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Get to know the Presbyterian Church: 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the 

Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 

God comes to us in free and undeserved favor in the person of Jesus Christ 

who lived, died, and rose for us that we might belong to God and serve 

Christ in the world. Following Jesus, Presbyterians are engaged in the world 

and in seeking thoughtful solutions to the challenges of our time. 

Presbyterians affirm that God comes to us with grace and love in the person 

of Jesus Christ, who lived, died, and rose for us so that we might have 

eternal and abundant life in him. As Christ’s disciples, called to ministry in 

his name, we seek to continue his mission of teaching the truth, feeding the 

hungry, healing the broken, and welcoming strangers. God sends the Holy 

Spirit to dwell within us, giving us the energy, intelligence, imagination, and 

love to be Christ’s faithful disciples in the world. 

More than two million people call the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) their 

spiritual home. Worshiping in 10,000 Presbyterian congregations 

throughout the United States, they engage the communities in which they 

live and serve with God’s love. 

LeadershipLetter 

From the PCUSA website: www.pcusa.org 
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Joining Christ in the world, the Presbytery of South Louisiana strengthens congregations, empowers leaders, and impacts communities. 



“Called as partners in Christ’s service, 

Called to ministries of grace, . . .” 

 

 “What is the Treasurer doing working on Mission 

programs?”  This is an honest question, and deserves an 

honest answer. 

 I am motivated by Mission. 

 And, this is my personal point of view.  Finances 

provide the basis for Mission.  If finances are unstable, 

Mission is weak, it “sputters.”  Stable finances allow a firm 

foundation for Mission.  Dynamic and growing finances 

provide a springboard to launch Mission. 

 Normally, I only write and edit these articles 

(because there is no one else available to do it), but this 

month I am stepping out from behind the scenes and telling 

my own story.  I have a doctorate in Business Administra-

tion and a broad variety of experience extending from aero-

space to universities, to hospitals, to oil & gas exploration, 

even including a government board.  Even though retired I 

still have a fair grasp of financial matters and decent ad-

ministrative skills. 

 I was ordained as a Ruling Elder in 1967 (yes, that 

ordination is back).  However, my church work began in 

1951 with the God and Country Award in Boy Scouts.  My  

 

first pulpit supply was in 1958.  Also in 1958 I participated 

in my first mission project in Juarez, Mexico.  That same 

year found me teaching 4th Grade Sunday School.  

 The opportunity to serve another term on the Ses-

sion of a church and as Treasurer of Presbytery is merely 

an extension of my life-long work.  Most recently, I was 

able to resume international mission work by joining the 

2011 PSL Cuba Mission Trip.  And at all levels, local, 

Presbytery, international, I find opportunities for Mission 

because I do not limit my participation in Christ’s work to 

just the duty to which I am assigned. 

 I originally titled these articles “From the Front 

Line” using the theme of “Onward Christian Soldiers.”  It 

was pointed out to me that some might take that as mili-

tant, so the current theme was adopted.  I still feel like a 

Christian Soldier though, defending the faith and making 

sorties to the front lines to advance the work of the body of 

Christ.  However, I do see that being a partner in Christ’s 

Service is just as descriptive of the opportunity and chal-

lenges.  It is my duty to find the motivation and means to 

accomplish the job – to be an active, rather than a silent, 

partner.  So . . . 

 It is an honor to be a partner in Christ’s Service. 

 

More from other “Partners in Christ’s Service” 

as their reports arrive. 
 

          mission statement    
 In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit 
We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, 
Minister-Members, Christian Educators and other Church Professionals; 
We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to   
each other as well as to the larger Church, and 

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery. 
 All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God. 
 
THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH: 
 The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation 
of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; 
the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion 
of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world. 
(Book of Order G-1.0200) 

REPORT FROM A  

“Partner in Christ’s Service” 



Hello, my name is Katie Turpen and I am finishing up my 

year as a YAV with the Presbytery of South Louisiana. 

Since last August, I have been working at First Presbyterian 

Church in New Orleans and Faith Presbyterian Church in 

Harvey. As I reflect on my year, I am flooded with a variety 

of emotions. I remember when I arrived here months ago,  I 

was scared and uncertain of what would come my way. I 

can honestly tell you that this year has transformed me into 

a better human being. I have crawled out of my comfort 

zone and feel more confident in leading and communicating 

with others. I have met many loving, wonderful people who 

have supported me along the way. In working with the 

homeless program at First Pres, I have been able to hear 

first hand the painful stories from the people on the mar-

gins.  In helping these people with job/housing assistance and typing up resumes for them, I have discovered how 

my own skills can meet their needs where they are. 

 I also was blessed to do many different types of service projects with the YAVs throughout the city. We 

propagated plants with Bayou Rebirth, cleaned and helped serve meals at New Orleans Mission, sorted through re-

cycled beads at The Arc, visited a nursing home, and even worked on fixing up a house. I am thankful for these op-

portunities because I was able to come in to contact with people of all ages, backgrounds, and walks of life, and 

learn about real issues that exist in this city and beyond. Additionally, I have been humbled to lead a simple life-

style, recognizing God’s voice in my life as to what is of true importance. 

 This August, I will be returning home to Birmingham, Alabama to figure out my next step. My year as a 

YAV has impacted the direction my future is taking, and I 

know that service will be an integral part of whatever I do. I 

have learned that Mission is partnership,personal relation-

ships, and recognizing the Belovedness in one another. I 

think this city captures that spirit well.  I can proudly say 

that God has called me to where I needed to be this year 

even if it wasn’t necessarily  what I expected. I am thankful 

for the Presbytery of South Louisiana and the warm way 

they have welcomed me into their lives. This place and its 

people will still with me long after I leave. “I will sing to 

the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me.” Psalm 

13:6. Thank you! 
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Birthdays           

Calendar     

WHERE IN THE  

TREASURY IS  

BENJAMIN?  
(Episode 8) 14 The Rev. Dr. Bob Stalcup 

19 The Rev. Chip Blackshear 

27 The Rev. Dr. Jim Sawyer 

28 The Rev. Clint Mitchell 

13 PW Fall Rally @  FPC Hammond 

14 Faith PC Baton Rouge  

10 year Anniversary Celebration 

20 PW Fall Rally @ Baker PC 

27 PW Fall Rally @ FPC Welsh 

  

While waiting patiently 

for his call to duty Ben-

jamin, our heroic $100 

bill, hears papers rustling 

nearby.  He nonchalantly 

saunters over. 

 

Benjamin’s eyes flash 

wide open.  In the stacks 

of paper he recognizes 

some of the words on the 

pagers.  Words like:  in-

surance, telephone, elec-

tric, water and sewer, 

accounting service, legal 

and professional, office 

supplies, and mainte-

nance.  He realizes these 

are bills, invoices, 

vouchers, and check re-

quests. 

 Where in the 

Treasury is Benja-

min?  Pretty easy to 

figure out Benjamin 

is viewing Adminis-

trative Expense.  The-

se are the day to day 

expenses of operating a 

business office.  This is 

the part of the PSL 

Budget that PSL Per 

Capita is supposed to 

fund. 

 Our Benjamin 

steps aside as the PSL 

Per Capita Benjamins 

line up to be assigned a 

particular expense to 

fund and then report to 

accounts payable to be 

transformed into a check 

to pay that bill.  At first 

he is sad that his reunion 

with them has been cut 

short, but he soon realiz-

es they are each happy 

and proud to be fulfilling 

the duty for which they 

were sent. 

 Jay approaches 

Benjamin as he is watch-

ing daily operating ex-

penses being paid.  (You 

remember Jay, the head 

of accounting services, 

don’t you?)  “I see you 

are still around,” Jay 

says. 

 “Yep,” Benjamin 

replies.  “I haven’t 

seemed to find the right 

spot for me yet.  I don’t 

mind hanging around in 

the Operating Fund, but 

I’d really like to be put 

to work.” 

 “I understand.”  

Jay rubs his chin think-

ing.  “I’ve got just the 

spot for you while you 

are waiting to be chosen 

for duty.  It is peaceful 

and quiet.  You’ll get 

some rest there, but 

you’ll still be doing 

something useful.  It is 

the Operating Reserve 

Fund.  Come with me.” 

 What is that Ben-

jamin wonders as he 

obediently follows Jay’s 

directive and reports to 

his designated place. 

 (Fade to black – 

what will Benjamin dis-

cover in this new and 

unknown place?) 

Save the Date     

Sept. 15 COM Meeting 

Sept. 20 Council Retreat 

Oct. 14-16 PW Fall Retreat 

Oct. 15 Presbytery 

Meeting @ 

Highland PC  

Oct. 22-

Nov. 11 

Tom Bandy  

Visit 





HIGHLAND AND CENTRAL MATANZAS 

 RENEW PARTNERSHIP 

PICTURE CAPTIONS: 

Highland Renews Partnership with 

Central Matanzas Church, Matanzas, 

Cuba – June 26, 2011 

 

Central Matanzas Renews Partnership 

with Highland Presbyterian, Baton Rouge 

– July 3, 2011 

 

On May 17, 2011, the Session of Highland Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge, upon recommendation of the 

Outreach Team, charged Elder Dr. Tom 

Tucker to carry the wishes of Highland 

to Central Matanzas Church, Matanzas, 

Cuba, that  the long standing 

partnership between the two churches 

be renewed and continued.  Dr. Tucker 

met with the Rev. Dr. Carlos Camps, 

pastor of Central Matanzas, on May 20 

at the Matanzas Presbytery.  That same 

evening, Rev. Camps called a meeting 

of the Session of Central Matanzas at 

which they approved renewal of the 

partnership.  Rev. Camps presented Dr. 

Tucker with a letter to carry to 

Highland affirming the action of the 

Central Matanzas Session. 

  

On June 21, 2011, the Session of 

Highland, upon recommendation of the Outreach Team, approved renewal of their partnership with Central 

Matanzas.  Dr. Tucker preached at Highland on June 26 on “The PRCC Today.”  At the conclusion of the 

service, the Rev. Dr. Jim Rollins, pastor of Highland, asked those of the congregation who wished to 

participate in the partnership with Central Matanzas to please rise.  The congregation rose as a body 

signifying unanimous approval.  These actions were communicated to Rev. Camps in Matanzas by e-mail. 

  

One July 3, Rev. Camps preached at a Holy Communion Service at Central Matanzas Church.  At the 

conclusion of that service he reported on the 

actions of Highland Presbyterian Church, and 

asked those of his congregation who wished to 

participate in the partnership to please stand.  

The congregation rose as a body also signifying 

unanimous approval. 

 

 



 

Presbyterian Women of South Louisiana 
2011 Fall Rallies 

 

Dates:   August 13 – Hammond, First Presbyterian Church of Hammond 
  August 20 – Baker, Baker Presbyterian Church 
  August 27 – Welsh, First Presbyterian Church of Welsh 
                                          

Registration: 8:30 - 9:30   Cost:  $12.00 (includes lunch)   
      Make check payable to Presbyterian Women 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Opening  9:30 – 10:00  Devotional, Lighting Candle, Welcome 
 
Session 1:  10:00 – 11:00 Presbyterian Women: Our Roles/Our Missions  
      

Break: 11:00 – 11:15 
 
Session 2:   11:15 – 12:15 2011-2012  Horizon Bible Study Overview  
            Confessing the Beatitudes   
         Author: Margaret Aymer 
       

Lunch:  12:15- 1:00 

 
Session 3:  1:00 – 2:00  Closing Devotional/ Communion  

A Time for Remembrances * 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

 
*Note:  This year, we are continuing to hold a “Time for Remembrances” to honor our sisters who have 
joined the Church Triumphant since our last Fall Rallies.  If you have a  Presbyterian Woman from 
your church  that you would like to have honored, please complete and return the attached 
“Remembrance Form” to Edith Slaton, 601 N. General Pershing, Hammond, LA 70401, by August 5, 
2011. 
 

Mission offering will be taken for the Presbyterian Disaster Relief 
Evergreen Ministries is very pleased that this year we were focusing on their program and the local  



Registration Form 

 
Please mail registration form and check for lunch ($12.00 – made out to Presbyterian Women of South Louisiana) to the 
contact person indicated for the Rally date/location you plan to attend.   
Registration form should be mailed in time to be received by the Tuesday prior to the rally. 

 
August 13 – First Presbyterian Church; 103 North Pine Street; Hammond, LA 70401     (985-345-1543)  

 Registration to: Edith Slaton; 601 N. Gen. Pershing St.; Hammond, LA 70401  (986-345-1476) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

August 20 – Baker Presbyterian Church; 3015 Groom Road; Baker, LA 70714  (225-775-0866) 

 Registration to: Baker Presbyterian Church ï Attention: Martha Brallier ;  
     3015 Groom Road; Baker, LA 70714    (225-774-6697) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   
August 27 First Presbyterian Church; 305 West Hudspeth Street; Welsh, LA 70591 (337-734-3212) 

  Registration to: Mary Gaudin   P. O. Box 186; Welsh, LA 70591  (337-734-2893) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

 
 
 

Name               
 
 
 
 
Address              
 
 
 
 
City, State  Zip            
 
 
 
 
Church               
 
 
 
 
Email                
 
 
 
Telephone: 
 Home            
 
 
 Cell Phone           

 
 

 



Remembrance Form 
2010-2011 

 
 
During the closing worship service at our Fall Rallies, we will be celebrating the memory of women from our 
churches who, during the past year, have joined the Church Triumphant.  Each name will be listed in the bulletin 
for the closing service at each of our Fall Rallies.   Please complete a form for each person to be remembered.  
 
 Information must be received by August 1, 2011 to be included in this yearôs program. 
 
Send form to :  Edith A. Slaton 
   601 North General Pershing 
   Hammond, LA 70401 
 

 

Name of person:               

Church:              

 

Office(s) held in Presbyterian Women and Church (if any): 

               

               

             

 

Comments:  

(If you want to share any particular remembrances, years of church involvement, dates, etc.) 

               

               

               

            

 

Spouse or Family member  

(This person will receive a card noting that his or her loved one is to be remembered at our Fall Rallies.) 

 Name/relationship              

 Address             

               

 

 

Person submitting this form:    

(Name)               

(Address)              

               



Please Keep In Your Prayers: 

The Family of Bill Orr. Bill was an elder at Metairie Ridge. He lost his 

fight with Cancer in early July. 

The Victims and their families of the tragic Norway terror attacks. 

For all those suffering from extreme heat and drought across the country 

For all the students returning to school, may they have a successful 2011-

2012 year. 

 

 

 


