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YAVS 1,6,7 

Your Young Adult Volunteers are hard at worké 
 

Evan Ponder, one of the current YAVs is featured in the article below, from www.wwltv.com   Evan is working 

with First Presbyterian Church of Bayou Blue in Grey. Heôs also working as one of the wetland advocates for 

PCUSA.  PSL is very blessed to have young people like Evan and all of the YAVS working on our behalf on a 

daily basis. 

 

ISLAND CHILDREN MAY BE LAST GENERATION 

Credit: Lauren Thompson / Houma 

Courier 

Isle de Jean Charles residents 

Keyondre Authement (left),10, and 

Reggie Parfait, 8, skip rocks into the 

disappearing marsh lands of their 

community Wednesday afternoon. 

ISLE DE JEAN CHARLES ð 

With water as far as the eye can 

see in most directions, the threat of 

coastal erosion is obvious on the 

small island community of Isle de 

Jean Charles.  

However, not all of its inhabitants 

may be aware that their home is 

disappearing. 

Drivers on Island Road from 

Pointe-aux-Chenes to Isle de Jean 

Charles are often greeted by the 

sight of bare barefoot children fish-

ing, riding bikes and playing.   

They may be the last children to 

grow up on the island, which has 

been home to American Indian 

families for generations. 

Nine children attended an informal 

class Wednesday afternoon pre-

sented by Communities on the 

Horizon and New Orleans-based 

Cottage Films. 

(cont. page 6) 
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 In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit 
We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, 
Minister -Members, Christian Educators and other Church Professionals; 
We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them 
to   each other as well as to the larger Church, and 

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.  

 All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God. 
 
THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH: 

 The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the sal-
vation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the 
children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the 
truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the King-
dom of Heaven to the world. (Book of Order G-1.0200)  

News from the  

Committee on the 

Preparation for  

Ministry...  
 

Jamie White, an elder from First Pres-

byterian, DeRidder, has been accepted 

into the Commissioned Lay Pastor 

program. Jamie will be taking his 

coursework through the online CLP 

program at Dubuque Seminary.  Jamie 

works full time (6 days a week) as a 

Sales Representative at Alford Motors 

a GMC, Chevy, Buick store. Jamie 

states that he ñwas always impressed 

with the true love and compassion 

most ministers shared with their con-

gregations and how they conveyed 

that love in their actions and ser-

mons.ò Jamie is energetic and joyful 

in his pursuit ñto become a Disciple of 

God and minister to the needs of His 

People.ò   

Allie Utley, a member of Metairie 

Ridge, is a new Inquirer for minister 

of the Word and Sacrament. Allie re-

cently completed her first year of 

study at Austin Seminary. She is ac-

tive in a church there and describes it 

as welcoming, diverse, and growing. 

Allie came to New Orleans to serve as 

a Young Adult Volunteer. She worked 

in 3 sites: Metairie Ridge church, 

Ochsner Medical Center, and for the 

PSL as the Hunger Action Ena-

bler.  Allie earned her undergraduate 

degree in Music Performance from 

Appalachian State University and re-

ceived a Master's degree in Music 

Theory from Ohio State University. 

Allie is considering the call to be a 

chaplain, an idea that took root during 

her work at Ochsner Hospital.  Jennie 

Thomas, her supervisor at Ochsner's 

stated, "Through her work and pray-

ers, Allie brought comfort and support 

to many children and families at a 

very difficult time.  Music is a particu-

lar gift of Allie's and the movement of 

the Spirit shines through this gift." 

 

At it's June meeting, the Presbytery of 

South Louisiana voted to enroll Am-

ber Ellington as a Candidate for the 

ministry of the Word and Sacrament. 

Amber is a member of St. Andrew 

church in Lake Charles and is entering 

her final year of study at McCormick 

S e m i n a r y .    

Amber has served the church locally - 

leading Bible Studies, preaching, com-

mittee work at St. Andrew; nationally 

- as a Youth Advisory Delegate to the 

218th General Assembly and a Theo-

logical Student Advisory Delegate to 

the 219th G.A.; and internationally - 

working on mission projects in Jamai-

ca and India.  Amber currently serves 

on the McCormick Board of Trus-

tees.  In seminary, Amber has contin-

ued to discern her call to ministry by 

seeking opportunities and challenges 

that stretch her understanding of God 

and God's call to her life.  She chose 

McCormick for its strong emphasis on 

social justice and her call to parish 

ministry has been strengthened by her 

studies and experiences. In all that she 

does ï academics, extracurricular ac-

tivities, church work, and service to 

others ï Amber demonstrates her de-

votion to God.   

mission statement 



. 

 

A SPECIAL REPORT FROM 

ñPartners in Christôs Serviceò 
 

ñCalled as partners in Christôs service, 

Called to ministries of grace, . . .ò 

 
 A screaming siren heralds the arrival of a school bus 

decorated with ñCuba, Si!ò ñUSA, Si!ò  ñBlockade, No!ò 

ñPastors for Peace,ò and other slogans.  The doors pop open 

and out pour 50 children and 15 adults from several Cuban 

Churches.  They stream into the Union de Reyes Church and 

are joyously greeted by the 25 children and 20 adults from 

nearby churches already there.  The children are from the 

Cuban Council of Churches and present a program of song, 

dance, music, puppetry, and pantomime. 

  

Salsa music fills the night air.  Ceiling fans and a slight 

breeze blowing through open windows cool the dancing cou-

ples.  Adults and children fill the sidelines and clap to the 

music.  The dancers take a break and the harmonica player 

takes over the dance floor, after two numbers he breaks into 

song and leads everyone in multiple verses of 

ñGuantanamero.ò   This evening of joint fellowship between 

El Fuerte and Juan G. Hall churches in Cardenas began with a 

devotional, followed by two activities for children and 

hymns.  Guests of honor this evening are the 2011 Cuba Mis-

sion Trip delegates. 

  

Every congregation and fellowship visited have the same ini-

tial concern:  ñHow bad is the flood?  What can we do to 

help?  Our prayers are with you.ò  They think of others before 

they think of themselves.  This is also evident within the 

churches.  Every church actively visits the sick and elderly 

and cares for them.  Pastors, churches, and members network 

and support one another.  It is the Cuban way. 

  

These are snap shots of the active church life of the Presby-

terian Reformed Church in Cuba (PRCC).  Church member-

ship is growing, Sunday School enrollment is growing even 

faster, multiple Mission Churches are flourishing, rural 

churches are constructing new buildings or expanding exist-

ing buildings.  Church members read the Bible and hunger 

for interpretation.  They understand Salvation and are eager 

to learn more of Jesus Christ and His teachings. 

  

What is the down side?  Of course the country is stuck in the 

late 1950s and the economy is poor.  Itôs been like that for 

years.  The devastating down side is the Presbyterian Pastor-

ate is aging and retiring.  The Ecumenical Seminary in Ma-

tanzas has a good enrollment, but many are from other Latin 

countries.  Retired Pastors serve multiple pulpits.  Seminary 

students fill pulpits even though they will not remain in Cuba 

after graduation. 

  

What is the need?  Sure scarce materials and money for emer-

gency situations are welcome.   However, the deep need is for 

spiritual support.  With growing congregations and shrinking 

leadership the PRCC is reaching out for prayers, shared Bible 

study, exchange of devotional and meditation materials, and 

small group to small group communication. 

  

The Presbytery of South Louisiana and the Matanzas Presby-

tery in Cuba have reaffirmed their partnership ï a partnership 

of shared participation.  Church to church partnerships, both 

new and existing, are the opportunity to enhance small group 

and one-to-one communication.  And consider this for econo-

my of scale ï one small group in the USA can communicate 

with 3 or 4 different small groups in Cuba. 

 

This is your call to join 

 ñPartners in Christôs Serviceò 


