
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends, 
This Leadership Letter will arrive at your inboxes as the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
begins.  There are many issues before the General Assembly again this year.  Typically each General Assembly 
addresses several thousand items of business each time it meets and with the alternate year General 
Assemblies the work load has increased.  There will also be many happenings of interest throughout the 
General Assembly.  In the paragraphs that follow LΩƭƭ outline ways that you may be able to observe or 
experience the General Assembly as it happens. 
First, by the time the General Assembly convenes participants from the Presbytery of South Louisiana will 
have the opportunity to write about their experience in a blog that will appear on our web site.  You may find 
the blog at www.pbysouthla.org.  Go to the lower right hand corner of the front page and you will find a series 
of blogs.  One of them will refer to the 219th General Assembly.  You will have access to the entire blog from 
that point.  The newer articles will appear at the top of the blog and the older articles will be farther down the 
page.  Please keep in mind that entries in this blog will be the opinions of the authors and will need to be 
considered in that manner. 
The General Assembly web site will also contain various articles about the actions and considerations of the 
General Assembly.  The link that goes directly to the actions of the 219th General Assembly is:  
www.pcusa.org/ga219.  At this site you will find the official log of actions taken, a plan of what business will be 
taken up when and many other links.  For the past few GAs, there have been streaming video of major events 
like the election of the moderator, the Sunday morning worship service and many other events of interest.   
Daily articles will appear at the online version of Presbyterian Outlook.  It can be found at:  www.pres-
outlook.com.  This has widely been considered the independent source of news within the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). 
Additional information can be found at the web site of Presbyterians Today.  It is found at:  
www.pcusa.org/today.  This magazine is considered to be the official voice of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). 
There are many other sources of information.  My caution to you is to be aware that the secular news services 
are looking for άǎƻǳƴŘ ōƛǘŜǎέ which are often sensational.  I am certain that news like, ά¢ƘŜ Presbyterian 
Church has eliminated ordination ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎέ might be the news article of the day.  Within our polity this is not 
possible since it would require a vote of the presbyteries before it could happen.  That will take at least a year 
and is unlikely to have happened at the General Assembly, or within the presbyteries.  I urge you to consider 
the source of the news and to seek interpretation from those who have been present for the actions of the 
GA. 
Before I leave you today I want to express my continued concern for those affected by the oil crisis in the Gulf 
of Mexico.  I believe I can speak for the Presbytery of South Louisiana in saying that our prayers continue to go 
out for everyone involved, from the families of those who were killed in the explosion of the Deepwater 
Horizon to those whose income has disappeared because of the crisis. 
Shalom, 
Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter  
Presbytery of South Louisiana 
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 MISSION STATEMENT:     
 In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit 

        We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members,  
             Christian Educators and other Church Professionals; 

        We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as 
             well as to the larger Church, and 

        We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery. 
 All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God. 

 
 THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH: 

       The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the 
shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of 

Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

Please Pray For: 

 
The Rev. Ron Sutto, for the loss of his father on 

June 11th 

 

Jane Mabry, the mother of Rev. Jennie Thomas, had 

an aortic valve replacement in May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walter Evans and family, for the loss of his wife, 

Olivia Evans on May 31. Olivia was very involved in 

the Presbyterian Women Organization. 

 

For all people and life affected by the oil spill in the 

Gulf. 

 

For all those who will be affected by the damage of 

Hurricane Alex 
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By John Blewitt, Moderator of Presbytery Council 
 
At our most recent Presbytery meeting (June 15), we were encouraged to prepare for   
hurricanes and other disasters. One important this each church can do is to collect 
emergency information on each member household. Then if people evacuate from their 
homes, we as church leaders can follow up on our members and friends to make sure 
everyone is safe. The presbytery has a form for clergy and Council members, so that 
presbytery leaders can be in touch In Case of Emergency (ICE). 
  
Some Reminders: 
 

ÅOnce again, Clusters are responsible for reviewing session records this year. 
Cluster leaders, please schedule a time and place for the churches in your 
cluster to conduct the review. This should be done before the October 
presbytery meeting. 

  
ÅPresbytery has made MissionInsite available free to every congregation. This is 

a rich source of demographic data that can help church leaders understand 
who lives in their mission fields. A wonderful feature is the information and 
suggestions on how to connect effectively with those neighbors.  To learn how 
to access MissionInsite, go the ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ page of the PSL 
website, or contact me or Allie Henson. Allie and I are available to provide 
orientation training. 

  
ÅPSL Council members have agreed to meet on July 27th for another planning 

retreat, which we are calling a Summit. It will be a chance for us to think about 
how to make our presbytery more effective in carrying out its mission. We 
want to look at our current structures and practices to see if there are ways to 
be better at what we need to do to support our leaders and congregations in 
their ministry and mission. 

  
ÅSAVE THE DATE! Council is planning a retreat for church professionals at 

Feliciana on September 27 and 28. Ray Jones from the Office of Evangelism will 
be the retreat leader. This will be a time for fellowship and personal renewal, 
rather than a workshop. 

  
And how are you doing with your spiritual habits? Remember, we cannot give to others 
what we do not have ourselves! We cannot bless others without receiving the [ƻǊŘΩǎ 
blessings. t{[Ωǎ future depends upon the depth and quality of our relationship to our 
Living Lord! 
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We would like to show our gratitude to  

Mary Martin  

for all of her hard work and dedication to the 

Presbytery.  

 Mary has been volunteering at the Presbytery Office  

working in the Library and it is due to her that our 

library is organized and functional.   

Thank You Mary!  
Your time and effort are appreciated! 
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We have been using this page recently to highlight our local congregations and whatôs going on with them that 

pleases God and furthers the Kingdom of God.  Well, for a change of pace, itôs time for another Wamsley 

piece:  Oh yeah, a few of you remember the gems from last summer: ñWhy Iôd Go to Church If I Werenôt a 

Preacherò and  ñWhere Iôd Go To Church If I Werenôt a Preacher.  Those were so good that the folks that left 

our denomination probably ñused themò.   

 

If I were a consultant like Tom Bandy I would probably tell you guys ï pray like crazy and fast some too and 

DO the Great Commandment and DO the Great Commission. (Love with all you got; Go, make, baptize, 

teach, obey) 

That would be a ñfreebieò Here is the costly stuff:   ñDO IT!ò 

When John the Baptist announced that judgment was imminent, the people asked how they might be spared. 

He said in effect, ñDo things that show you belong to God. Donôt rest on your religious affiliationé.(Luke 3:1f) 

Most of Jesusô direct instructions had to do with deeds, not doctrines. 

What we believe (Theology matters) will determine what we do. But what we do or donôt do betrays what we 

believe. Therefore the words for Christians are, ñDo it!ò 

 

Å Mend a Fence:  For starters regularly mend old fences. Get rid of an enemy by making up with him. 

 Shakespeare had it right: To err is human. Anybody can hate, harbor resentment, lick old 

 wounds. But to forgive is divine business. God has to be involved. Where there is making-up, 

 there is God. 

 

 

Å Praise someone you know:  Every week praise two people you know each day and keep your 

 mouth shut about the others. I donôt know of a better way to do Christianity than to give 

 affirmations, because we live in an infirming world, a world of put-downs, satire, repartee, one-

 upmanship. Ridicule is ridiculous and evil.   

 

Å Tithe:  Yeah the 10% of your first fruits thing ï the acid test of our commitment. 

               I love the bumper sticker that says, ñIF YOU LOVE JESUS, TITHE. ANYBODY CAN HONK!ò In                  

 Christendom, thereôs a lot more honking than tithing. 

 This is because the God of our age is Mammon. There is only one way to be a Christian with 

 money. Give a proportion of it away. Give it off the top. Give it regularly. I invited the most 

 effective parent I knew to speak to a congregation about parenting. He began by reading from 

 Malachi. I was astonished (I usually read the last paragraph on Fatherôs Day). He read 

 Malachi 3:6-9 where God asks His people, ñDo you think itôs good to rob me? Well, thatôs what 

 you are doing! óHow?ô you ask. By withholding your tithes! The speaker closed the bible and 

 looked at the parents. ñIf I were serious about being a religious parent,ò he said, Iôd begin by 

 tithing. Because you canôt expect your kids to be honest if you cheat God on a regular basis.ò 

 

All of the above ñdo itôsò wonôt help you find God. Nor will they make God love you more. Do them because 

God has already found you. Do them because you can help  Him find others.   That would be some 

ñtransformation and some redevelopmentò I am sure. 

mailto:LisaLEasterling@aol.com
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Westminster Presbyterian Church hosts  

Heritage Sunday for Area Presbyterians  

 
To celebrate Heritage Sunday, Westminster was joined by St. Andrew & First Presbyterian Churches 

from Lake Charles and First Presbyterian Church of DeRidder. The celebration began with a dinner at 

5:00 pm with worship and communion at 6:00 p.m. Rev. Pablo Rivera Madera gave the message. He 

is a Lt. Colonel & Deputy Commander of Chaplains at Ft. Polk and the Stated Supply at First 

Presbyterian Church in DeRidder. 
  

 

From left: Rev. Pablo Rivera Madera, Pastor Erich Mansell, Rev. 

Fred Seay, Pastor Leslie Mansell, and Pastor Nanette Cagney 
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