature: Date:

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:




PSL — Confirmation Retreat Form |

Adult

(Please Print clearly in ink)
All adult participants must fill out the medical release, photograph release and covenant.

Name:

Address: Gender: M F
cirele aue

City: Zip: Telephone: ( )

Have you attended a Feliciana retreat before: # of times:

Church:

—PSL Medical Release—
In the event that I have a medical emergency, I hereby give my permission to a physician selected by the retreat

leaders to hospitalize, secure treatment and order injections, anesthesia, or surgery for me:

Signature: Emergency Telephone:

Medical conditions/allergies:

—PSLE Photograph Release—
Pictures may be taken to be used by the Presbytery of South Louisiana in publications and on the PSL website. 1 give
my permission for such use.

Signed:

—PSL Covenant—
As a child of God, in an effort to be with others in a safe way and have fun as a Christian community, I will covenant to:
Attend all scheduled activities, and be an active helpful participant in our community.
Treat all people (event leaders, advisors, new and old friends) with dignity, respect, and sensitivity.
Respect God’s beautiful creation and property of others.
Refrain from possession and use of tobacco products, alcohol, and non-prescription drugs.
Leave at home all walkmans, radios, C.D. players, and all other electronic games and devices, including
cell phones. If you must bring a cell phone, please put it on vibrate, Note; Many cell phones do not
wark at Feliciana Retreat Center.
6. Abide by all guidelines established for our community.
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I agree to uphold this covenant. T will take responsibility for my actions; show Christ’s love and respect for others and

myself and be open in heart and mind.

Adult Participant’s Signature: Date:

Please sign the following certification: (mandatory)
I certify that: (a) no civil, criminal, or ecclesiastical complaint has ever been sustained or is pending against me for
sexual misconduct; (b) I have never resigned or been terminated from a position for reasons of sexual misconduct; or
(c) I have never been required to receive professional treatment for reasons related to sexual misconduct on my part.

Adult Participant’s Signature: Date:




The Rev. Robert M. Rogers

Dr. Mickey Bird

The Rev. T. Keith Abramowski

The Rev. Jim Murray

The Rev. Dr. Young Chang Jin

The Rev. Phil Stagg

The Rev. Gill Richardson

Mrs. Glenda Keegan
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