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Our Christian soldiers today are Missionaries, here and abroad. They are on the front line carrying
the cross of Jestisour banner. Here are excerpts from a report just received:
. . . Each Monday we hi®)swith ashoit dewtonal nnessage. Here students u d
can grow in community and . . . can hear a clear and thoughtful Christian Message.
n. . . we have two regular Bible stud-basesiBiblen t he
study on Wednesday afternoons . . .

AiOn Wednesday nights we have our fAGatheringo eve
ion(1319 students) . . .. once a month is game n

The reporter, one of our Christian soldiers, is the Rev. Daniel M. Hixon, Director of Campus Ministries, Wes-
ley United Campus Ministry at University of Louisiana Lafayette. PSL is a participating partner in this min-
istry and the third largest financial supporter.
This is our mission dollars at work on the front line.
More from the fAFront Lined to come
as our Christian soldiers report in.
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In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit
We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Minidtéembers,
Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to each other as
as to the larger Church, and
We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.
All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:

The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind
shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship
preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdo
Heaven to the world. (Book of Order130200)

Please Remember in Your
Prayers:

Rev. Dr. Richard W. Pitcher, Hospice Chaplain/
Pastoral Counselor. His mother died recently.

The family of Dr. Bradford Thompson, Clerk of

Session at First Union PC, Luling, and on the

PSL Nominating Committee. His mother died
November 8th.

The safety of all active military members serv-
ing our country away from home during the hol-
idays and their families who will be without
them this Christmas.

Suzie Craig, Outgoing Moderator of the Pres-
bytery, for her invaluable work for the Presby-
tery of South Louisiana.

The Rev. Ron Sutto, as he takes over as the
Stated Clerk and the Interim General Presbyter
of PSL.

Bill Bottomley for his years of service as Stated
Clerk of PSL.

All outgoing and incoming members of council

All of those in need
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Hello, my name is Katie Turpen, and|am
from Birmingham, Alabama. This past May, |
graduated from Presbyterian College in South
Carolina with a B.A in English. | am here in
south Louisiana serving as a Young Adult Vol-
unteer. | currently split my time between First
Presbyterian Church and Faith Presbyterian § =
Church on the Westbank. | help out with Chil- |
drenbs Sunday School
Faith, | assist the secretary with the writing of
the church bulletin and help the Preschool at |
the church with anything they need. At First
Church, | help out with Project Hope, their
weekly program that provides clothing and
food to the homeless. Right now, | am also
working on starting a youth and young adult
program at both churches. Occasionally, |
have the opportunity to help plan and partici-
pate in Holiday events such as the Pumpkin
Patch, Fall Fest, and Christmas Open House.

Being a volunteer here has been re-
warding in surprising, previously unimaginable
ways. | had never been to New Orleans before
and did not know what to expect upon arrival.
The people | have met in my time here are
& some of the most genuine, open, and loving
people | have ever known. In a city still reeling
from the effects of Hurricane Katrina, these
people continually find reasons to hope, rea-
== to celebrate. Eac day
d /E ence just by peering into the face of another
¥ individual. Everyday has its ups and downs, and
doing Godds work is ne ro
However, | strongly believe in the idea of mis-
sion being partnership. | have not come to the
city because | think | have the answers. | am
here to work alongside others, to bind my strug-
gles with theirs, and work with them towards a

sustainable peace.
',




Other film studies include: Miracle on 34' Street, A Christmas
Caro, Scrooge, The Bishopb6s JWif

STUDIES

Advent Through the Eyes of Those Who Waitedwritten by
Carol Wehrheim a freelance educator, writer, and editor. Shefhas
been an Associati on of Prlesb
AEducator of t he Yea-grade churcep 01
school teacher and clerk of session at Nassau Presbyt
Church. This four session study looks at the Hebrew Prop

ADVENT RESOURCES ah, Jesus. Session three offfer

birth to a smalt own gi r | tells wus ajbou

By elder Suzie CraigPSL POINT representative Elizabethodés greeting of Mar
But the angel said to-ltamemel doDon 1mcold 6 e Grad crea iwehan bxitevje rst
bring you good news of great joy for all the people: to ydReverend Rebecca Blair Young a pastor and professor of sysgem-

is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is thatic theology at Jakarta Theological Seminary, as well as a flai-
Messi ah, 0 tuke:1@1br d. 6 son for tsunami relief with the Presbyterian Disaster Assistarfce,

There are numerous resources available to enhance each corf@@ing both roles as mission coworker of the Presbyterfan
gation memberos faith duri nghwch (UsS.A) dhisifoueweekisydy begigs with & geadipg |
are but a few for your consideration as WREPARE You may (Tom Isaiah 52°and a discussion regarding waiting. Session fwo
visit http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.corof the pcusa.org site the reader will be engaged in Accepting and a reading from Like

at your leisure. Should you discover a resource of interdsg638. Session three the study returns to Isaiah and a reagling
through http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.conthat you would from chapter 55 while learning more about the Journey. In fhe
like, simply contact Suzie asuzie@ppc.nocoxmail.cgmand final \{veek_ a r_eadlng from Luke 2:7has participants revisiting
indicate which resource. | will be happy to send it to you as tifge historic birth of Christ as well as how the spiritual birth pf

Presbytery has a subscription. The devotionals listed indicate fHarist in our hearts. _ _
source, that you may contact those vendors directly. Rejoice! Reflections on Four Seasonal Hympswritten by Erik
Kolbell, a United Church of Christ minister and author of The §od
DEVOTIONS of Seccl)(nd changes. This series in\I/ites participantsi to considef each
www.d365.orga free online daily devotional that will have ad-\(’:ve € a rc]) %X tre meE y pop lIJ ar ”CS? rI 0
vent materials. o me, 0 me, mmanuel 0, nspil e

Procl ai mi ng t he GoodAd\Mret\Devo—ol?etGholdeé%eme.éaand iHar k, the er:

tional 2010 item# 24358100006 at .40¢ eachpy/ c-92de not only the joy, buf also the struggles and sufferind that
store.pcusar.org/2038dvent DevotionatCelebrateChrist Our- compelled God to dellyer the Incarnation. They will also d'aV.V
PeaceThis is the 2010 Peacemaking advent devotional. parallels between the first century setting and our own. They wil
Living_the Advent story from Presbyterians Today F,Ds#look_at some of the contradlctlons_that exist in our faith lives.
121161001 atvww.pcusa.org/todaythe cost is $ 4 each -@: Stories and Symbols of the Nat|V|t_v: A Christmas _St_udv Pac
$3 each (1®9); $1.65 (10249); and over 250 $1.25 each. ’Th for _Advent- written by Joyce Ma_cchhan Wal_ker, minister of edu-
Reverend Nan'cy Copelaerytc;n invites you to step into thecatlon at f[he Nassau P_resbyterlan Church_ in Princeton, New Jer-
sacred story found in Lukeluke 2:7 throughout the advent S&Y: She is a well published author of curriculum, as well asfa re-

; . : i pient of the APCE fdEducatjor
season and to consider thought provoking questions along gr%empts to deal with both the themes of Advent as well as ghe of

way. : . :
THESE DAYS- www.ppchooks.conoffers themes of Inclusion, the most important themes OT the Christmas event, .GOd wiip us.
.Pgrtmlpants will look at the different accounts in scripture ofjthe

Justice, and Remembrance the first week of Advent; Openin vent storv and why God cam human. Week two willlook
ourselves to God in week two; Of Grace and Love in weekthrégi ent story a y 500 came as a human. \Wee 0 00

and Prepare and Celebrate in week four. Church subscripti : séhlz 'anpﬁgti?/ittthscgﬁggegng (rankeg]r:eti \éviu:rgc?%/g;:]]?;vf b\l\llclf]
run for one year $4.95, and $6.95 for large print. piay y ' y

—4

those thoughts are important, as well as what people of othef reli-

FILMS gions perceive from these images. Week four, the gifts of the jmagi

| t 6s a Wo niie oné sessionlfilmfseidy was writteny pe the focal point as well as what gift each participant wuld
by Vince Patton the executive director of church relations apdye consider giving?

communications and editor dhese Dayslevotional magazine Pausing on the Road to Bethlehem: A Spiritual Journe

for the_Presbyterlan P_ubllshlng Corporation. _He is also a mo.l\.fnerough Advent-written by Kathleen Bostrom, copastor of Willi-
screening representative and a freelance writer and editor. IS

study examines the biblical and theological questions the filfpod Presbyterian Church near Chicago, lllinois, and authgr of
raises about prayer, suicide, life, family, friends, community, aidWwo dozen chi l drends books k a
money. Participants will also explore how the characters turnweek study weaves spiritual exercises such as lectio djina,
prayer, and how we under st anpfeatfeOopthfes ceptéribgs frayer, eguide Medit@tiony grayidguthei
time of despair. Finally, how our faith may influence how Wesaims, praying the Bible, as well as a brief introduction to th§ use

live our lives, treat one another, spend and give money, pray gid, |aprinth as a prayer tool. In addition the study will utifize
respond to the challenges life presents. .
poetry and music.



http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/
http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/
mailto:suzie@ppc.nocoxmail.com
http://www.d365.org
http://store.pcusar.org/2010-Advent-Devotional-Celebrate-Christ-Our-Peace
http://store.pcusar.org/2010-Advent-Devotional-Celebrate-Christ-Our-Peace
http://store.pcusar.org/2010-Advent-Devotional-Celebrate-Christ-Our-Peace
http://www.pcusa.org/today
http://www.ppcbooks.com

Continued from page 6
parallels between the first centu
setting and our own. They wil
look at some of the contradictio
that exist in our faith lives.
Stories and Symbols of the Na
tivity: A Christmas Study Pack
for _Advent- written by Joyce
MacKichan Walker, minister o
education at the Nassau Pres
terian Church in Princeton, Ne
Jersey. She is a well publish
author of curriculum, as well as
recipient of t
of the Yearo
attempts to deal with both th
themes of Advent as well as o
of the most important themes df
the Christmas event, God with u.
Participants will look at the dif
ferent accounts in scripture of t
Advent story and why God ca
as a human. Week two will loo
at the Animals at the Mangef.
Week three will uncover ho
public displays of nativity scene
must mean to others, mean to
why those thoughts are importa
as well as what people of oth
religions perceive from these i
ages. Week four, the gifts of t
magi will be the focal point a
well as what gift each participa
would have consider giving?
Pausing on the Road to Bethle
hem: A Spiritual Journey
through Advent-written by
Kathleen Bostrom, copastor
Wildwood Presbyterian Churc
near Chicago, lllinois, and auth
of t wo dozen
(kathleenlongbostrom.com). Th
five week study weaves spiritu
exercises such as lectio divin
breathe prayer, centering pray
guide meditation, praying th
Psalms, praying the Bible, as w
as a brief introduction to the u
of a labyrinth as a prayer tool. |
addition the study will utilize
poetry and music.

Bayou Blue Presbyterlan Church
3200 Hwy 316
Gray, LA 70359

To our Sisters and Brothers @6/
: The First. Presbyterian Cl

your presence at the celebratior

cember 8. Food and fellowst

h of Bayou Blue requests the hong
100 years of ministry in Christ,
:00 pm followed by a progr
at form the foundation of our
ry, because it was through thg
hhat Bayou Blue was blesse
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Ist and the guidance of the
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with pastoral leadership &

The members of thi
and labors of fdith of th
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Please help us celebra
never done alone butin
Spirit.

: In Christ Service,
)f Bayou Blue Presbyterian Chu
Kristina Peterson, Pasto

chard Krajeski, Parish Associat]

Voting on
General Assembly Matters
in 2011

When a General Assembly convenes, commissioners approve items
that would change our constitution. These items are then sent out tc
each presbytery. The presbyteries vote on each item. If there are
enough affirmative votes across the denomination, the changes to the
constitution are made.

This year our presbytery will consider several proposed amendments
to the PC(USA) constitution. Additionally, two other items will be vot-
ed on:

+ Whether or not to add the Belhar
Confession to ouBook of Confessions

« Whether or not to adopt a revisedrm of Government

Your council has decided to hold a special presbytery meeting to vote
on all of these matters. That meeting will be held on April 5. In prepa-
ration for the meeting, we will have an educational gathering to dis-
cuss the implications of each item on March 15. The meeting places
have not been established yet, but we will make that information
known in the near future.

Copies of all the documents are available in the presbytery office. Al-
so, they are or will be available on our presbytery website:(/
pbysouthla.org/as well as supplemental resources.



http://pbysouthla.org/
http://pbysouthla.org/

2010 Proved Successful for Project Homecoming
and
Presbyterian Community Outreach

|n looking back over the past twelve months, the re-
building efforts of the Presbytery of South Louisiana
have given us multiple reasons to celebrate in
2010. Since January of this year, Presbyterian Com-
munity Outreach of Slidell has hosted 664 volunteers,
who have given 82,166 hours of volunteer labor, which
represents and in kind donation of $478,595. In addi-

process of being renovated and early in 2011 will be
made available for purchase by a low-income New Or-
leans household that survived Hurricane Katrina. Addi-
tionally, Project Homecomi

been working with multiple neighborhood associations
to begin community gardens, clear lots, and create

tion, Project Homecoming has hosted 1,967 volun-

teers, who have given 76,096 hours of volunteer labor,
which represents an in kind donation

of B

$1,407,776. This labor force represents a 12% in- =
crease in the number of volunteers over 2009, which =i
means that, over five years after Hurricanes Katrina =58 1
and Rita, volunteers from all over the country are still F &2 B

sharing their stories and recruiting even more individu-
als to come to New Orleans, to help with the rebuild-

ing.

PCO Slidell and Project Homecoming have utilized ™

that incredible labor force to complete the rebuilding of

35 homes (7 by PCO Slidell, 28 by Project Homecom- [
ing) for low income families in 2010. These homes |

were rebuilt throughout Orleans, St. Bernard and St.
Tammany Parishes, for low income survivors of Hurri-

canes Katrina and Rita. In order to identify these 35 !

families, both PCO Slidell and Project Homecoming

created strategic partnerships with local non-profit case | @ |
management agencies and neighborhood associa- | “
tions, such that these rebuilding efforts are in partner- |

ship with the communities served.

Additionally, in March of this year, Project Homecom-
ing celebrated the completion of its 100" home, be-
longing to Mr. Wesley Hall. A lifetime resident of the
lower ninth ward, Mr. Hall had his insurance and Road
Home money stolen by contractors and had to spend
all of his retirement on burying his wife. Now, Wesley
is living in a brand new, energy efficient home. His in-
spirational story was featured on the front page of the
Living section of the Times Picayune on March 16",
2010.

Project Homecoming has also begun to address the
ongoing issue of flood-damaged blighted properties
facing the city of New Orleans in new and exciting
ways. City officials have recently estimated that over
55,000 flood-damaged blighted properties remain in
New Orleans. In August, Project Homecoming re-
ceived the donation of a blighted property from the
family estate of an individual associated with Jefferson
Presbyterian Church. This home is currently in the

This home was rebuilt with volunteer labor b’

v PROJECT
RPECO\/:R . ECOI\

REBUILD « R

neighborhood maps of blighted properties, such that
problem houses can be addressed specifically. Finally,
Project Homecoming was recently chosen by the New
Orleans Redevelopment Authority as a partner in the

Neighborhood Stabilization Program. As a partner,
Project Homecoming will be building 13 new, storm-
resistant, green houses in three Gentilly Neighbor-
hoods over the next two years. These homes will be
built on vacant lots where homes demolished by Katri-
na flooding once stood. Once built, these homes will
be made available to low-income survivors of Hurri-
cane Katrina.

n



Finally the recovery missions of
the Presbytery of South Louisi-
ana were blessed by Presbyter-
ian Disaster Assistance® (PDA)
fantastic documentary, AComi ng
Home: Hurricane Katrina Five
Year s LThis @m chooni-
cles the work of PDA on the
Gulf Coast, post Katrina/Rita,
but specifically focused on the
families served by Project
Homecoming. It was filmed and
directed by PDAOGs awar d
winning videographer, David
Barnhardt. AComi ng Ho me 0O
was picked up by NBC and
shown on over 90 different NBC
affiliates around the United
States. On the five year anni-
versary of Hurricane Katrina,
the staff, homeowners, and
supporters of Project Home-
coming gathered at Lakeview
Presbyterian Church to share a
meal, watch the film, and reflect
on how far we have come over
the past five years.

It is a long road to recov-
ery. Although we are far from
completion, both PCO Slidell
and Project Homecoming are
committed to continuing its mis-
sion as long as we are need-
ed. Thank you for your ongoing
gifts, prayers, and sup-
port. These ministries of the
Presbytery of South Louisiana,
in partnership with Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, continue to
transform lives in bringing hope
out of chaos.

If you are interested in learning more about PCO Slidell, please visit their
website: www.PCOSIidell.org.

If you are interested in giving to Project Homecoming, please consider giving
to Project Homecoming General Fund. For more information about Project
homecoming, please visit their website: www.ProjectHomecoming.net.




