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Our next stated Presbytery meeting,June15, 2010, is going to be hostedby the folks at the Albany

HungarianPresbyterianChurch. Here is a brief bio to give you somebackground.
The Albany Church originally started out as the Protestant immigrant mission in Arphadon

(between modern Springfield and Albany), the largest rural Hungarian settlement ever to exist in the
U.S. It was founded in 1907 by immigrants with a twenty acre grant from the local lumber mill .
Throughout much of its history, servicescontinued to be held in the Hungarian language. A significant
portion of its earlier history was shepherdedby the Rev. Alexander Bartus, who served the church
from 1921 until 1968.

In the mid-1950's, a second Presbyterian congregation, the Albany Presbyterian Church, was
established in the town of Albany. It was intended to be an English speaking equivalent to the
Hungarian Church. Both groups servedthe areafor many years. The Hungarian Churchwas closedfor
a time, but then was reestablishedin 1972. In 2002, the congregationscametogether asone,closing
the Albany building and returning all Presbyterianwork to the original settlement site.

Albany Hungarian continues on its original twenty acres. With about 100 members,they maintain
a faithful witness to JesusChrist. The original sanctuary is still in use,along with the manse(now the
office and meeting space),a fellowship hall and a trailer for the minister. Members and officers take
pride in the fact that the property and buildings are debt free.

Currently working through a mission study, the church seeksto look to the future in an area that is
rapidly growing and changing. Although servicesare no longer in Hungarian, there is still a love for
treasured traditions, such as singing "Silent Night" in Hungarian at Christmas, the All Saints Day
observancesand the annual kiflis and kalachessales. Newer traditions include a Hungarian Luau,an
Ash Wednesdayobservanceand "Stump the Sage"on fifth Sundaysof the month. Mission outreach
includes support of governing bodies, being a distribution site for the Angel Food ministry,
involvement in the local Drug Court by the Women of the Church and financial support of AIDS
infected orphans in Africa.

The Rev. Don Thursby is the Temporary Supplyat Albany Hungarian.

http://www.pcusa.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pslrecovery.org/
mailto:dac@pbysouthla.org
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The 115 th Stated Meeting 

Presbytery of South Louisiana

Tuesday

June 15, 2010

9:00 a.m. ð5:00 p.m.

Albany Hungarian Church

Presbyterian Church Road

Albany, LA 70711

225 -567 -2098

www.ahpchurch.org

COM CELEBRATES

First Presbyterian Church, Slidell, with a congregation of 110 members, has established

itself as a bulwark in our presbytery's Katrina recovery program.

Shortly after Hurricane Katrina, its recreation building was converted to

house volunteer service teams coming to South Louisiana to work on rehabilitating houses in

the Greater New Orleans area and the North Shore. Under the leadership of Elder Milton

Means, members of the congregation are directly, and enthusiastically, involved

in managing the Presbyterian Community Outreach Program and ministering to the needs of

the volunteers who come from all over the General Assembly to work.

Since being called as pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Slidell, the Rev. Barbara Thursby

has worked with the Session in organizing the appropriate Committees. The Session is

active in dealing with concerns of the congregation.

A new Sunday School Class for children has been established. A strong, active choir sings

in the worship service. A prayer group meets weekly, another group knits "prayer

shawls" for distribution to "shut-ins" and two Presbyerian Women's circles are active. A

MotherôsDay Out program serves some ninety children, some from the congregation and

others from the larger Slidell community.

Reported by Wallace Carr
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Friends,

One of my mentors, now deceased, once stated to me, ñBigbodies move slow!òIt took me

some time to learn what she was saying, but over the years I have come to make that same

statement about governing bodies in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

You will remember that my last article for the Leadership Letter I described a blog that would

appear soon on the Presbytery of South Louisiana web site, www.pbysouthla.org. You will

recall that I stated that anyone would want to raise a comment or question concerning the

Presbytery of South Louisiana could raise them in the blog. Today we have confirmation that

the blog is operational and we will welcome comments and questions. I will try to check the

blog each day [and perhaps be a bit more lax on weekends] to answer any questions that

might arise.

Another use for the blog will be for our representatives at General Assembly in Minneapolis to

post their thought and reflections. I am hoping that everyone here in South Louisiana will

follow the General Assembly both online at the PCUSA web site, www.pcusa.org/ga219 , and

through our own web site blog.

In other matters you will be happy to know that your Council is busy at work. At the last

stated meeting two further dates were outlined. The first is on June 30, when most of the

Council will gather in a Leadership Summit. We will discuss the structure of the Presbytery

with the hope that a recommendation can be brought forward to a future presbytery meeting.

The second is in late July when the Finance Committee will gather with interested parties to

formulate a budget for 2011.

Personally I have been encouraged by the response of our congregations this year. Although

our financial state is continuing to be tenuous, I believe that we have turned a corner and are

prepared to look to the future in the ways we can serve God in this corner of the world.

I would be irresponsible if I did not mention the disaster we are facing in the Gulf of Mexico. I

am calling all Presbyterians in the Presbytery of South Louisiana to be in prayer for those

whose livelihood is being affected by the continuing discharge of oil on the floor of the Gulf.

My heart goes out to our congregations who are on the front line of this battle. My thoughts

and prayers go out to everyone who is working to alleviate disaster. My hope goes out that

the flow of oil may soon be shut off. Please be in prayer for all involved.

Shalom,

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter

Presbytery of South Louisiana

http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pbysouthla.org/
http://www.pcusa.org/ga219
http://www.pcusa.org/ga219
http://www.pcusa.org/ga219
http://www.pcusa.org/ga219
http://www.pcusa.org/ga219
http://www.pcusa.org/ga219


CONTENTS

Albany Hungarian 1-2

Birthdays 17

Calendar 16

Camp Agape 10-15

Com 2/9

General Presbyter Article 3

Mission Insight Training 8

Moderator Article 5

Personnel Committee 4

Project Homecoming 7

Presbytery Meeting 2

YAV Young Adult Volunteer 6

4

MISSION STATEMENT:
In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit

We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members, 
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
well as to the larger Church, and

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:
The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the 

shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200)

to serve God and help 

Presbytery of South Louisiana

TREASURER POSITION OPEN 
taking applications

Contact Personnel Committee
Please applyJune 1-15, 2010.

Treasurer needed. Approximately 10 hours per
week. Position is open in the PSLoffice Baton
Rouge.

Between June 1-15, 2010 applications will be
acceptedfor a VolunteerTreasurer
to assist in the presbytery financial process. Job
descriptionavailableuponrequest.
Expensescovered with limited stipend. Ordained
Elder or Clergypreferred. Accountingor Business
degree. Interested parties may apply to PSL
Personnel Committee through Kathy Randall at
504.866.7435or kathyran@covad.net

mailto:kathyran@covad.net
mailto:kathyran@covad.net
mailto:kathyran@covad.net
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By John Blewitt, Moderator of Presbytery Council

For a long time, the Councilhasneededto
be reactive to deal with the many
challengesand crisesthat have come our
way. TheSummitwill be an opportunity to
be proactive. We can look at ways to
strengthen our relationships with the
leaders and members of our presbytery,
andalsowith the neighborswho live in our
missionfields.

Pleasepray for this Council retreat, that
we may useour time together wisely. Pray
especiallythat DƻŘΩǎSpiritwill guideus.

SAVE THE DATE! Council is planning a
retreat for churchprofessionalsat Feliciana
on September27 and28. Thiswill bea time
for fellowshipandpersonalrenewal.
And how are you doing with your spiritual
habits? Remember, we cannot give to
otherswhat we do not haveourselves!We
cannot blessothers without receivingthe
[ƻǊŘΩǎblessings. t{[Ωǎfuture dependsupon
the depth andquality of our relationshipto
our LivingLord!

SummertimeequalsάSummittimeέfor the PSLCouncil!Councilmembershave
agreedto meet on July27th for another planningretreat, which we are callinga
Summit. It will be a chancefor us to think about how to make our presbytery
more effective in carrying out its mission. We want to look at our current
structuresand practicesto seeif there are waysto be better at what we needto
do to supportour leadersandcongregationsin their ministryandmission.



6

Dear friends,

As part of my work here, I have interacted with hundreds of

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance volunteers. We talk about the

need for coastal restoration in order to help protect the homes

that the volunteers have worked on from future damage and

about ways that volunteers can lower their impact on coastal land

loss when they return home.

Although coastal land loss affects people throughout the country

in many ways, it's initial greatest impact is on us here at the

bottom of Mississippi River. I believe this means that we need to

be leaders in the movement for coastal restoration. Submitting an

Overture to General Assembly regarding coastal land loss was a

great step forward! With Earth Day right around the corner, let us

take this opportunity to think about ways that we can lower our

churches environmental impact.

Your church can get a free review of it's energy use. A reduction

in energy use not only lowers your impact on the environment, but

it also reduces your utility bills! For more information or to request

a review, contact the Louisiana Interchurch Conference's

Commission on Stewardship of the Environment

at lainterchurch@aol.com. Also, for a list of suggestions on ways

to make your church greener, go to www.energystar.gov and type

congregations in the search bar.

We as individuals can also do a great deal of good by making

minor changes to our lifestyles. For example, the cypress mulch

industry is a leading cause of destruction of cypress forests, so

don't use cypress mulch in your gardens. Also, the food industry

causes an enormous amount of carbon emissions when it ships

food around the planet, so you can reduce pollution by simply

buying produce, seafood, and other food that was grown in

Louisiana (which also helps the Louisiana economy!). For more

ideas, check out www.thegreenguide.com.

As part of my work here, I send out periodic email newsletters to

previous volunteers and other interested people about the latest

coastal news, simple actions people can take to make a

difference, and resources to learn more. If you'd like to be

included on my email list, just email me

at disappearingcoast@gmail.com.

Peace,

Gloria King

GLORIA  KING

mailto:lainterchurch@aol.com
mailto:lainterchurch@aol.com
mailto:lainterchurch@aol.com
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.thegreenguide.com/
http://www.thegreenguide.com/
http://www.thegreenguide.com/
http://www.thegreenguide.com/
http://www.thegreenguide.com/
mailto:disappearingcoast@gmail.com
mailto:disappearingcoast@gmail.com
mailto:disappearingcoast@gmail.com
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ALVIN AND ODELEAN BALLõS HOME DEDICATION

May 14th, 2010- Project Homecoming celebrated the dedication 

of Alvin and Odelean Ball's home in the upper ninth ward. The 

rebuilding of this house was a collaboration between volunteers 

and construction management from Project Homecoming, 

funding from the St. Bernard Project, and the tireless work of 

Alvin Ball. Volunteers from both organizations, family and friends 

packed the Ball's house, last Friday, for the ceremony.

One group of Volunteers from the St. James Presbyterian 

Church, in Mechanicsburg, PA, came down especially for this 

event.

"Were not going to miss this dedication," exclaimed Jim Reitz, 

father of Young Adult Volunteer Jenna Reitz, who is volunteering 

her year at Faith Presbyterian Church in Harvey, LA. "We were 

so moved after working for the Ball's this winter, that we had to 

come down again to celebrate their homecoming." 

The Ball's are truly an incredible family. Alvin worked his whole 

life driving eighteen wheelers, and Greyhound buses,yet after 

Hurricane Katrina destroyed their neighborhood, Alvin quit his job 

so that he could focus on rebuilding their home.

While Odelean spent her days working for the Sewerage and 

Water Board, Alvin single-handedly gutted, re-roofed, re-sided, 

and re-framed their house. Unfortunately, because their 

insurance policy ran out days before Katrina hit, the Ball's soon 

ran out of money to rebuild. 

That's when Project Homecoming and the St. Bernard Project 

lent a hand. And after months of tireless work, Alvin, Odelean

and two of their children have finally come home.

"This is a house built by love," remarked Odelean Ball. "The 

inside of the walls are covered with notes from volunteers from all 

over the country. And we can feel that love every time we walk in 

our front door."

To learn more about Project Homecoming please check out our 

website, www.ProjectHomecoming.net, or friend us on facebook, 

www.facebook.com/ProjHomecoming.

http://www.projecthomecoming.net/
http://www.facebook.com/ProjHomecoming
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TO ALL OF THE FATHERõS 

IN THE PSL, 

HAVE A SAFE 

AND 

JOY FILLED 

FATHERõS DAY!
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WHO GETS THE LAST WORD?
By Rev. Fred Seay

On Sunday, May 23, I was blessed to attend the CalcasieuParish celebration of Presbyterian
Heritage Sunday. Westminster Presbyterian Church in Sulphur invited St. Andrew and First
Presbyterian from Lake Charles and First Presbyterian Church of DeRidder for a supper and
Communionservice. Rev. (Lt . Col.) PabloRivera preacheda moving and powerful sermon. Pablois
a member of SanJuan(Puerto Rico) Presbytery and labors within the bounds of our presbytery.
He is Deputy Commanderof Chaplainsat Fort Polk, and Stated Supply for the DeRidder church.
The CommissionedLay Pastorsof Westminster and St. Andrew Presbyterian Churchestook part,
as well: Erich and Leslie Mansell and Nanette Cagney. I was the ȰÒÅÇÕÌÁÒȱMinister of Word and
Sacrament member of PSL. Several possibilities for Presbyterian leadership were all together
there in that sanctuary!

St. Andrew, Westminster, and First Church in DeRidder have all been through very low and dark
valleys in their congregational lives. All three have seen some wonderful signs of renewal, with
growth in the numbers and diversity of their members. Leadershiphasbeenan important element
and all three havebeenrichly blessedwith pastoral leadership,and the Elders havealso taken on
the necessaryresponsibilities. And all three were at points not too long agowhen the panorama
looked very grim for their continuing survival.

Congregationsdo have life cycles. Sometimes,congregations die, or discern that God is calling
them to dissolve. But before our Book of Order beginsdetailing the structures and channelsof our
polity, it makesa foundational statement: JesusChrist, the risen, living, and reigning Lord, is Head
of the church. (G-1.0100). Ultimately, he is the One who gets in the last word in the life of his
church and the congregationsthat comprise it . We do our part, of course. The Presbytery through
the Committeeon Ministry works to provide care to congregationsand pastors,promote the peace
and harmony of churches,and helping to mediate or if necessarytake action in caseof difficulties
within a church, or with a pastor (G-11.0502) . Ministers of Word and Sacrament, Commissioned
Lay Pastors, Ruling Elders,and Deaconswork to fulfill our tasks of ministry. But ultimately, Jesus
has the last word. The Holy Spirit has given the gift of renewal in more than one congregation in
PSL. We should all be realistic about the challengesa number of us face in the congregationsin
which we serve and worship. At the sametime, we should not lose heart, remembering that the
living Christ is Lord of the church.
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One weekend ïIntro Camp     April 30 ï(Friday ïSunday)

Intro Camp Campground 1stï2nd Graders

(grade completed 2010)

$94

Camp Agape 2010
A Mission of the Presbytery of South Louisiana

Come and Discover What

òYou Are Gifted: Unwrapping Your Divine 
Potentialó Is All About

Jesus Power for Daily Living

Agape is the New Testament word for the unconditional love of God

Registration Mailing Address

Camp Agape

Broadmoor Presbyterian Church

9340 Florida Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA 70815

225/924-4271

One Week ïThree Camps June 6 ς12, 2010 (Sunday ïSaturday)

Explorer Camp Campground 3rdï5th Grades
(grade completed 2010)

$330

Senior Camp Glencoe Cottages 6th -8th Grades
(grade completed 2010)

$356

Wrangler camp Log Cabin 9thï12th Grades
(grade completed 2010)

$400

Back this year!
Iceberg and Horses
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Our Facilities
The Feliciana Retreat Center is a year-round camp and conference

center operated by the Presbytery of South Louisiana, near Norwood,

Louisiana. The facilities include 11 cabins, 4 cottages, a lodge, a log

cabin, a natural swimming area called ñTheDipò,Dunn Lake for

canoeing, hiking trails, an outdoor lakeside chapel, an archery range, a

challenge course, and a rock wall with zip line, all set on 219 acres of

beautiful pine and hardwood forest. Our large facility enables our camps

to come together for joint activities such as worship and to disperse for

independent activities without interference with the other camps. It is an

inspiring setting for a Christian camp experience. Both Explorer and

Senior campers will have the on site opportunity to ride horses. Visit

www.felicianaretreat.org to see pictures.

General Information

What are òIntro Campó, òCamp Agapeó, and òWrangler Campó?

ñIntroCampòis a weekend of ñintroductionòto camping for 1st and 2nd graders (grade

completed in 2010) to help prepare them for the excitement of full summer camp. Parents and

grandparents are invited to attend the camp at the same tuition. Parents stay in a different part

of the campground and can enjoy their own choice of activities or observe some of the childrenôs

activities.

ñCampAgapeòis a week of exciting adventures for 3rd-8th graders (grade completed in

2010) in Godôsgreat and beautiful outdoors. Younger and older children will be at camp

simultaneously but stay in separate facilities and will have separate activities most of the time.

3rd-5th graders will enjoy ñExplorerCampòwhile 6th-8th graders will experience the excitement of

ñSeniorCampò.

ñWranglerCampòis our equestrian camp. A limited number of senior highs will have the

opportunity to learn and work with horses while growing in faith. Wrangler camp will utilize

different facilities than Camp Agape at the Feliciana Retreat Center.

Why go to camp?
Summer camp is an exciting adventure for young people. By being away from home

and experiencing the thrills of Godôsnatural wonders, young peoplesôheightened senses make them

more open than ever to learningðespecially in the area of spiritual growth. The entire camp, with its

woods and water and wildlife, becomes a ñlivingtheateròfor dramatically experiencing the truths of

the Bible. Among Presbyterians, some 52% of pastors and 42% of elders report that ñoneparticular

learning or spiritual experience that had great significance in shaping (my) Christian lifeòoccurred at

a camp, conference, or retreat. This is over double the next largest category (which is church

school) (Presbyterians Today, Nov. 2003, p.7). In one week of camp, a child has as much spiritual

learning time as in six months of Sunday School if the child has perfect attendance in those six

months. In addition to spiritual learning, the campers grow in self-confidence and social skills, and

learn about nature. They also meet new friends and have lots and lots of fun!

http://www.felicianaretreat.org/
http://www.felicianaretreat.org/
http://www.felicianaretreat.org/
http://www.felicianaretreat.org/
http://www.felicianaretreat.org/


12

What can my child expect at òCampAgapeó?

Explorer boys will stay in cabins at the Feliciana Retreat Center campground which have

electricity, ventilation fans, and bunk beds. Explorer girls will stay in the newly air conditioned Murf B.

The campground has a central shower house, picnic tables and fire circles. The Senior campers will

stay in the air conditioned Glencoe Cottages. Campers will be grouped in the cabins and cottages with

others in their age range and grade in school. Each cabin and cottage will have a counselor and may

also have a counselor aide. The Wranglers will stay in the air conditioned Log Cabin with their

counselors.

Each age group will enjoy age appropriate activities that may include swimming, hiking,

canoeing, horses, rock wall and zip line, challenge course, archery, crafts, drama, nature activities,

cookouts, service projects and campfires. Explorers and Seniors will be together for some activities,

such as meals and worship. Daily Bible study, prayer and worship will be a central part of every

camperôsexperience. Our theme this year is òYou Are Gifted : Unwrapping Your Divine
Potential ó. Each day there will be an ñAgapeòproject that teaches campers to live rather than merely

talk about Christôslove. Some of the weekôshighlights may include:

*Group-building on the Challenge course

*Community singing and a talent show

*Trip to a nursing home or Veteransôhome

*Invitation to accept Christ as Lord, for those who

havenôtdone so

*Celebration of the LordôsSupper

By the end of the week the campers have many new

friends.

The health and safety of our campers are monitored and maintained at all times and are central

to all the planning and activities at camp. Camp programs are not without risk, but with careful

attention to safety procedures and a mature, experienced, trained staff, we minimize that risk while still

offering a fun and challenging program. A background check is conducted on every staff member. An

adult certified life guard will be present during swimming and canoeing and a nurse is on site at all

times. Before your child comes to camp a health examination by a physician is required. All activities

with the horses will be supervised by an experienced equestrian camp director. Our cabin counselors

and camp staff are recruited from Presbyterian churches throughout the Presbytery and many are

ordained elders and ministers. Our camper to counselor ratio has averaged about six to one, which is

better than the American Camping Association recommended ratio and better than found at most

camps.

Health and Safety
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Where is camp located?

Feliciana Retreat Center

10274 Highway 422

Norwood, Louisiana, LA  70761

225-683-9420

(Please do not mail applications to this address)

How do I register my child?

Complete the application form and mail it with the camp fee to Camp Agape at the address 

on the front cover.  Do not send your registration to the retreat center.   Do not send cash.

Full fees must be sent in advance.  Important: Make your check payable to Broadmoor

Presbyterian Church with Camp Agape on the memo line.  The form must be signed by a 

parent and the camperôs pastor or religious leader. After your application is received you will 

be sent a packet containing a health form, information about what to bring, and directions to 

the Retreat Center.  The deadline to register for Intro Camp is April 13, 2010 and the 

deadline to register for Camp Agape is May 18, 2010.  Note:  The completed medical 

examination form signed by your doctor is required to attend Camp Agape and Wrangler 

camp.  Allow time to schedule the examination.  When our capacity is reached we will cut 

off registration and establish a waiting list. Register early to avoid disappointment


