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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Lake Charles  

 

St. Andrew was originally chartered on 

February 8, 1959, as mission of First 

Presbyterian Church Lake Charles.  There 

were 192 charter members in 1959 

and some of them are still active members 

today. The church began as an outreach to 

McNeese students and faculty. St. An-

drew  celebrated their 50th Anniversary in 

2009.  
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The Thoughtful Christian.org Responds Rapidly To Tragedy in Tucson. 

by Suzie Craig, PSL POINT Representative 

 We are all aware of the unimaginable tragedy that unfolded recently in Tucson, Arizona. I am sure 

you as I have been in deep prayer for those who lost their lives and their families; those who have 

been physically injured, the local community whose sense of safety and well being has been shaken, 

as well as for our nation and our sense of civility, justice and mercy. What some may not know is 

that two of six who lost their lives have Presbyterian ties. Phyllis Schneck, was a member of North-

minster Presbyterian Church in Tucson, Ariz., and Gabe Zimmerman, an aide to U.S. Congresswom-

an Gabrielle Giffords, came from a staunch Presbyterian family as well  according to the Presbyteri-

an Church (U.S.A.) News Service. 

  The Thoughtful Christian Team believes that this incident should be discussed and suggests our 

churches use the following resources as we not only try to make sense of the tragic killings. 

 The Thoughtful Christian is offering both Adult and Youth studies that you may find helpful as you 

and your congregation wrestle with this situation."Finding God in Tragedy" which is the Youth 

study, and "Where is God when disaster strikes" an adult study. As subscribers to the Thoughtful 

Christian we have copies available. Should you desire a copy simply contact Suzie Craig at park-

way11@juno.com. 

 Dear friends, God does not forsake us during times of tragedy, but comes to us in deep compassion 

and love. Let us comfort one another while working toward understanding and  justice. 

 Amen! p
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mission statement 
 In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit 

We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, 

Minister -Members, Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;  

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them 

to   each other as well as to the larger Church, and 

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.  

 All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God. 

 

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH: 

 The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the sal-

vation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the 

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the 

truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the King-

dom of Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200)  

mailto:parkway11@juno.com
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voting on general assembly matters 2011: 
 

When a General Assembly convenes, commissioners approve items that would change our constitution. These items 

are then sent out to each presbytery. The presbyteries vote on each item. If there are enough affirmative votes across 

the denomination, the changes to the constitution are made. 

This year our presbytery will consider several proposed amendments to the PC(USA) constitution. Additionally, two 

other items will be voted on: 

 Whether or not to add the Belhar Confession to our  Book  of  Confessions 

 Whether or not to adopt a  revised Form of Government 

Your council has decided to hold a special presbytery meeting to vote on all of these matters.  That meeting will be 

held on April 5 at 1:00 p.m. at Faith Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge . In preparation for the meeting, we will 

have an educational gathering to discuss the implications of each item on March 15 at 1:00 p.m. at Faith Presby-

terian Church, Baton Rouge. 

Copies of all the documents are available in the presbytery office.  Also, they are or will be 

available on our presbytery website (http://pbysouthla.org/) as well as supplemental re-

sources. 

psl 10/20 

The first and second edition of the psl 10/20 have been 

published with great success.  The publication has 

been well received and the subscription list continues 

to grow. 

To subscribe simply click on the CONSTANT CON-

TACT link of the forwarded publication.  The subscrip-

tion is free for one year due to a generous grant from the 

Louisiana Board of Presbyterian Publications.  

Clerks of Sessions will want to forward their members 

info as well.  Just be sure to use the FORWARD icon on 

your email system once you receive a copy. We are asking 

church offices to forward to appropriate individuals also 

so that they may subscribe.  

JUST FORWARD to others once the periodical has 

reached you.  This is a quick and exciting way for all our 

churches to communicate. 

Designed to carry news of PSL activity and churches 

across our bounds, this electronic version will be open to 

every church for their use to make announcements.  Arti-

cles may be submitted by the first and fifteenth of the 

month for the next issue.   

To register your email please contact - secre-

tary@pbysouthla.org and list your church affiliation, posi-

tion or interest. 

The Presbytery of South Louisiana was 

delighted to host representatives of the 

Churchwide Coordinating Team of 

Presbyterian Women on a recent work 

week at Olive Tree.  The national 

group labored in rebuilding two homes 

in Orleans Parish.  Representing several 

Synods and many Presbyteries, these 

mission minded church leaders gave of 

their time, talents and resources to help 

in recovery.  This is their fifth of sever-

al mission trips in the Katrina/Rita 

damaged region.  In 2008, the nation-

al contribution of PW known as the 

BIRTHDAY OFFERING dedicated over 

$205,000 to the rebuilding of the Lake-

view Presbyterian (Church) Day School 

in New Orleans.   

presbyterian 

women 

http://pbysouthla.org/
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John Blewitt 

Our presbytery is continuing to encourage and 

support the process of transformation in and 

through our local congregations. Our consultant, 

Tom Bandy, will make two visits to South Louisi-

ana in 2011. The dates are: 

 March 17 – April 3 

 September 22 – October 10 

During these visits, Tom will be meeting with 

each of the leadership teams of the churches that 

are engaged in the transformation process. He is 

also available to meet with any leaders or church-

es who might want to explore issues of church 

growth and revitalization.  

Additionally, Tom has trained several persons in 

the presbytery to provide support for congrega-

tions wanting to go “deeper and further:” deeper 

into the mystery of Christ and further out into the 

mission field with Christ. Contact me to discuss 

setting up a coaching relationship. 

Tom’s letter about his upcoming visits may be 

found on pages 6 and 7 of this newsletter. 

PSL want to help your church be vital and faith-

ful! If you want to explore ways the presbytery 

might be able to support you, 

please contact me! 

 

John Blewitt 

225-275-7393 

johnfpc@bellsouth.net 

 

***please note*** 

Due to a conflict with the LSU 

football game and the traffic that 

creates, the October Presbytery 

Meeting at  Highland Church has 

been changed to                             

October 15, 20ll.                 

Please note this change on your 

calendar.  

Thank You!! 

psl church transformation  

The Council of Presbytery of South 

Louisiana has nominated The Rev. 

Dr. Ronald J. Sutto to serve as part-

time  Interim General Presbyter in 

2011.  Ron’s dedication to PSL has 

been heart-warming. His gifts and 

love for the work within the church 

are genuine.  We are truly blessed.  

H e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 

ron@pbysouthla.org 

we want to hear from you : 

An ambassador from council will 

be contacting your congregation to 

make an appointment for a visit as 

part of the Presbytery’s  

transformation 

council 
 

mailto:johnfpc@bellsouth.net
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                Come and join us at the  

            Chinese Presbyterian Church  

                           for our  

2ND ANNUAL WOMENõS RETREAT 

                   on April 9, 2010  

                    10am ð 12 noon 

       We offer a quiet time to reflect  

          on your own spiritual journey  

      and a chance to share your thoughts  

            with your sisters in the faith.  
 

          A simple box lunch  

        provides opportunity  

 for conversation and fellowship.  
 

                   2901 W. Esplanade 

                   Kenner, LA 70065  

                         461-0702  

 

REGISTRATION ($10.00 includes lunch)              

         

Need more information ñor call to register: Claire Brooks 461 -0702 or 

claire.brooks@yahoo.com    

Name  email or address

  

Telephone  lunch choice: ham, 

turkey, roast beef, or 

veggie  

side:  potato 

salad or chips

  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     



Transforming Church  

Journey of Congregational Mission  

Presbytery of South Louisiana  

psldeeperfurther.org  

 

Scheduling March Coaching Opportunities     

 

Changes and Your Requests  

Friends and Colleagues in Mission:  

I hope you have all experienced a joyous Christmas and a refreshing holiday. Once again we are planning our consulting 

and coaching schedule for the year. There are several changes to the plan in 2011.  

 

1. Skype Coaching Costs  

Regular coaching for clergy, teams, and/or Sessions has been one of the most valuable tactics to encourage churches, 

collaborate for problem solving, and provide ongoing training. However, due to budget constraints, the presbytery will 

not be able to subsidize the cost.  

Of course, I know how important these regular coaching opportunities are, and I have no intention to limit our conversa-

tion opportunities in any way. In the past, we asked churches to help with the cost by contributing a portion of Continu-

ing Education budget and that continues to be the plan.  

The benchmark I generally use is $1,800 per church for 9 months, and unlimited opportunities for skype coaching. Some 

churches can do that, and many cannot. Please just do whatever you can. However, please send a check to "Thriving 

Church Consulting" directly to me (rather than the presbytery). The contact information is below.  

We will continue to do unlimited skype coaching for pastors, teams, and/or Sessions regardless of financial considera-

tions.  

 



2. Local Consultant Availability  

Over the years I have been training some local leaders in the presbytery to use my materials to consult with congrega-

tions (Harry Brown and Jean Marie Peacock in the east, and Catherine McGowan and John Blewitt in the west). A 

modest budget has been set aside by the presbytery to offset travel and communication costs. These folks are available 

as their time permits to continue coaching churches and church leaders. In his capacity of leadership with the presby-

tery, John Blewitt will manage the deployment of these local consultants. Please contact with John to discuss your 

needs.  

3. Two Extended On-Site Visits  

Budget constraints have forced us to reduce my on-site trips from three visits to two. The plan will be similar to the 

past, as I travel to meet personally with pastors and congregations across the presbytery. The winter dates will be rough-

ly March 17 - April 3 in the winter ... and Sept. 22 - Oct. 10 in the fall.  

Coming March Visits (March 17 - April 3)  

I am starting to create my schedule of coaching and congregational visits among congregations now. Please let me 

know about your special requests ASAP.  

Some churches may have a special request for me to lead a planning retreat, start a visioning process, or do specific 

leadership training in a variety of ministry areas (like hospitality, worship, small groups, children/youth, outreach, pas-

tor/parish relations, Session or Council development, stewardship etc.) It will be very helpful to know your special re-

quests in advance so that I can allot appropriate time for your needs.  

Please email me as soon as possible with any special requests for my time. There are 20-25 churches and/or pastors that 

I try to help in each visit, so my trips are very busy and I have to manage time very carefully.  

I will send a draft schedule to everyone in mid-February.  

Encouragement  

The congregations of the Presbytery of South Louisiana are not alone in experiencing the challenges of our changing 

times and communities. Especially in January, when the Christmas joy is past and budget challenges begin, church 

leaders anticipate difficult annual meetings. We feel that we are running short of volunteers, time, and money. It is im-

portant, today especially, that we do not run short of faith, courage, and hope. Tactics may change, but the mission re-

mains, and the promise of Christ to be with us endures.  

If you are feeling particular stress as the New Year begins, please email me now and schedule a 

skype or phone conversation. Do not feel alone. Let us keep our routine of coaching going.  

 

Blessings,  

Thomas G. Bandy  

tgbandy@aol.com  

Office: 519-823-2596  

Cell: 519-827-6148  

Skype: “TGBandy”  

 

My Postal Address:  

17A-218 Silvercreek Parkway North  

Suite 201  

Guelph, Ontario  

N1H 8E8 Canada  



My name is Maegen Norman. I grew up attending and wor-

shiping at First Presbyterian Church in Bryan, Texas. I recently 

graduated from Schreiner University with a B.A. in History. I 

am very excited to have been chosen by the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) to serve as a YAV in the Presbytery of South 

Louisiana. Before my arrival, I had never been to Louisiana. 

The last five months have been life changing. I came with high 

hopes and have not been disappointed.  I have experienced 

things I never knew existed and met people who have changed 

my life in ways I still have not completely figured out.  

I serve as a Chaplain’s assistant of the Pastoral Care Depart-

ment at Ochsner Hospital. I have the privilege of visiting all 

the new patients on four different floors – two are surgical floors, two are regular pa-

tient beds. I share with patients the services offered by the Pastoral Care Department – 

prayer, Eucharist, counseling for patients and their families. At first offering to pray for 

something that I did not know was difficult. I have always prayed at church and on my 

own, but having someone look at me as the connection between them and God was 

weird. I am becoming more comfortable asking people if I can pray with them. I find 

my prayers are becoming more sincere and from the heart.   

This opportunity has led to some incredible conversations and witnessing God speak 

through me and connect with patients as we struggle together to understand God and the 

trials we face. I came to serve 

this presbytery hoping to make 

a difference in the lives of those 

I encounter. It turns out, the 

patients are making a difference 

in me.  

If you would like to know more 

about me and what I do please 

read my blog at: http://

m y a d v e n t u r e -

sinchrist.blogspot.com 

 

In Christ, 

Maegen 



The Committee on Ministry is charged with important responsibilities on behalf of the presbytery and for the 

sake of Christ’s church. 

Visit regularly and consult with each minister of the presbytery. 

Make recommendations to the presbytery regarding calls for the services of its ministers. 

Visit with each session of the presbytery at least once very three years, discussing with them 

the mission and ministry of the particular church and encouraging the full participation of each 

session and congregation in the life and work of the presbytery and of the larger church. 

Counsel with churches regarding calls for permanent or designated pastoral relations, for tem-

porary pastoral relations, and commissioned lay pastors. 

Provide for the implementation of equal opportunity employment for ministers and candidates. 

Assist the presbytery with the examination of ministers transferring from other presbyteries, 

etc., reporting all such actions to the next stated meeting of the presbytery. 

Serve as an instrument of presbytery for promoting the peace and harmony of the churches, 

especially in regard to matters arising out of the relations between ministers and churches. 

Exercise discretion in determining when to take cognizance of information concerning any dif-

ficulties. 

The responsibilities given the COM are all “theological” responsibilities in the most basic and practical 

sense:   they require a COM to engage constantly in reflection, judgment, and discernment of how God is pre-

sent and what God’s will is for their constituent members, whether they be congregations and/or church profes-

sionals not only in particular situations but also in light of the work and will of the greater church. 

COM members partner with one another, with the church professionals and congregations they serve, 

with presbytery staff, and with other committees of the presbytery, with synod and General Assembly, and, 

most especially, with God. 

As partners in ministry, COM members enter into relationships with an attitude of respect and appreci-

ation for the congregations and individuals they encounter. COM members bring significant authority and sub-

stantial resources to meetings with those people.   

The COM is to be open to communication at all times with the ministers, commissioned lay pastors, 

elders who are members of sessions, and certified Christian educators within the presbytery.   

     (An excerpt from the 2010 Manual of the COM, PSL) 

While the COM of our presbytery is behind in making Triennial Visits with each congregation, it continues to 

be the intent of the committee to fulfill this responsibility as well as all the others which it has, despite being 

two short of full committee membership.           

 Barbara Hoffman, Moderator 



Birthdays           
2 The Rev. Robert Rogers 

10 Dr. Mickey Byrd 

11 The Rev. Jim Murray 

12 The Rev. Dr. Young Chang 

Jin 

16 The Rev. Phil Stagg 

26 The Rev. Gil Richardson 

28 Mrs. Glenda K. Keegan 

Calendar     
4 Presbytery Packets Pub-

lished 

10 FMT Meeting 10:00 

15 Presbytery Meeting 

18 Last Day for Churches to 

enter statistical Report Info. 

20 GBR Cluster-wide Worship 

Baker Church 

26 GBR Cluster Officer Train-

ing Event 

mark your calendar: 

Summer Camp 2011    
Intro Camp for 1st and 2nd graders will be 

held MAY 13,14, and 15, 2011.   

Camp Agape and Wrangler Camp will be held 

June 12 through 18, 2011.   

In addition to Wrangler Camp we are offering Ad-

venture Camp for Senior Highs during this week.   

Full information will be available at the February 

Presbytery meeting when registration will begin. 

 

COM Meeting  

March 17 

General Assembly Amendment  

Discussion and Voting Sessions: 

March 15, 2011, 1:00 p.m. Faith,  BR 

April 5, 2011, 1:00 p.m. Faith, BR 
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Presbytery Meetings: 

June 7, 2011,  

St. Charles Ave. PC 

 

October 15, 2011 

 Highland PC 



handbooks 
 

2011 Printed Handbooks will be 

available at the February 

 Presbytery Meeting 

for a charge of $2.00.  

 

 a reminder to all churches:   
Please don’t forget to go online to do your 

statistical reporting.   

We didn’t get reports from several churches 

last year and our goal for this year is to have 

100% reporting.  

 Thanks, and God Bless! 

announcements 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
 

The Presbyterian Foundation of Louisiana has 

opened its application process for a limited number of 

scholarships.  These scholarships are awarded to select 

students working toward a degree in medicine or engi-

neering..  In the case of medicine, the applicant must be 

studying to be a medical doctor and must be accepted 

into a medical school for the approaching term.  The 

candidate pursuing a career in engineering must be a 

student at the third or fourth year undergraduate level. 

Scholarship applicants are considered without regard to 

their creed, sex, national origin or state in which they 

reside or study.  Those persons wishing to apply for con-

sideration may request an application form from: 

The Presbyterian Foundation of Louisiana 

Scholarship Committee 

Mrs. Nell Johnston, Chair 

O.K. Avenue 

Harahan, LA  70123-4743 

(Phone: 504-737-1691)   (e-mail: 

mnjohn@bellsouth.net) 

 

Requests for application MUST be received by 

March 1, 2011, and returned by March, 15, 2011 

The Presbyterian Foundation of Louisiana encour-

ages anyone wishing to make a gift, which increases the 

endowed scholarship fund and thereby the amount of aid 

available, to please contact Nell Johnston at the above 

address. 

Seeking a Pastor 

The Amite-Arcola Presbyterian Church is seeking a 

part-time pastor, beginning April 1. 

The position is for one office day weekly and the Sun-

day service.  Occasional special worship services, wed-

dings, and funerals would also be included.  Guiding 

the work of the session and visiting members and pro-

spects are also desired. 

 Interested candidates should contact Barbara Hoffman, 

Moderator of the Committee on Ministry. 

mailto:mnjohn@bellsouth.net


from the treasurer 

 

WHERE IN THE TREASURY IS BENJAMIN? 

(Episode 2) 

 When we last saw Benjamin he was in the PSL re-

ceiving account waiting for someone.  That someone is Jay the 

head of PSL’s accounting service.  He will be here shortly be-

cause Jay is very efficient and doesn’t waste any time.  But 

while we are waiting, let’s ask Benjamin how he got here.  

(This is known as back story.) 

 A few weeks ago Benjamin was in the paycheck of a 

member of a PCUSA Church.  That church member put Benja-

min in another check as part of his pledge to his local Church.  

The Session of that Church included contributions to PSL in 

their budget.  After a short stay in the operating budget of that 

Church, Benjamin was once again placed in a check and 

mailed to PSL.  And, if you remember, our story began when 

Benjamin was released from that envelop. 

 Jay’s here now – see, I told you he was prompt.  

“Alright, you and you and all you guys over there,” Jay says 

waving his hand at Benjamin and several of his cousins, “come 

with me.  The Remittance Form that arrived with you says you 

are to be put to work paying daily bills.  Split up into two 

groups.” 

 Where in the Treasury is Benjamin?  Got it figured 

out?  You’re right if you said Per Capita Revenue.  Per Capita 

contributions sent to Presbytery are intended to pay the admin-

istrative expenses, i.e., daily bills, of PSL and General Assem-

bly, hence two groups.  Approximately 74% of Per Capita is 

retained for use by PSL and approximately 26% is sent to de-

fray administrative costs of General Assembly. 

 “Okay, you guys,” Jay motions to the smaller group, 

“hurry over to accounts payable so you can be converted 

into a per capita check to be sent to General Assem-

bly.  The rest of you report to the PSL Operating Fund.” 

 “Jay,” Benjamin pleads, “can I be replaced so I can 

visit more of the Treasury?” 

 “Sure,” Jay replies.  “You, the other Benjamin over 

there, trade places with this one.  And you – wow, it’s hard to 

tell you Benjamins apart -- you, the Benjamin that wants to 

look around some more, get back to the receiving account.  

There is plenty of work left around here for you to do.” 

REPORT FROM THE “FRONT LINE” 

ñOnward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before . . .ò 

 It is not uncommon for children in Nuevo Lare-

do to lie in bed at night and hear an exchange of gunfire 

outside their bedroom windows.  Carlos, 10, and 

Alejandro, 7, lived in this fear and the fear their father, 

Jorge would not return.  The boys started coming to one 

of the weekend clubs for Nuevo Laredo children begun 

by Presbyterian Border Ministries (PBM).  The boys 

participate in sports, games, music, art, and Christian 

education programs at the club held at Victoria en Jesu-

cristo Presbyterian Church, a new church development 

supported by PBM.  The congregation also reached out 

to Jorge’s wife, Maria, and their two younger children. 

 Instead of these children suffering to the point 

of regressing in their development, the club filled in the 

gaps, enabling them to learn more of God, who cares 

for them and loves them in every circumstance and pro-

vides for their needs.  When Jorge saw the care his 

family received, his life began to change.  He now wor-

ships every Sunday at Victoria en Jesucristo with his 

wife and children. 

 This report is paraphrased from the words of 

Chris McReynolds, a PC(USA) mission worker and 

one of our Christian soldiers.  The PC(USA) and the 

National Presbyterian Church of Mexico began PBM 

25 years ago.   Chris, a mission worker since 2007, sees 

Presbyterian on both side of the border who are com-

mitted to sharing Christ’s love.  “It’s no time to back 

away,” Chris says.  “It is difficult, but we have a calling 

to be here.” 

This is our mission dollars at work on the front line. 

More from the “Front Line” to come 

as our Christian soldiers report in. 



Please Pray For: 
 

The Rev. Dr. Alan Cutter, as he fights Parkinson’s Disease 

The victims of the flooding from recent storms in Australia 

The victims of terrorism in Russia 

All those negatively affected by the recent blizzards across the country 

For our brothers and sisters involved in revolution in Egypt. May they find peace and 
democracy. 

For all of our Military members across the world and in harms way, may they come 
home safe and quickly 

Bible Verse of the Month 


