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TRANSITION 

The Presbytery of South Louisiana received with 
regret the resignation of the Rev Marvin Groote 
as Interim General Presbyter on September 30.  
We wish him Godôs care in his new ministry as 
Interim Pastor of the Ridglea Presbyterian 
Church in Ft. Worth, TX beginning November 1. 

A PSL Transition Team has been formed and will 
be headed by the Rev Dr. Ron Sutto.  Ron can 
be reached at 225.302.0329 cell or  
225.275.1242 PSL Office.  

Office Administrator Julia Miller can direct your 
calls as well. The newly elected part-time PSL 
Treasurer Dr. Thomas Tucker can assist you with 
financial questions at tom@pbysouthla.org  
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 In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit 

We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minister-Members,           
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals; 

        We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as 
well as to the larger Church, and 

        We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery. 

 All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God. 

 

 THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH: 

 The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; 
the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine wor-
ship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the 

Kingdom of Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

mission statement 

Transforming Journey 

By John Blewitt, Moderator of Presbytery Council 

 This month I will use this space to lift up several important items:  

ǒ Two workshops by Tom Bandy (see p. _10_ for more details). Tom will discuss strategies 

for small church viability on Monday evening Nov 15 in Kenner, and Tuesday evening Novem-

ber 16 in Lafayette. From 10 Am ς 2 PM on November 16, Tom will meet in Baton Rouge with 

pastors who want to know more about being a change agent, and how to handle the stresses 

that come with that role. 

 ǒ The Council will be on retreat November 19 and 20 to begin a process of visioning and re-

structuring. Anyone in the presbytery who would like to be part of the process is welcome to 

take part. Please continue to pray daily for this process! 

 ǒ Mission Insite training, December 7 (see p. _3_ ) Your church is not in its present location 

by accident! We are where we are because God wants us to bless our neighbors. You can get a 

lot of valuable information about who your neighbors are and how to reach out to them 

through the data available at no cost at this web resource. 

 ǒ In 2011, PSL along with our sister presbyteries, will be voting on several important items 

from the most recent General Assembly. There are resources available to prepare for those 

decisions. (See p. _4_ ) 

  Have a blessed Thanksgiving, and remember: 

All that matters is the Gospel; everything else is just tactics! 



Mission Insite Training  

Tuesday December 7  

Our presbytery provides each member church with 

access to very valuable demographic data. Any 

church leader is welcome to log on to the Mission 

Insite website. There he or she can find detailed in-

formation about the lifestyle segments that live 

within the churchôs mission field. There are even 

detailed suggestions about worship styles and pro-

grams that will relate well to the various lifestyles 

that live near the church. 

There will be a training webinar on Tuesday, De-

cember 7th, 2 PM. If you are able, bring a laptop and 

come to the Presbytery office. If you are unable to 

gather in Baton Rouge, you can log on through your 

computer and take advantage of the training. 

Please email John Blewitt (johnfpc@bellsouth.net) 

by Thursday, November 18th if you would like to 

participate. 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
Now for  

Summer Camp 2011    

Intro Camp for 1st and 
2nd graders will be 
held April 13,14, and 
15, 2011.   

Camp Agape and Wrangler Camp will 
be held June 12 through 18, 2011.   

In addition to Wrangler Camp we are 
offering Adventure Camp for Senior 
Highs during this week.   

Full information will be available at the 
February Presbytery meeting when 
registration will begin. 

Greater Baton Rouge Cluster 
Information: 

Dear Churches, Ministers, and Elders of the Great-
er Baton Rouge Cluster of Churches, 

 The Church Officer Training Workshop for new 
elders and deacons is rescheduled for SAT. JAN-
UARY 22, 2011, FROM 9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M. 
AT FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ON OLD 

HAMMOND HIGHWAY.   

(The Nov 13 date is canceled). 

 Also, Please make sure you have on your calen-
dar the cluster -wide worship service Sun. Feb. 
20, 2011, at 4:00 p.m. at Baker Presbyterian 
Church.   Offering will be for Evergreen Minis-
tries.   Charlene Heaton is coordinating the ser-

vice.  

 Sincerely yours in Christ,  

Hawley Wolfe, Convener 
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church 

The Committee On Ministry has called a 

special meeting of the presbytery on Tues-

day, November 9, at 10:00 a.m. at First 

Presbyterian Church Lafayette.  

The purpose of the meeting is to to form 

an Administrative Commission to dissolve 

the congregation of the First Presbyterian 

Church, Jennings, Louisiana, as requested 

by the Jennings Session and congregation.  

The call for the meeting and directions to 

First Presbyterian Church Lafayette are 

posted on the presbyteryôs website.  

www.pbysouthla.org    

CALLED PRESBYTERY         

MEETING  

mailto:(johnfpc@bellsouth.net


Birthdays         

Calendar     

N               

 

O 

 

V 

 

E 

 

M 

 

B 

 

E 

 

R 

The Rev. Randy Richmond 1 

The Rev. Betty McGehee 3 

The. Rev. George Stuart, Jr. 7 

Julia Miller, Office Admin. 9 

The Rev. Tom Oler 10 

The Rev. Harry Brown 13 

The Rev. Fred Dinkins 16 

The Rev. Neale Miller 24 

The Rev. George Fishcer 29 

Voting on  

General Assembly Matters  

in 2011 
When a General Assembly convenes, commissioners ap-

prove items that would change our constitution. These 

items are then sent out to each presbytery. The presbyter-

ies vote on each item. If there are enough affirmative 

votes across the denomination, the changes to the consti-

tution are made. 

This year our presbytery will consider several proposed 

amendments to the PC(USA) constitution. Additionally, 

two other items will be voted on: 

 ǒWhether or not to add the Belhar Confession to 

 our  Book of Confessions 

 ǒWhether or not to adopt a revised Form of Gov-

 ernment 

Your council has decided to hold a special presbytery 

meeting to vote on all of these matters.  That meeting will 

be held on April 5. In preparation for the meeting, we will 

have an educational gathering to discuss the implications 

of each item on March 15. The meeting places have not 

been established yet, but we will make that information 

known in the near future. 

Copies of all the documents are available in the presby-

tery office.  Also, they are or will be available on our 

presbytery website (http://pbysouthla.org/) as well as sup-

9 Called Presbytery Meeting, 

First Pres. Lafayette 

15 Tom Bandy Seminar,     

Kenner Presbyterian 

16 Tom Bandy Seminar,      

First Pres. Lafayette 

16 Tom Bandy Seminar,    

Faith Pres. Baton Rouge 

18  COM Meeting / PSL Office               

FRC Meeting PSL Office 

24-

26 

Office Closed for         

Thanksgiving 

http://pbysouthla.org/


ADVENT RESOURCES 

 

By elder Suzie Craig- PSL POINT representative 

But the angel said to them, óDo not be afraid; for see- I am 

bring you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord.ôðLuke 2:10-11 

There are numerous resources available to enhance each congre-

gation memberôs faith during this journey to the manger. Listed 

are but a few for your consideration as you PREPARE. You may 

visit http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/ or the pcusa.org site 

at your leisure.  Should you discover a resource of interest 

through http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/ that you would 

like, simply contact Suzie at suzie@ppc.nocoxmail.com, and 

indicate which resource. I will be happy to send it to you as the 

Presbytery has a subscription. The devotionals listed indicate the 

source, that you may contact those vendors directly.  

DEVOTIONS 

www.d365.org a free online daily devotional that will have ad-

vent materials. 

Proclaiming the Good News of Godôs Peace-Advent Devo-

tional 2010- item# 24358100006 at .40¢ each. http://

store.pcusar.org/2010-Advent-Devotional-Celebrate-Christ-Our-

Peace. This is the 2010 Peacemaking advent devotional. 

Living the Advent story from Presbyterians Today PDS# 

121161001 at www.pcusa.org/today  the cost is $ 4 each (2-9); 

$3 each (10-99); $1.65 (100-249); and over 250 $1.25 each. The 

Reverend Nancy Copeland-Payton invites you to step into the 

sacred story found in Luke1- Luke 2:7 throughout the advent 

season and to consider thought provoking questions along the 

way.  

THESE DAYS- www.ppcbooks.com offers themes of Inclusion, 

Justice, and Remembrance the first week of Advent; Opening 

ourselves to God in week two; Of Grace and Love in week three; 

and Prepare and Celebrate in week four. Church subscriptions 

run for one year $4.95, and   $6.95 for large print.  

FILMS  

Itôs a Wonderful Life-This one session film study was written 

by Vince Patton the executive director of church relations and 

communications and editor of These Days devotional magazine 

for the Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. He is also a movie 

screening representative and a freelance writer and editor. This 

study examines the biblical and theological questions the film 

raises about prayer, suicide, life, family, friends, community, and 

money. Participants will also explore how the characters turn to 

prayer, and how we understand Godôs presence among us during 

time of despair.  Finally, how our faith may influence how we 

live our lives, treat one another, spend and give money, pray and 

respond to the challenges life presents.  

Other film studies include: Miracle on 34th Street, A Christmas 

Caro, Scrooge, The Bishopôs Wife, and The Christmas Story. 

STUDIES 

Advent Through the Eyes of Those Who Waited- written by 

Carol Wehrheim a freelance educator, writer, and editor. She has 

been an Association of Presbyterian Church Educatorôs 

ñEducator of the Yearò n 2001. She is a sixth-grade church 

school teacher and clerk of session at Nassau Presbyterian 

Church. This four session study looks at the Hebrew Prophets, 

especially Second and Third Isaiah as introduction to the season. 

In session two John the Baptist heralds the coming of the Messi-

ah, Jesus. Session three offers how the annunciation of Jesusô 

birth to a small-town girl tells us about Godôs desires for the 

world.  This study concludes with the prophetic traditions with 

Elizabethôs greeting of Mary and Maryôs son. 

Held in Godôs Grace: An Advent Study Pack-written by the 

Reverend Rebecca Blair Young a pastor and professor of system-

atic theology at Jakarta Theological Seminary, as well as a liai-

son for tsunami relief with the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

serving both roles as mission coworker of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) This four week study begins with a reading 

from Isaiah 52 and a discussion regarding waiting. Session two 

the reader will be engaged in Accepting and a reading from Luke 

1:26-38. Session three the study returns to Isaiah and a reading 

from chapter 55 while learning more about the Journey. In the 

final week a reading from Luke 2: 1-7 has participants revisiting 

the historic birth of Christ as well as how the spiritual birth of 

Christ in our hearts.  

Rejoice! Reflections on Four Seasonal Hymns- written by Erik 

Kolbell, a United Church of Christ minister and author of The God 

of Second changes. This series invites participants to consider each 

week an extremely popular carol of the season. They include: ñO 

Come, O Come, Emmanuelò, ñSilent Nightò, ñO Little Town of 

Bethlehemò, and ñHark, the Herald Angels Singò. Participants will 

engage not only the joy, but also the struggles and suffering that 

compelled God to deliver the incarnation.  They will also draw 

parallels between the first century setting and our own. They will 

http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/
http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/
mailto:suzie@ppc.nocoxmail.com
http://www.d365.org
http://store.pcusar.org/2010-Advent-Devotional-Celebrate-Christ-Our-Peace
http://store.pcusar.org/2010-Advent-Devotional-Celebrate-Christ-Our-Peace
http://store.pcusar.org/2010-Advent-Devotional-Celebrate-Christ-Our-Peace
http://www.pcusa.org/today
http://www.ppcbooks.com
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parallels between the first century 

setting and our own. They will look at 

some of the contradictions that exist 

in our faith lives.  

Stories and Symbols of the Nativity: 

A Christmas Study Pack for Ad-

vent- written by Joyce MacKichan 

Walker, minister of education at the 

Nassau Presbyterian Church in 

Princeton, New Jersey. She is a well 

published author of curriculum, as 

well as a recipient of the APCE 

ñEducator of the Yearò award. This 

study attempts to deal with both the 

themes of Advent as well as one of 

the most important themes of the 

Christmas event, God with us. Partici-

pants will look at the different ac-

counts in scripture of the Advent sto-

ry and why God came as a human. 

Week two will look at the Animals at 

the Manger. Week three will uncover 

how public displays of nativity scenes  

must mean to others, mean to us, why 

those thoughts are important, as well 

as what people of other religions per-

ceive from these images. Week four, 

the gifts of the magi will be  the focal 

point as well as what gift each partici-

pant would have consider giving? 

Pausing on the Road to Bethlehem: 

A Spiritual Journey through Ad-

vent-written by Kathleen Bostrom, 

copastor of Wildwood Presbyterian 

Church near Chicago, Illinois, and 

author of two dozen childrenôs books 

(kathleenlongbostrom.com). This five 

week study weaves spiritual exercises 

such as lectio divina, breathe prayer, 

centering prayer, guide meditation, 

praying the Psalms, praying the Bible, 

as well as a brief introduction to the 

use of a labyrinth as a prayer tool. In 

addition the study will utilize  poetry 

and music. 

 

FINANCIAL HIGH-

LIGHTS FROM PRESBY-

TERY 

FINANCIAL STATUS  

PSL continues to operate at a def-

icit.  There remains only about 

$200,000 in operating funds, a 

very slim margin which will be 

further depleted by the end of the 

year. 

A review of giving for 2010 

showed 29 churches have paid 

their full Per Capita for the year, 

10 churches have made partial 

payment, and 23 have not yet 

paid anything on their share.   A 

similar story is true for Shared 

Mission where 22 churches have 

not yet paid anything. 

2011 BUDGET 

The PSL Budget for 2011 was 

developed by analyzing the past 3 

years and making adjustments for 

the reorganization and downsiz-

ing that occurred last year.  All 

expenses were reviewed and re-

duced wherever possible.  On the 

income side, after discussions 

with people knowledgeable of 

how other Presbyteries handle 

Per Capita, it was decided to 

change PSLôs approach to calcu-

lating Per Capita.  The new ap-

proach is to set the Presbytery 

portion of Per Capita at an 

amount to cover the budgeted 

Administrative expenses, exclud-

ing salaries and benefits.  Mission 

Support (MS) would then cover 

the balance of expenses.  Under 

this methodology, churches will 

see an increase in the Per Capita 

and a decrease in the MS asked 

between 2010 and 2011.  Another 

aspect of this approach would be 

to allocate the pot of  

 

 

dollars to be col-

lected through MS based on 

church membership.  For the past 

few years, the MS ask has been 

based on what churches gave in 

recent years.  The end result of all 

of these changes will be that in 

future years, if Presbytery ap-

proves an increase in the annual 

budget, everyone will know that 

they can expect either the Per 

Capita or MS ask to increase by a 

corresponding amount. 

Using this methodology, PSL Per 

Capita for 201l was set at $18.95 

(based on 2009 year-end mem-

bership).  General Assembly Per 

capita was set (by G.A.) at $6.50 

for 2011.  In order to largely off-

set the impact of the Presbytery 

increase in Per Capita, it was de-

cided to reduce the MS ask for 

2011.  The net result should be 

that churches are being asked for 

approximately the same total giv-

ing as in the prior year.  Any dif-

ferences will result from the MS 

ask being allocated to the church-

es based on membership rather 

than prior year giving.  The total 

MS ask to be requested from all 

churches is $245,000. 

At this point the budget was out 

of balance. 

In a separate matter, Council has 

initiated a redevelopment and 

vision initiative to reorganize and 

revitalize Presbytery.  In order to 

provide the platform for this vital 

initiative and to continue to allow 

Presbytery to serve its churches, 

it was decided to use some 

church redevelopment funds to 

balance the budget. 

Presbytery approved the 2011 

Budget as presented, including 

the use of up to $45,000 in Peace 

Church Funds to balance the 

budget. 

$$Money Matters $$ 



Hello! 

My name is Evan Ponder, and I am serving as a Young Adult Volunteer with the Presbytery of South 

Louisiana. I am living with five other ñYAVsò who have also decided to spend a year of their lives in service. I 

am extremely thankful for the opportunity to be here and for all those who have made it possible. For that, I will 

always be grateful . 

I was born in the forested hills of Portland, Oregon and moved east to the beautiful open-

sky and golden cornfields of Iowa to study at Grinnell College where I majored in Span-

ish with a concentration in Global Development Studies. During my time at Grinnell, I 

came down to Louisiana during school breaks in the fall, winter and spring with volun-

teer groups and we worked first gutting homes, and then rebuilding. Like many volun-

teers, once I came to New Orleans I found it hard to get away, it was as if something kept 

calling me back here.  In part, I was shocked by what I saw; the devastation the excruci-

atingly slow response, and at the same time I came to know such wonderful, welcoming 

and joyous people. I am sad that I never knew south Louisiana before Katrina, but I 

thank God every day for the people I have met here, and for the opportunity to learn and 

grow in this place.  

And I think that is exactly what this year is about also: learning and growing.  It is about being open to 

the movements of the spirit and to listening for the will of God. My job placement as part of the YAV program is 

as an environmental advocate with Bayou Blue Presbyterian Church in Gray, Louisiana, and at the Center for 

Hazards Assessment, Response and Technology at the University of New Orleans (UNO-CHART). I talk to vol-

unteers about the importance of environmental issues, the need to protect creation, and the way that human-

influences (like levee-building and oil and natural gas extraction) affect this region negatively as they provide 

resources for the rest of the nation. In my short time here, I am already becoming more familiar with these issues 

and, more importantly, with how they affect peoplesô lives. I have helped write a grant, organize a trip to Alaska 

for Gulf residents to discuss oil spill issues with people affected by the Exxon Valdez spill, am helping with a 

community garden project, and have spent countless hours listening to peoplesô stories. All of these experiences 

will help me be a better ñgo-betweenò as I explain issues to volunteers that come to Louisiana and think about 

how they can be involved in restoration and advocacy from their homes. 

Finally I would like to thank you, as members and friends of the Presbytery of South Louisiana for supporting 

me and enabling me to be here and to experience what I have experienced. I have found my time here so far to be 

extremely life-giving. I struggle daily with the pain and loss that I see, feel and hear about, but find strength in 

my faith and am inspired by the faith of others. To continue to hear what I am doing during this year of service, I 

invite you to visit my blog at www.ponderinnola.blogspot.com 

Blessings, 

Evan Ponder 


