
Leadership Letter  

In South Louisiana a football field 

size area of land is lost every 30 minutes.  

An area larger than the state of Delaware has 

been lost in the last 80 years. Throughout the 

rest of the country these facts are relatively 

unknown, and even here we sometimes 

choose to ignore the environmental, 

economic, emotional, spiritual and cultural 

impacts that the ongoing disaster of land loss 

has and will continue to have for our region 

and the entire hemisphere, forgetting the 

resiliency and creativity our local peoples 

have historically used to thrive in this 

environment.  

On March 19th at the Louisiana 

Wildlife Federations annual meeting, the 

First Presbyterian Church of Bayou Blue 

was honored with the conservation 

organization of the year award for their 

ñadvocacy efforts at the regional and 

national level that explain the importance of 

Louisianaôs wetlands and the need for 

coastal restoration by hosting national and 

international citizen leaders, visiting other 

coastal sites facing coastal erosion, and 

supporting local conservation projects.ò 

The first Presbyterian Church of 

Bayou Blue has provided hospitality to 

thousands of volunteers and other visitors 

since hurricane Katrina in 2005, hosting 

them for dinner and fellowship and housing 

them in their homes and taking them on fact-

finding tours. While sharing their joie de 

vivre and delicious food, church members 

also found ways to discuss concerns about 

land loss and storm impacts, and how these 

issues are related to the effects of our 

lifestyle habits throughout the country. 

Bayou Blue has promoted continued 

conversation with these groups through 

developing and maintaining an electronic 

newsletter with updates on what is 

happening; keeping the issues of the 

wetlands in the forefront of peopleôs minds.  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

recognized the churchôs efforts at Bayou 

Blue on October 10, 2010 stating ñYou have 

led our presbytery in efforts to educate and 

advocate for the preservation of the 

wetlands, addressing a variety of ecological 

issues impacting our coastal communities. 

We give thanks for First Presbyterian 

Church of Bayou Blue and for the ways that 

you have partnered with others to address 

the needs of neighbors and Godôs good 

creationò. 

Land loss in the wetland is a 

national issue, not just a Louisiana issue, and 

has effects that threaten human and animal 

life as well as industrial facilities including 

oil and gas production sites. In June, Bayou 

Blue brought two overtures to the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA. 

One overture called the church to develop 

educational materials about the wetlands, to 

support the development of a wetlands 

educational center, to research the role of 

corporations in wetland destruction and 

restoration and to advocate with members of 

congress to restore land lost in Southern 

Louisiana. The Presbyterian Church also 

committed to supporting coastal 

communities through the long-term effects 

of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, including 

supporting sustainable food production, 

citizen monitoring of air, soil and water. 

Bayou Blue continues to be a 

witness to Godôs good creation amidst the 

destruction from natural and technological 

disasters. May we all stand together, with 

hope, as we works towards a common future 

focused on Christôs love and in which we 

fulfill our vocation as stewards of our 

environment; our God-given place. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT  

BAYOU BLUE RECEIVES HONOR...  

April 2011  

Presbytery Vote on GA Amendments  
 

The Presbytery will VOTE on General Assembly amendments; at this 
called Presbytery meeting, we will consider the new Form of Govern-

ment, Belhar Confession and GA Amendments. Contact: 
Johnfpc@bellsouth.net with questions.   

 
Tuesday, April 5 | 1 p.m. | Faith PC (Baton Rouge)         

mailto:Johnfpc@bellsouth.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=zlb9lkeab&et=1104852330201&s=238&e=001paEce0QLKZsp7K0XF6Md23nhZT1nmt0_EAn_ZuK4LB4uq1-ZhAzNffrD8qRZGIiDbUycpyPDPWz6TJH-vetnzGweyqspBrXfaEvv7A-A039mKcCy23JfmMxOKoDn_FfhxV9fBTY27zB9xOgvX0_efN9zgI-ZsgnFHj7fUfgqj3Rr6qFQXKnX6ZANFu2P4LL


 In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit 
We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, 
Minister -Members, Christian Educators and other Church Professionals; 
We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to   
each other as well as to the larger Church, and 

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.  

 All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God. 
 
THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH: 

 The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salva-
tion of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children 
of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the 
promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven 
to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200)  

          mission statement    

 

 

REPORT FROM THE ñFRONT LINEò 
ñOnward, Christian soldiers, Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus Going on before . . .ò 

 

 Last month we heard of two innovative Campus Ministry programs at LSU.  University Presbyterian 

Church through their Outreach ministry provides ongoing programs to the students, faculty, and staff.  Here 

are more highlights from the Rev. T. Clint Mitchell., serving on the front line at LSU. 

 Our traditional student ministry includes two primary weekly events.  We have a ñStudent Coffee 

Breakò each Wednesday afternoon from 3-6pm at a coffee shop across the street from the LSU campus.  This 

is an opportunity for students to gather for fellowship and to support one another in the often hectic and unpre-

dictable life of LSU.  We also have a weekly Bible study that meets on Thursday evenings, with the students 

taking turns to host and lead the study.  The Bible Study was started in the Fall 2010 semester at the request of 

the students.  Roughly a dozen students regularly participate in both the Bible study and the Coffee Breaks.   

 In January 2010 and again in January 2011, UPC led a group from around the Presbytery to the Mon-

treat Collegiate Conference.  Students from LSU, UNO, and Tulane participated in this trip together and we 

have used part of the PSL funds to pay for housing for these groups.  In 2010, a group of 14 attended the con-

ference and in 2011 that grew to 17.   

 This is our mission dollars at work on the front line. 

 

More from the ñFront Lineò to come 

as other Christian soldiers report in. 



 

 

WHERE IN THE TREASURY IS BENJAMIN?  

(Episode 4) 

(Fade in from black.) 

  

There is cheering in the receiving account.  It erupted after 

the Per Capita and Shared Mission contributions had been 

sent to their respective destinations.  Benjamin, on his way 

to the PSL Operating Fund as part of the Shared Mission 

contribution, turns his attention to the celebration among 

his cousins. 

 He can make out some of the shouts.  ñWeôre 

headed to exciting places!ò   ñI hope Iôll end up in Haiti!ò  

ñI expect to dig wells!ò  ñIôm going to New Orleans!ò  

ñChildren, send me anywhere there are children!ò  ñAn 

ethnic ministry is my desire!ò  ñMedicine, I donôt care if it 

is medical supplies, building hospitals and clinics, treat-

ment staff, or medical school, just as long as it is medi-

cine!ò  ñIôm going to camp!ò  ñDisaster relief for me, need 

lots of flexibility and fast response there!ò  ñWhoopee, 

weôre the elite!ò 

 Where in the Treasury is Benjamin?  (Actually, 

what part of the Treasury is Benjamin observing?)  The 

broad range of topics should be a giveaway that Benjamin 

is listening in on contributions from Special Offerings.  

Presbyterians are known for their generous response to 

identified needs.  There are annual Special Offerings, 

identified Special Offerings, and spontaneous Special Of-

ferings.  For example, some of the Special Offerings are:  

Christmas Joy, One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, 

Peacemaking, Evergreen, Theological Education, Presby-

terian Disaster Relief, Hurricane Recovery, Gulf Oil Spill, 

Wet Lands, and Feliciana Retreat Center.  On occasion 

special offerings are taken for Inquirers and Seminary Stu-

dents, Church Development, and specific budget items.  

Frequently individuals and churches send contributions for 

designated purposes.   

 PSL is the clearing house for all these special of-

ferings.  Various churches send them in, PSL accumulates 

them in their respective categories and forwards the aggre-

gate funds to the designated sources.  These contributions 

are indeed cause for celebration. 

 Benjamin smiles happily as he turns to continue on 

his way to the PSL Operating Fund in his assumed role as 

a PSL Shared Mission contribution.  Heôs happy there are 

plenty of his cousins left in the receiving account to fund 

special projects.  Benjamin begins to whistle ñToday We 

All Are Called to Be Disciples.ò 

  

in this issue: 

Announcements 9 

Bayou Blue 1 

Birthdays 8 

Calendar 8 

COM 5 

From the Frontline 2 

General Assembly Voting 1 

Mark Your Calendar 8 

 POINT Representative 6-7 

Prayer Request 10 

Treasurer (Benjamin Serial) 3 

YAVS 4 

The Presbytery Staff 

wishes you a very  

Happy and Blessed  

Easter! 



 My name is Tasha Nickler and I'm from 
Bucyrus, a small town located in the north-central 
Ohio.  I recently graduated from Bluffton Universi-
ty, a Mennonite-affiliated college in northwest 
Ohio where I studied Business and Recreation.  I 
decided to apply for the YAV Program because I 
wanted to truly put my faith into action -- to love 
and encourage ALL of God's people, to live in in-
tentional community with my peers as we all work 
through faith questions, and finally, to discern 
God's plan for my life. I believe this year is about 
learning to be patient with life and God and the 
ways in which He works. This year is teaching me 
about really trusting that God will provide for me.  

During my year, I am working with Project Homecoming in two roles. I work half of the day at Olive Tree, the volunteer village 
Project Homecoming has recently transitioned into managing from PDA.  The other half of my day is spent working in the Project 
Homecoming office, where I get to, among other things, plan the home dedications and help potential clients navigate the appli-
cation process.  

Upon arrival in New Orleans, the YAVs each found mentors for our year of discernment and intentional community.  I asked Cati-
na Batiste, a social worker from Marrero who attends Faith Presbyterian in Harvey, to be my mentor, and it has blossomed into a 
truly rewarding and fruitful relationship.  Most people would look at the two of us and assume that we have nothing in common, 
but I have been absolutely uplifted by our relationship.  Catina has taught me so much about opening up and letting others into 
my lifeτthe great risks and rewards that come with taking a leap of faith and trusting others people to catch me and not hurt 
me.  {ƘŜΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ DƻŘ ƘŜŀƭ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜre 
beside me through some of the best memories I have of my YAV year.  {ƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ƭŀǳƎƘ Ψǘƛƭ ƛǘ ƘǳǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇǎ ŦƻǊ ƧƻȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǳǎǳπ

ally joins in.  This is truly a relationship 
ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
have been brought together. 

I'm excited to continue this year of my life 
serving the Presbytery.  As I'm still fundrais-
ing for my year, if you'd like to financially 
support me in my time here, please send 
checks to the Presbytery of South Louisiana, 
Attn: Kathy Lee, 3700 Gentilly Blvd, New Or-
leans LA 70122.  Thank you and I look for-
ward to meeting many of you in the future.  
 

-Tasha  

 



First Presbyterian Church of 

Scotlandville is searching for a 

new pastor, this in the wake of 

the retirement of their former 

pastor, Rev. Sandra Martin.  I 

serve as Committee on Minis-

try (COM) liaison to the Pastor 

Nominating Committee (PNC) 

and am finding this work most 

interesting! In all my other 

PNC experiences (which num-

ber around 10), I have been on 

the other side of the table.  I 

have been a candidate coming 

in to interview, with fear and 

trembling, seeking to discern 

the new work to which God 

might be calling me. 

It is another experience all to-

gether to walk with a PNC as it 

organizes itself and to learn 

about the church as the PNC 

prepares the Church Infor-

mation Form (CIF).  First Scot-

landville has now begun re-

ceiving Personal Information 

Forms (PIFs) from the General 

Assembly Office of Vocations 

in Louisville. The road of dis-

cernment stretches out before 

us and  brings to mind the first 

verse of Hebrews 11: 

Now faith is the assurance of 

things hoped for, the conviction 

of things not seen. 

Together we have faith, our 

assurance on every road whose 

terrain and details we cannot 

see.  Together we believe that 

God will provide the person we 

can not yet imagine. 

As COM liaison I have the 

wonderful opportunity of meet-

ing Presbyterians only 5 miles 

south of the church I serve in 

Baker.  Already I am gaining 

new appreciation of the labor 

of love which is required in the 

search process.  How can we 

best communicate with one 

another in an age where some 

use computers and others are 

phone people?  How can we 

get copies of PIFs to everyone?  

Who will read on-line?  Who 

needs paper?  Who has email 

but doesnôt check it?  Who has 

a key to let the PNC in the 

building?  Who knows the se-

curity code? 

Another perk, besides aware-

ness of the process ñon the 

other sideò, is the discovery of 

treasures in a churchôs history.  

When Rev. Ron Sutto came to 

First to provide PNC training, 

he asked for a brief ñtourò and 

remarked on the extraordinary 

mural painted on the wall 

which is front and center in the 

sanctuary.  The painting de-

picts an enormous wooden 

cross set upon craggy mountain

-top rocks, soaring into a blue 

sky with clouds.  Even at the 

back of the sanctuary the cross 

seems to come toward you.  

Ron asked about the painter 

and learned that the cross was 

painted by Jean Paul Hubbard, 

a prominent and respected Lou-

isiana artist who also was the 

head of the Southern Universi-

ty Fine Arts Department.   He 

worked in oils, acrylics and 

water colors and created sever-

al sculptures, but painting was 

his true love.  His paintings are 

included in the art collection of 

the Louisiana Governorôs Man-

sion, the Tuskegee University 

Art Museum and more.  Now, 

some of the PNC members 

knew this and some did not.  

God blesses all of us with ener-

gy and joy in times of such 

discovery. 

I would like also to express 

appreciation to two pastors 

who alternate leading worship 

at First:  Rev. Tip Tipton, HR, 

and Rev. Randy Nichols who 

attends University PC.  How 

good for the church to have 

regular and solid worship lead-

ership during this transition.  

Rev. Tipton is also moderating 

the Session. 

So I speak in praise of our con-

nectional system, ask for your 

prayers for the PNC of First 

Scotlandville, and will close 

with this quote from the 

PCUSAôs A Manual For 

Churches Seeking Pastors 

(courtesy of Selecting Church 

Leaders, The Alban Institute, 

2002): 

é the question before 

us could be framed 

thusly: 

ñGod, whom are you 

selecting/calling at 

this time to lead in 

this church?  Show us 

your choice.ò We are 

invited to participate 

in Godôs own choice.    

 

In gratitude for such  

partnership, 

Rev. Charlene M. Heaton, 

 Pastor of Baker Presbyterian 

Church 



/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ {ǇŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ {ŀŦŜΗ 
By Suzie Craig, POINT representative 

 

Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever 
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my 

name welcomes me. 
If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a 

great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea.   
    Jesus' words in Matthew 18 

 

The recent approval of amendment  10-C  by ninety-nine presbyteries, which calls for the  institution of 

changes to G-9.0404C;  by which ALL governing bodies  will be required to have a Sexual Misconduct 

Policy. This DOES include local congregations according to Laurie Griffith, manager of Judicial Process 

and Social Witness in the Presbyterian Church (USA) department of Constitutional services office. This 

change necessitates the need of every congregation in the Presbytery of South Louisiana to create and 

institute a Sexual Misconduct policy, if you do not currently have such a policy. It is my understanding 

that congregations, presbyteries, and synods will be required to develop a policy by July 2011. The Pres-

bytery of South Louisiana in 2002 instituted such a policy. 

What does your congregation need to do: 

Develop and Approve a policy 
o ¢ƘŜ t/¦{! ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΗ- PDS#72-651-02-002 

1.800.524.2612 Presbyterian Distribution Service 
o Synod of the Sun offers For the Safety of Our Children & Youth. http://

safety.synodsun.com/ 

o Liability Insurance- Review your churches liability insurance policy concerning these 

matters. 

o Review the Presbytery Policy. 

Train staff and Volunteers 



o The Center for the Prevention of Sexual and Domestic Violence at www.cpsdv.org 

FaithTrust Institute has several videos with study guides and  resource booklets  
o ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜȄǳŀƭ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ: help volunteers/staff discover what behavior is nor-

mal, of concern, or may indicate professional help is need.  
o Possible Life Span Signs and Symptoms Associated with Victims of Sexual Abuse: Review 

the dynamics of child abuse and neglect within the family. 
o Be ready to respond: 

× If the accused is employed or a volunteer you need to process the accusation ac-
ŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ έtǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ {ŜȄǳŀƭ aƛǎŎƻƴŘǳŎǘέ  ŀƴŘ 
utilize a previously trained Sexual Misconduct Taskforce who ready to perform 
their duties. 

× /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ( if the allega-
tion pertains to an offense committed by a volunteer or staff member while exer-
cising their duties). 

× Contact the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery (if allegation is a Minister of the 
Word and Sacrament or other church professional). 
 
 

× First Aid and CPR Training   
9ŀŎƘ {ŀŦŜ YƛŘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ CƛǊǎǘ 
Aid and CPR. I would recommend FIRSTAIDWEB.com, a step by step learn-
ing model.  The ease of use, clear and concise explanations are very help-
ful. First Aid Web offers both a free Basic First Aid course, and a  CPR 
Course. The only cost associated with the program is the cost of the certi-
fication cards/wall certificates. They range from $24.95- $74.95. Frankly 
the $44.95 for both CPR/BFA would suffice.   

    http://www.firstaidweb.com/index.php 

 
Whether your congregation has 600 members or 16 members, we are called to insure the safety of all 
DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
two year olds, or twelve year olds, that your church is not vulnerable. In the world we live in sin happens, 
and the more the Church is prepared to respond, and help our brothers and sisters when addressing these 
types of challenges, the better we can minister and witness to our communities. Should your congregation 
or cluster need assistance, please call upon me at parkway11@juno.com . 
 



Summer Camp 2011    
 

Intro Camp for 1st and 2nd graders will be 
held MAY 13,14, and 15, 2011 .   
Camp Agape and Wrangler Camp will be held 
June 12 through 18, 2011 .   
In addition to Wrangler Camp we are offering 
Adventure Camp for Senior Highs during this 
week.   
Full information will be available at the February 
Presbytery meeting when registration will begin. 

Birthdays           

5 Presbytery Meeting to 

Vote on GA Amend-

ments 1:00 p.m. 

9 2nd Annual Womenôs 

Retreat  Chinese Presby-

terian Church 

16 BR Cluster Training @ 

First Mission Zachary 

17  Palm Sunday 

21 Maundy Thursday PSL 

Office  closes at noon. 

22 Good Friday PSL Office  

closed 

22 Earth Day 

24 Easter Sunday 

5 The Rev. Sheldon Seibel 

8 The Rev. Jimmy Broussard 

19 The Rev. Dr. Claire Vonk Brooks 

19  The Rev. Jean Marie Peacock 

21 The Rev. Patti Snyder 

22 The Rev. Dr. John Carroll 

24 The Rev. Gary Eldridge 

24 The Rev.  Goerge Hooper 

26 The Rev.  Betsy Irvine 

26 The Rev. Gary Krajewski 
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mark your calendar: 

First Presbyterian Church 

Zachary 

 Commissioning 

May 1, 2011, 4:00 p.m. 

Presbytery Meetings: 
 

June 7, 2011,  

St. Charles Ave. PC 

 

October 15, 2011 

 Highland PC 

Louisiana Presbyterian Cursillo 

June 23-26, 2011 

Earth Day 

April 22  


