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Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter

Friends,

It seems like the month of August disappeared. In fact, with my time away for vacation it
indeed did disappear. But | have returned and am now back at my desk and in my car.
There are several things that | want to highlight so | gukt beginé

e General Assembly did go better than | could have planned. The most controversial
decision was that of offering to the presbyteries yet another opportunity to overturn G-
6.0106b. Other decisions seemed to be more rational in nature. We will have to see
how this particular decision plays out in the coming months. My disappointment with the
General Assembly is in the fact that there are so many decisions which require votes
from presbyteries that we will spend an inordinate amount of time dealing with these
issues and not on the issues that face us here in South Louisiana.

° Last December, the presbyteries of the Synod of the Sun received a request from Synod
Executive Judy Fletcher asking that each of the presbyteries donate $3,000 to assist
their sister presbytery, the Presbytery of South Louisiana. To date, the following
presbyteries have sent funds to the synod offices: Pines Presbytery, New Covenant
Presbytery, Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery, Grace Presbytery, Tres Rios Presbytery and
Cimarron Presbytery. | have expressed my thanks to the Councils of these presbyteries.

e  Amber Ellington, a member of the St. Andrew Presbyterian Church of Lake Charles, and
a candidate under the care of the Presbytery of South Louisiana, has been named one
of 25 recipients of the Apollos Scholarships awarded by the Omaha Presbyterian
Seminary Foundation, Omaha, Nebraska. This is to help Amber as she continues her
studies at the McCormick Theological Seminary, where she is a middler this fall. Amber
was also McCormick Theological S e mi n ameglagisal Seminary Advisory Delegate to
the 219t General Assembly this summer.
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e August 29, 2010 marks the 5-year anniversary of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The
Presbytery of South Louisiana has been instrumental in assisting the rebuilding effort in
New Orleans and all along the coast in Louisiana. The rebuilding effort is not over, but a
great deal of change has already taken place.

And | have one last thing that needs to be said. The Presbytery of South Louisiana is in a
financial crisis. This is something that has not happened overnight and the solution will not be
found overnight. 1 will tell you that we will all have to work together to find the finances to fund
even the very basic services the presbytery offers. It is my prayer that each session of the
presbytery will examine the amount that is given to PSL for its operations. The mathematics
indicates that if each congregation would consider increasing their donations by $2,000 we
would be able to develop new initiatives. There may be other ways to break down the
equation, but the math continues to be simple. Without additional funds being donated the
presbytery will continue to decline. If | can help any session in their decision making process
| doe Happy to make the time to do so. Please let me know.

And one last noteé .. In a meeting recently with Rick Young, the Regional Representative
from the Board of Pensions who works with the Synod of the Sun | learned that the pastoral
sabbatical grants for pastors of small congregations may soon disappear. The description for
this program from www.pensions.org, the Board of Pensions web site, is as follows:

e Sabbath Sabbatical Support Grants - Intended to supplement the financial aid of
congregations, foundations, middle governing bodies, or other contributors, the Sabbath
Sabbatical Support Grant program will help to address the need of a pastor at a smaller
church to take time away from the all-consuming demands of the job and engage in a
period of personal and professional renewal.

It is my understanding that the upper membership limit for applying for these grants is 150.
That means that most of our congregations would be eligible to apply for this grant. Pastors
of small congregations who have been their call for a long enough period of time are
encouraged to apply for this sabbatical assistance. If a grant is given, the results will help the
long-term health of the congregation and of the pastor.

Shalom,

Marvin L. Groote, Interim General Presbyter
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MISSION STATEMENT:
In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit
We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Ministéembers,
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;
We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
well as to the larger Church, and
We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:
The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the
shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of
Heaven to the world. (Book of Order130200)



Trangforming Journey

By John Blewitt, Moderator of Presbytery Council

| want to encourage all my PSL
colleagues 1 clergy, Christian educators,
and commissioned lay pastors i to
attend the Day Apart retreat at Feliciana
Retreat Center September 27 7 28. | am
very much looking forward to spending
time with you there in fellowship and
attention to our spiritual needs! This is
not a time to do business, but to spend
time with Jesus and each other. Ray
Jones will be our leader. His focus will be
\ on growing in our love for Christ.

e cannot give what we do not have.
’ /We need to be in healthy relationships in
order to invite and assist our
congregants and neighbors into healthy
relationships. There are times we need
to be alone, and times we need to be
together. We are part of the Body, and
we all need each other!

Please see the flyer included on the next
page of this newsletter for details.
See you in September!

Session members: please give strong
encouragement and support to you
pastoral leaders and Christian Educators
to attend the Day Apart retreat!!!




A Day ﬂyart

il ﬂrrmrﬁrr Cf:ray, Christian Educators and Cammfssfaﬂ:c{-.[.ay Fastors
in the ‘.‘Fruﬁyr:fy nf Soeuth Louisiana

Beginning Monday, September 27, 2010, at Noon (lunch)
through Tuesday, September 28, 2010, at 1:00 pm [following lunch)

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.
He said to them, "Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.”
For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went
away .. to a deserted place by themselves, - Mark §:30-32

After years of hurricane recovery efforts, battling law suits and infrequent interaction and

fellowship among church professionals, the Council of the Presbytery of South Louisiana is
inviting all clergy, Christian educators and commissioned lay pastors to gather for a time of

rest, reflection and renewal of your spirit.

The Bible study leader and preacher for the retreat will be the Rev. Ray Jones.

Ray is the Coordinator for Evangelism for the Presbyterian
Church [USA). He has served the church as a pastor for
twenty-five years. He has a heart for helping people grow in
the love of God in Jesus Christ. This growth always includes
our words and deeds. He is married and has two grown
daughters. He has experienced training and education at
Furman University, Columbia Theological Seminary, the
church, and through living in the world.

Cost for the overnight retreat is:
Shared Double @ $73
Single @ %84

Please reserve this time for your personal renewal and reconnection with your
colleagues in ministry by RSVP to Julia at the Presbytery Office (225-275-1242 or

secretary@pbysouthla.org) by September 13.

Retreat location:
Feliciana Retreat Center
10274 Hwy 422
Morwood, LA 70761
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She has beenwhat I callai f r ipergor thatis,inma i nst Mdraemoh,i nker o

a i n eang e 6Bhe is in her early 30s, extremely intelligent, has the good looks to go
with it and is her own person. S h e ldeen at it alone for most of her adult life living in
Austin with a carefree attitude pursuing things that interest her. She has been on a
search this whole time pursuing that age old question of i w h. yioWhdid you marry
mom? Why did you and mom divorce? Why did you have me ?Many of her questions |
sometimes felt invasive, but | answered them as best | could. Many challenged my own
motives and beliefs but | also realized that the underlying request though directed to
me were really for the Lord to answer. Her quest was in search of her own emotional
healing. Her physical being was ideal; perfect size, perfect weight, physically active
and health conscious.

It seemed she always had an fi at t iwithuthee family. Me, Stepmom, sisters,
maybe like someone owed her something. Of course the growing up in the
dysfunctional family maybe had something to do with that attitude but who knows?

Six weeks ago she calls pleading for help, crying for connection with the family, looking

for emotional safety and reaching out in an uncharacteristic way. Upon her arrival, it is

obvious to me something is dramatically different. She explains since February she has
experienced strange physical symptoms, bouts of extreme anxiety with an unrelenting

fear of death. Blood work and physical exam showed nothing out of the ordinary and

she felt waved off with little consultation, anti-anxiety prescription and a diagnosis of
ianxdieds g rShewas not convinced that was all it was. i Wh was her question.

i Wh thie change in constitution almost from one day to the next? Of courselc oul dn o6t
answer that but | listened.

We welcomed her i h o nwatlo our own levels of anxiety rising whenever an adult
child returns for an extended stay regardless of the history. | felt the L o r Haddson all
of us. Days later, a blurry spot is noticed in her periphery vision, left eye. Hmm? The
Ophthalmologist runs tests and has concern because he finds the left optic nerve is
swollen. Not a good sign for anything. His prognosis is one of four possibilities; brain
tumor, MS, viral infection or infectious disease. Our fears are for obvious reasons but
her thanksgiving is she now has something that she can grab on to. That what is wrong
with her is not just in her mind. Further test reveal antibodies for West Nile virus and
Mononucleosis and brain tumor has been ruled out. She continues exploratory medical
search with doctors narrowing the possibilities and all her conditions and symptoms
improve with each day. She has had hands laid upon her and prayers prayed for her.
God is answering many prayers in mighty ways.
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The real joy: For some time now she has been rethinking A G o.dHér pursuit has
always been on a spiritual level but maybe looking in the wrong places (or maybe not).
As a result of all of these events, God has touched her in a way she has never been
touched by Him before. She realizes she is not in absolute control of her life, that there
is a higher order that she is a part of and that her life is not just about her. She has
discovered that God has purpose for her. Since she has been home, she has had a
conversion experience and has given her life and heart to Jesus Christ. She is now
truly A H o m élalling you this brings a huge smile to my face and a shout of praise to
the Lord. | think that now her question is not so much A Wh pub i H o.whow can |
trust you more Lord? How can | better serve you Lord? How can | love you more
Lord? The Lord is always talking to us and often uses circumstances to get our
attention. He does with each of us, in our families and in our church. Prayer and
surrender to the Lord will enable us to listen and listening is essential in being able to
hear His calling to you and me. L e tstagin prayer for each other and for ourselves
that whenever we find our focus is about i MEibchanges quickly to the i L ORD
throughme.o

IPRAISE THE Lord! (Hallelujah!) O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His
mercy and loving-kindness endure forever! Ps. 106

Dwyer Broussard

sa & 2 2 4 S s b LR L Bl L ta s s s e n L L A0 S Lo L L o Lo Rl LR o el e B SRR E

The COMCelebrates

HIGHLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Highland Presbyterian Churchin Baton Rougeis a church with a worshiping spirit and a strong
sense of community. They are willing to try new things in Worship and are open to doing
ministry in the community. The Tom Bandy process has helped the Church look at itself. The

Beliefs which the church has developed The Churchis preparing materials, such as a brochure,
to publicize HPCandto O C theword I O &bdut HPCto the surrounding community.

Approximately 90% of worshippers attend their third Sunday luncheon. They have lively
fellowship before and after worship services, which is held from 9:30 to 10:30, with Sunday
Schoolafterwards, from 11-noon. Theyfeelthat they O B @bether asaunit 6

Severalnew families haverecently joined the church. In recent years,the Churchhasbeenable
to expand SundaySchoolrooms and the hospitality area. They have a canvaslabyrinth that they
haveusedfor severaloccasions

Highland has a close and informed relationship with Presbytery especially since pastor Jim
Rollins and two church members are members of Council Sessionmembers said they enjoyed
officer training provided by the Baton Rouge Cluster the past few years, especially talking to
peoplefrom other churches

HPC recently held a surprise celebration for Jim in honor of his tenth anniversary at

Highland.




First T’res@feﬁan Church £afayeffe

invites you to join us
for the installation service for our new Pastor,

The Rev. Zach Sasser

The installation service will take p/ace on
é’eﬁfeméer 19, at 4:00 p.m.

Please join us as we worshi 60;[

giving thanks and| fraise for the ca//inj of mutua ministry we will share fayefﬁer.

The 116" Stated
Presbytery Meeting

Will be held
October 8 -9, 2010
at

Grace Presbyterian
Church, Lafayette.

Details will be posted at
www.pbysouthla.org as soon as
they become available.
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Please take a moment to contact your local NB
affiliate, to request that it broadcast the
documentary

Thisdocumentary explores the relationships
between residents and volunteers and the storig
of how they have touched each other's lives. Th

documentary is available to NBC stations by

As we commemoratethe 5th anniversaryof the Stormsof 2005, we
askthat eachchurch in our presbytery take time to preparea brief
summary of how their faith community was impacted, by this
event in our history. Sharewith us your initial responseto the
storms and let us know of one or two connectionsthat you have
madewith others that havecontinued to grow and transform you
asacommunity.

Pleasekeep your story to a maximum of one pagein length. You
may also submit up to 3 photographsto go along with your story.
(Photographswill not be returned so pleasesendelectronic copies
or duplicates.) Don't forget to include the name and addressof
your church. Our storieswill be compiled into one document that
will be sharedwith everyoneat our October Presbytery meeting.

Please send stories to Amelie Welman, Lakeview Presbyterian
Church, 5914 Canal Blvd.,, New Orleans, LA 70124 or email
afwelman@Ipcnoorg by August 6, 2010

N

"Coming Home: Hurricane Katrina 5 Years Later."

S

request and may be broadcast beginning Sept.12.
Submit a comment on your local stations website.
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