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MISSION STATEMENT:
In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit

We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members, 
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
well as to the larger Church, and

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:
The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the 

shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200)
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the Website

www.pbysouthla.org

As the Presbytery of South Louisiana strives to

be better Stewards we encourage presbyters to

periodically visit the presbytery website at

www.pbysouthla.org for information. In addition,

please encourage those members of your

congregation who may not be involved in

presbytery to visit our web-site by announcing it

in your bulletins and newsletters occasionally.

MISSING:

The Projector is missing from the Presbytery Office.  If  

someone has checked it out please let Julia know. 

You can call the office at 225 -275-1242 or 

email: secretary@pbysouthla.org

Thanks for your help in this matter!

http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
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http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
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Dearfriendsin Christ,

As we cometo thebeginningof a newyear,we find ourselvesin a time of transitionin our churchesand

in our Presbytery. For thosechurchesthat havebeenaffectedby the stormsof recentyears,so muchhas

changed. Someof our churchesarefacingthelossof outsidefinancialsupportthathashelpedthemthrough

the difficult times and arewonderinghow they will managein the comingyear. Someare dealingwith

membershiplosses,particularlywith thelossof long-time leadersin thechurch.

Our presbyteryhasbeenthrougha difficult year in 2009, on top of severaldifficult yearssincethe

stormsof 2005and2008. We arein themidst of leadershipchanges,andearly2010will bring thearrival

of our newInterimGeneralPresbyter,theRev. Dr. Marvin Groote. I ammyselfnewto my position,having

startedin Novemberas Interim Treasurer. Iômlearningñonthejob,òand if I donôthavean immediate

answerto a questionyou mayask,Iôllfind outandgetbackto you.

Thereis alwaysuncertaintyin transition,anduncertaintycan lead to caution. This is understandable.

But as Christians,in times of transitionwe can alwaysbe assuredthat our God is the God of the past,

present,AND thefuture,andevenin timesof our uncertaintyin transition,Godis neveruncertain. He goes

with usin all of ourendeavors,andevenasheprovidedfor thepeopleof Israelin thewilderness,sohewill

providefor usin thesedays.

Now that you know I am a preacherfirst and a treasurersecond,I supposeitôstime I put on my

Treasurerôshat! I suspectwe all arescramblingto try to figure out how we will makeendsmeetin 2010,

andit would not surpriseme if someonehassaid in a sessionmeetingsomewhere,ñWhydo we haveto

budgetfundsto sendto thepresbytery?Wehavebills to pay,too.ò

The answeris that we areall part of the presbytery. Itôsnotñthosepeoplein BatonRouge.òItôsthose

peoplein New OrleansandAbbeville andDeRidderandAlexandriaandon andoné62 churchesin all,

stretchingfrom PearlRiver to Sulphur. We needoneanother. Fundssentto thepresbyterygo to supportthe

work of all ourchurches. Weare,dareI sayit, aconnectionalchurch.

Now, asto that moneypart. The per capitafor your churchfor 2010is $13.04 per activememberon

your rolls onDecember31, 2008, asreportedon theAnnualStatisticalReportyousubmittedto theGeneral

Assemblyearlier this year. Of that amount,$6.89 goesto the Presbyteryof SouthLouisiana,and $6.15

goesto the GeneralAssembly. The missionaskingamountis the sameaswasaskedlast year. Youôllbe

gettinga letterfrom meconfirmingtheamountsfor yourparticularchurch.

In preparingyour budgetfor 2010, I hope your sessionwill prayerfully considerits offering to the

presbyteryin this time of transition,in faith and confidencein the God who hasled us this far through

adversitiesandwho continuesto leadusinto thefuturethathehasalreadypreparedfor us. May Godbless

usall in thiscomingyear!

Yours in Christ,

Kathleen Crighton

Interim Treasurer
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A LETTER FROM THE TREASURER
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Dan Marsh: Young Adult Volunteer 

Hi, my name is Dan Marsh and I am one of the Young Adult
Volunteers serving the Presbyteryof South Louisiana. I did not grow
up in the PresbyterianChurch, but I heard about the YAV program
through a Presbyteriansupportedcampusministry I attendedduring
college. I had been on two spring break trips to help rebuild in
hurricane-damagedhomes and was looking to do something along
those lines for a full year. My choice to participate in the YAV
program was multifaceted. Not only did I want to help rebuild the
Gulf Coast,but I alsowantedto live in an intentional community with
other peoplearoundthe sameage. Other aspectsof the YAV program
that interestedme were the simple living, spiritual developmentand
vocationaldiscernment.

I am working with Project Homecoming as a construction assistantwhich meansthat I spendmy
weekon a job site with week-long volunteersto rebuild homesdamagedby hurricaneKatrina. Now
that Iõmhere,the thing I love most is working with new short-term volunteerseachweek. I love to
teach them a few skills and seewhat they do with them during the week. Itõsgreat to seehow
excited eachof the groups are on Monday mornings. Other than the work, I also enjoy sitting
around at lunch and fellowshipping with the group and hearing their stories and what compelled
them to come,or in many cases,what keepsbringing them back!

I feel that this wasthe perfectplacefor me becauseof my life experiencesafter graduation. So,to all
collegestudentsout there readingthis, take a look at the YAV website(www .pcusa.org/yav) . You
might find somethingyou like andthat will align with your interests.



PLEASE PRAY FOR:

The Rev. Dr. Marvin Groote , Interim General Presbyter, for a safe and 
pleasant move from Texas to Baton Rouge

Ms. Suzie Craig, Moderator of the Presbytery, Christian Educator, 
Parkway Presbyterian Church, Metairie.

The Rev. Dr. John Blewitt , as he transitions to Moderator of Counsel
The Rev. Ted and Judith Roeling ,  Former  PSL Treasurer and Pastor, 

Church of the Way, Baton Rouge and former Associate Presbyter
Those who are ill.

The Rev. Jean Marie Peacock, Associate Presbyter
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COM Calendar2010

January 21, 2010 10:00 a.m. Highland Presbyterian Church

February 18, 2010 10:00 a.m. Presbytery of South Louisiana, Office

May 20, 2010 10:00 a.m. Presbytery of South Louisiana, Office

September 16, 2010 10:00 a.m. Presbytery of South Louisiana, Office

November 18, 2010 10:00 a.m. Presbytery of South Louisiana, Office



άThe Book of Ordergives the Committee on Ministry the responsibility for the ministry of the presbytery to 
its congregations and church professionalǎΦέ  ¢Ƙǳǎ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
suggested revision of the PSL COM Manual, as aptly stated by the Reverend Lisa Easterling.  Lisa goes 
ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ άΧinvolves concern for 
personal and corporate integrity, for matching personal leadership skills and commitments with the 
needs of the Church of Jesus Christ, and for applying the values and norms of the Presbyterian Church 
ό¦Φ{Φ!Φύ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ ΨconnectionalismΩ 
which is provided for in the Book of OrderΦέ

Thisresponsibilityismassive,extensive,and,at times,overwhelming,for a committeeof 22persons
electedfrom amongthe very capableand caringchurchprofessionalsand lay leaderswho live and
work amongusaspartnersin service. But amazingly,the COMfulfills its responsibilitieswith much
hard work, with graceand insight, and, more often than not, with successin furthering healthy
ministriesthroughoutthe Presbyteryof SouthLouisiana.

As your elected moderator of the COM for 2010, I look forward to working with our PSL
congregationsand churchprofessionals,aswe continueto engagein the discernmentof DƻŘΩǎwill
for our presbyteryandits memberchurchesandchurchprofessionals. In my four yearson the COM,
I havebeenprivilegedto work with gifted anddedicatedcommitteemembers,and I havea growing
familiaritywith manyof our congregations,churchleaders,andchurchprofessionals.

Therehasbeenmuchtalk of mistrust,distrust,anddisfunctionwithin the presbytery. I seethe PSL
differently. I seethe manyactsof Christiancharity one to another within the presbytery,and I see
countlessefforts of missionalcaringfor the needyof the world, within the boundsof our presbytery
andfar beyond. I seeandhearsincerely- andprayerfully-helddifferencesof opiniononάƘƻǘέissues,
expressedsometimesasif only one way is the right way. At the sametime, I seeandhearheartfelt
efforts to be open and receptiveto diversitywithin the presbytery. In effect, I seeand hearDƻŘΩǎ
people being the people God callsus to be, surelymakingmistakesbut just as surely responding
faithfully to our everfaithful God.

During 2010, the COMis revisingits meeting schedule,to hold whole-group meetingsfive times
duringthe year,andto meet in our regionalteamsthe other sevenmonthsof the year. I am asking
the COM to commit to monthly Bible study on Vision and Transformation,using selectedBible
passagesdesignatedby TomBandy. And we will beginour yearon January21, with a mini-retreat
focusingon what the Bible saysabout unity, led by the ReverendRobin McCullough-Bade, the
executivedirector of the Interfaith Federationof GreaterBaton Rouge., as well as havingtraining
duringfuture meetingson our work asCOMliaisonsandon conflict resolution.

My hope is that all individuals within the PSL will grow to a greater understanding that 

άǿŜ all ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜǎ ǳǎΦ

Barbara Hoffman December 20, 2009 6



Presbyterian Youth Triennium

July 20-24, 2010 

Cost $750

(Based on current transportation costs)

Registration Deposit $200.00

(An Event sponsored by the Presbytery of South Louisiana)

The 2010 Presbyterian Youth Triennium has been called by the Holy Spirit to meet young people in their 
journey of faith. The planning and leadership team will be intentional that, in all aspects of the 
conference, Jesus Christ is proclaimed and the Kingdom of God is built up. Come join us as we respond to 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŜƭŦ-expression, recreation, worship and study. 

Å Registration forms are due by January 11, 2010 accompanied by the $200.00 deposit. Checks made 
payable to the Presbytery of South Louisiana. 

Å An itinerary is enclosed for your review. 

Å A mandatory Triennium group meeting for youth and a parent will be held in early May 2010. You 
will receive information about the time and location. I will try to make it centrally located for all 
concerned.  We will discuss what to bring at our meeting as well as complete any other necessary 
paper work. 

Å We will be flying in and out of New Orleans, ground transportation to and from the Indianapolis 
airport is included as well as a Group T-shirt, accommodations will be in Purdue dormitories which 
may or may not be air conditioned All meals during our stay are included in the conference 
registration except our en route meals. 

The two adult leaders are: Reverend Clint Mitchell, associate pastor at UPC and Suzie Craig, DCE at 
Parkway. If you have questions contact Suzie Craig at 504-733-1644 or 504-491-3976.

Scholarship money is available. To apply for scholarship funds submit in writing along with the 
registration form a written explanation regarding the nature of the financial need. Funds will be dispersed 
on a case by case need based basis. 
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Covenant Must be Signed by Participant

As a child of God and in an effort to be with others in a safe way and have fun as a Christian
community,I will covenantto:

1. Attendall scheduledactivities,andbeanactive,helpfulparticipantin our
community.

2. TreatALLpeople(eventleaders,advisors,newandold friends)with dignity,
respectandsensitivity.

3. Refrainfrom possessionanduseof tobaccoproducts,alcoholand
non-prescriptiondrugs.

4. RespectGodôsbeautifulcreationandthe propertyof others.
5. Leavein my room all walkman,radios,C.D. players,andall other electronic

gamesor devices.
6. Abideby the guidelinesestablishedfor our community.

I agree to uphold this covenant. I will take responsibilityfor my actions,show Christôs love and
respectto othersand myself,and be open in heart and mind. I understandthat failure to keepthis
covenantmayresult in my beingsenthomeat my expenseand/ or not beingallowedto participate
in future youthevents,aswell asnotificationof my churchsession.

Signature:_________________________________________________Date:__________________

As the parent of this youth, I have read this covenant and agree to the terms and conditions of this
agreement. I understandthat my youthôs failure to abide by the standardsset forth may result in my
notificationandthe needto providereturn transportationat my expense.

ParentôsSignature:_____________________________________Date_______________________



9

PRESBYTERY OF SOUTH LOUISIANA
PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH TRIENNUIM

Application

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Ageyouwill beon July20, 2010: _________ Gender: M / F T-shirt size: _______

MailingAddress: _________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________State: __________Zip: _______________

Homephone: ________________________Cellphone: _________________________

E-mailaddress: __________________________________________________________

Homechurch: ___________________________________________________________

Churchinvolvement: _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Schoolor Communityinvolvement: __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Whydo youwant to attendPYT2010?________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

RoommateRequest: (mustbemutual)_________________________________________

SpecialNeeds: ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1507432&id=59988132765
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PRESBYTERY OF SOUTH 
LOUISIANA 

2010 YOUTH TRIENNIUM
JULY 20-24, 2010

$ 750
(Based on current transportation costs)

REGISTRATION FORM
(AN EVENT SPONSORED BY THE PRESBYTERY OF SOUTH LOUISIANA)

Students must be 15 by July 20, 2010 through Graduating senior.

Name:_________________________________________________________DOB__________

Name as it appears on driverôs license or I.D. (This is important for airline ticket information)

Address:___________________________________________________GradeCompleted____   

City:______________________________________________LA.________________________     

Home #____________________________________Parent Work #______________________

Cell#______________________________________Emergency #________________________

--Medical Releaseð
In the event that I cannot be reached in an emergency, I hereby give my permission to a
physician selected by the conference leaders to hospitalize, secure treatment and order 
injections, anesthesia, or surgery 

For:____________________________________________________________________
Parentôs Name:____________________________________/______________________________

Print Signature
Medical Conditions or allergies:_____________________________________________________
Medications currently taking:______________________________________________________
Emergency Phone #______________________________________________________________
Physicianôs Name:________________________________________#______________________
Church Recommendation
I recommend this youth for participation in the 2010 Youth Triennium, acknowledging his/her active, 
faithful participation in the life of this church:____________________________

Pastor/Clerk of Session/DCE

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Received:_______________________________

$200 Deposit Paid       check #
Church:$___________________________________
Scholarship$_________________________________
Final Amount Paid $________ Check #_____ Date______

Deposit of $200 is due with registration
Final Payment will be due no later than May 1, 2010

May checks payable to PSL and in the memo: Triennium 
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The Rev. Dr. Lloyd A. Harsch 9

The Rev. Dr. Jim Rollins 11

The Rev. T. Keith Abramowski 21

Ms. Sue Candler 22

The Rev. Kwan Jun Park 26

Ms. Mary De Witt Dukes 29

The Rev. Charlene M. Heaton 30



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17

GoSaints!!

18

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day

19
Council Meeting

20 21
COM: Highland 

Presbytery Church, 

Baton Rouge

22
Finance 

Committee

23

24

31

25
Welcome,

Marvin

Groote

26 27 28 29 30
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