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Joining Christ in the world, the Presbytery of South Louisiana strengthens congregations, 

 empowers leaders, and impacts communities. 

 See pages 10-11 for more on the PDA response to the April Storms 
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Birthdays           
1 The Rev. Robert L. Weath-

ersby 

3 The Rev. Dr. W. Edmund 'Ed' 

Carver 

5 The Rev. William J. 'Bill' 

Brown 

6 The Rev. R. Rhodes Stipp 

21 The Rev. William H. 'Will' 

Mackintosh 

21 The Rev. Jennie Thomas 

23 Mr. Erich D. Mansell  

Calendar     
1 Installation of Zachary 

Church 

5 National Day of Prayer 

8 Motherôs Day 
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30  Memorial Day  
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mark your calendar: 

Summer Camp 2011    
 

Intro Camp for 1st and 2nd graders will be 
held MAY 13,14, and 15, 2011.   
Camp Agape and Wrangler Camp will be held June 
12 through 18, 2011.   
In addition to Wrangler Camp we are offering Ad-
venture Camp for Senior Highs during this week.   
Full information will be available at the February 
Presbytery meeting when registration will begin. 

Presbytery Meetings: 
 

June 7, 2011,  

St. Charles Ave. PC 

 

October 15, 2011 

 Highland PC 

Louisiana Presbyterian Cursillo 

June 23-26, 2011 



When I first volunteered to write 

an article for the Leadership Let-

ter, it sounded like a wonderful 

opportunity. Then I asked my-

self: What am I going to say ex-

actly? I decided to simply share 

my own experiences and 

thoughts and how they have 

shaped my faith. 

 

I am currently serving at First 

Presbyterian Church in New Or-

leans as the Interim Pastor and 

serving on the COM.  This is my 

first time to serve as an Interim 

and my first time to serve on the 

COM.   

 

My journey of faith has taken me 

to many places; from a little riv-

er town in southern Ohio to Flor-

ida where I attended college and 

grad school, later serving as a 

Pastor and Director working 

with farm workers and the rural 

poor as well as Hospice.  I have 

worked in prison, campus, small 

churches, and urban ministry in 

Missouri and Oklahoma. I 

worked in Ohioôs Miami Valley 

Presbytery building ministries 

with Hispanics and immigrants 

while assisting in redevelopment 

and grant writing for churches 

throughout the Presbytery. 

I am privileged to be serving the 

South Louisiana Presbytery. This 

Presbytery has experienced dev-

astation from hurricanes, oil 

spill, turbulent storms of unrest 

and the heavy burdens of unem-

ployment or underemployment.  

All have suffered the loss of 

loved ones, property, and posi-

tions while dealing with great 

economic distress. 

 

Many of Godôs people cry out 

the old spiritual ñNobody knows 

the trouble Iôve seen.ò  Hasnôt 

the church often grown more in 

times of deep distress then in 

prosperity?   God knows and 

calls his people to reach out and 

walk through the valleys togeth-

er.  So many people are ñun-

churched.ò Doesnôt that mean 

that we have a responsibility and 

an opportunity to proclaim the 

good news to people who are 

hurting and drowning?  

 

In the midst of these storms, we 

know that we have a God who is 

with us through it all. One of my 

favorite psalms is Psalm 46, 

Martin Lutherôs psalm: ñGod is 

our refuge and strength, a very 

present help in times of trouble.ò 

On Maundy Thursday, we cele-

brated a Seder Meal, commun-

ion, potluck , and Tenebrae ser-

vice.  When I looked around, 

there were young people, older 

people, and people from many 

racial, ethnic, economic and cul-

tural backgrounds.  I saw a 

glimpse of the kingdom of God.  

And yet there was still plenty of 

room for others to come to the 

table with us.  In Louisiana, I see 

the rich cultural diversity as a 

great opportunity.  As Matthew 

says, ñGo therefore and make 

disciples of all nations/ all peo-

ple.  The vast majority are not in 

our churches.  Why not?  Arenôt 

we called to make disciples of all 

nations?ñ (Matthew 28:19) 

 

This past Easter Sunday, we pro-

claimed Christ is risen. Why 

then do we as a church live too 

often as a defeated church? Did 

not Christ defeat all sin, pain, 

being victorious even over death 

itself ? My prayer is that we will 

live as a church while having 

been tried and tested, are now 

ready and vigilant to reach out 

deep in our neighborhoods and 

communities. Why are we look-

ing for Christ among the dead, 

afraid to proclaim the Good 

News?  For He is risen, in-

deed. ( Cristo ha resucitado, 

de verdad. ) 

 

Rev. Jayne L. Ruiz 



Spring has arrived and the signs of 

Godôs presence are all around, espe-

cially in the lives and work of the 

Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs) 

serving among us. First, we would 

like to say a big THANK YOU to 

Faith Presbyterian Church in Harvey 

and all those who attended our Trivia 

Night Fundraiser. The competition 

was fierce but the fellowship was 

rich, and it is through the generous 

support of our presbytery members 

that the YAV Program is able to in-

vite young adults into opportunities 

of service and ministry.  

 

Iôd like to take this time to brag, I 

mean, highlight just a few of the 

amazing ways the YAVs have been 

engaged in our presbytery. Katie 

Turpen attended the last presbytery 

meeting and found her voice in 

speaking from her heart. Maegen 

Norman led a four-week Bible study 

with the women of Metairie Ridge 

Presbyterian Church on Max Luca-

doôs Outlive Your Life. Tasha Nick-

ler and Lauren Rampy continue to 

welcome and host volunteers of Pro-

ject Homecoming, including folks 

from the Presbyterian Health Educa-

tion and Welfare Association. Emma 

Wood helped organize Chinese Pres-

byterian Churchôs annual Chinese 

New Year Celebration and the Easter 

Egg Hunt. Last but not least, we want 

to recognize Evan Ponder and his 

role at First Presbyterian Church of 

Bayou Blue for his advocacy and 

education work that is an integral 

part of their conservation efforts.    

 

Our Spring Retreat was a blessed 

weekend of sunshine, azaleas and, 

not to mention, spiritual and voca-

tional discernment. Rev. Janet Saly-

er, a spiritual director who works 

closely with the YAV Program, 

helped us sort through the cacophony 

of voices we hear when it comes to 

answering the daunting questions of, 

ñSo, what are you doing after all of 

this is over?ò and ñWhat is God call-

ing you to do with your life?ò. We 

ask for your continued prayers as we 

continue to live out of love and ser-

vice and that our paths may be illu-

minated with each step we take in 

full faith in our living God and Crea-

tor.  

 

Peace be with you, 

Kathy Lee 

 

Site Coordinator, YAV Program 
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 Benjamin is whistling 
as he arrives in the PSL Op-
erating Funds Account.  He is 
energized by the celebration 
of the Special Projects contri-
butions.  Iôm a Shared Mis-
sion contribution that is stay-
ing in PSL, he tells himself, 
and that too is something 
special. 
 Benjamin does a dou-
ble take.  He sees some of 
his old Per Capita buddies 
who are already in the Oper-
ating Fund.  It is a grand re-
union.  After all the old stories 
and reminisces, the realiza-
tion sets in ï PSL Per Capita 
and PSL Shared 
Mission are the 
source of Operat-
ing Funds for the 
Presbytery. Once 
they arrive in the 
Operating Fund 
t h e y  a r e 
comingled and 
share the common 
task of funding the 
operations of the 
Presbytery of South Louisi-
ana.  Interesting, Benjamin 
observes, administration and 
mission is not always clear, 
and in a sense, all that the 
presbytery does is the mis-
sion of the church (or else it 
wouldnôt be done at all).  This 
really is a partnership. 
 Benjamin takes a 
deep breath as he surveys all 
the funding jobs Operating 
Funds must support.  He feels 
dwarfed by the magnitude, 
but reassures himself with the 
knowledge that he is not 
alone.  A quick tally of the 
number of his cousins present 
raises a question:  Are there 
enough of us?  Before he can 
answer this deep question, he 
hears the call to assemble for 
assignments. 

 ñOkay, Benjamins, 
letôs start with volunteers.ò  
The announcement seems 
impersonal coming from a 
loud speaker.  ñLocations will 
be New Orleans, Baton 
Rouge, Lafayette, Hammond, 
and Lake Charles.  An inter-
est in young people would be 
good, but not necessary.  
Who wants to get to work to-
day?ò 
 Where in the Treasury 
is Benjamin?  Not too hard to 
figure this one.  Benjamin is 
considering becoming funding 
for Campus Ministries.  This 
is one of PSLôs support minis-

tries, one that is 
customized to 
South Louisiana.  
Churches close to 
the campuses con-
tribute significantly 
to this important 
mission work and 
PSL sets a priority 
on funding its 
share. 
 B e n j a m i n 

thinks about which campus 
he would like to help fund.  
He knows he will be joined by 
other sources of financial sup-
port at those campuses.  Be-
fore Benjamin can decide 
several of his cousins rush to 
accounts payable to become 
checks for campus ministries.  
Any one of those would have 
been a great mission to help 
fund, Benjamin reminisces.  
Too bad Iôm too late for this 
year, but Iôll find something 
else just as important, he as-
sures himself. 
 So, what other assign-

ments are there for Benja-

min?  You guessed it, you 

have to come back next 

month to find out. 

WHERE IN THE TREASURY IS  

BENJAMIN?  

(Episode 5) 

REPORT FROM A 

 ñPartner in Christôs Serviceò 

 

ñCalled as partners in  

Christôs service, 

Called to ministries of grace, . . .ò 
  

Ministry to students at McNeese State 

University through Presbyterian Campus 

Fellowship (PCF) at St. Andrew Presby-

terian Church in Lake Charles is active 

and expanding.  Here are some of the 

highlights from a report by Nanette Gag-

ney, CLP, one of our dedicated partnerôs 

working in Christôs service in Lake 

Charles. 

 The base and fastest growing PCF 

program is Monday evening Bible Study 

with 15 regular attendees.  PCF partici-

pates in campus wide activities including 

an award winning information display 

box, adopting a dorm, Howdy Rowdy 

Day, International Day Gathering, and 

Midnight Breakfast.  PCF distributes bro-

chures and giveaways to promote PCF 

and its ministry, and we all saw the blue T

-shirts at Presbytery in February. 

 The hallmark of PCF is when a 

need is recognized the response is crea-

tive ï for example: 

 Need:  Study for semester exams.  

Response:  Host a study hall, but not just 

any study hall, one where a meal is 

served, child care is provided, and faculty 

and graduate students are present to pro-

vide tutoring. 

 Need:  McNeese State University 

closes for Thanksgiving, including cafete-

ria and food service.  Response:  Provide 

Thanksgiving dinner for students unable 

to go home during the short break, espe-

cially international students. 

 Need:  Disaster relief.  Response:  

15 members of PCF spent a day working 

at Friend Ships Ministry packing disaster 

relief supplies.  A Friend Ships ship re-

cently departed with supplies for Japan. 

 This is our mission dollars at work 

in the world where we join Christ. 

More from our ñPartners in Christôs 

Serviceò 

as their reports arrive. 


