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Church leaders call for prayer anc
support following Hurricane Irene

In this issue: August 31,2011

Louisville
Benjamin Serial 9 Cynthia Bolbach, Moderator of the 219th General Assembly (2010), Gradye
Parsons, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, and Linda Valentine,
Bible Verse 3 Executive Director of the General Assembly Mission Council, today

released a call to prayer for all those impacted by Hurricane Irene:
Birthdays 4
The strong winds and heavy rain of Hurricane Irene left a trail of devastation
Calendar 4 along the eastern seaboard from North Carolina to southern New
England. While the immediate level of damage from Hurricane Irene did
not meet that which was feared or predicted, the storm continues to wreak
COM 5 havoc by causing significant flash flooding. Thousands of families are still
First PC New Orleans 7 without power. The full extent of the storm and its damages will continue
to unfold in the days and weeks ahead.

Hurricane Irene Update 4 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has been in been in contact with
mid-councils (presbyteries) along the East Coast as communities begin to
assess hurricane-related damage. Four teams of PDA National Response
Partner in Christ 3 Team (NRT) members were positioned prior to Irene making landfall to
help support presbyteries in carrying out their disaster recovery plans, to
help connect them with broader response efforts, and to help with spiritual
and emotional care.

PCUSA—Hurricane 1

Irene

Prayer Request 10 Assessments are still in the early stages, and the amount of damage seems to
vary widely from place to place. Assessments include emerging needs that

Westminster Church 8 have been identified, the ability of the community to respond, and the
availability of resources.

YAVs 6

Continued on page 2...



Hurricane Irene continued ...

Christ by the Sea Presbyterian Church in New York City Presby-
tery has lost its roof. Newton Presbytery (New Jersey) has identi-
fied at least six churches and one manse with significant flood
damage (one with boilers under water). They are continuing to
contact congregations to determine needs. PDA is waiting to re-
ceive reports from other presbyteries that were in the path of Hurri-
cane Irene.

While we wait further assessment, gifts and prayers are needed in
response. Laurie Kraus, pastor of Riviera Presbyterian Church in
Miami, Florida, and a member of the National Response Team for
PDA, has prepared a prayer for this time. Please join us in pray-
ing:

God of our life, whose presence sustains us in every circumstance,

in the aftermath of storm and distress, we welcome the restoring
power of your love and compassion. We open our hearts in sorrow,
gratitude, and hope: that those who have been spared nature’s fury
as well as those whose lives are changed forever by ravages of
wind and water may find solace, sustenance, and strength in the
days of recovery and reflection that come.

We are thankful for the generous grace of days of preparation; for
the wise counsel of experts and the generous collaboration of so
many communities, that in the face of the storm kept many out of
harm’s way, and lessened the effects of wind and water on oth-
ers. We are grateful that dire predictions did not result in the
worst case scenario for all, yet still served to support our best ef-

(Book of Order G-1.0200)

In the service of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit
We will promote the spiritual, mental & physical health of our congregations, Min-
ister-Members, Christian Educators and other Church Professionals;

We will help our congregations to carry out their missions and connect them to
each other as well as to the larger Church, and

We will coordinate and execute those ministries specific to the Presbytery.

All that we do is dedicated to the Glory of God.

forts at preparation and immediate relief.

At the same time, we open ourselves to the stories of those for
whom Hurricane Irene was not a near miss: communities deeply
affected, whose livelihood, homes and stability have been de-
stroyed. We pray in grief, remembering the lives that have been
lost in the Bahamas and here in the United States. We lift our
voices in sorrow and compassion for families who have lost loved
ones, homes, or livelihood.

We ask for sustaining courage for those who are suffering; wisdom
and diligence among agencies and individuals assessing damage
and directing relief efforts; and for generosity to flow as powerful-
ly as rivers and streams, as we, your people, respond to the deep
human needs beginning to emerge in the wake of the storm.

In these days of relief, assessment and response, open our eyes,
our hearts, and our hands to the needs of your children and the
movements of your Spirit, who flows in us like the river whose
streams makes glad the city of God, and the hearts of all who dwell
in it, and in You.

In the name of Christ the Healer we pray,
Amen.

For more information on the PDA response, and
support it, visit www.pcusa.org/pda.

THE GREAT ENDS OF THE CHURCH:

The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation
of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;
the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of
social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.



http://www.pcusa.org/pda

Matthew 28:19-20 "

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
"teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

Amen.

REPORT FROM A
“Partner in Christ’s Service”
“Called as partners in Christ s service,
Called to ministries of grace, . ..”

While waiting for another Partner Report to come it, I thought about an article with the
subtitle “The Three Faces of PSL,” or maybe “The Three Bodies of PSL.” Then it occurred to
me, just write the article and forget the subtitle.

The Presbytery of South Louisiana is part of the Body of Christ, The Church. This is
who we are and why we exist. It is how we are seen by the public, our “face” to the public.
As part of the Body of Christ we are governed by the Holy Scriptures.

The Presbytery of South Louisiana is an ecclesiastical body. The form we have ta
is as a subordinate governing body of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This is what w
It is how we are seen by Churches and other denominations and organizations. As a gove
body of PCUSA we are governed by the Book of Order.

The Presbytery of South Louisiana is a corporate body. The form we have taken is as a
Louisiana non-profit corporation chartered in 1973 and domiciled in East Baton Rouge Parish.
This is where we are and when we were formed. It is how we are seen by business and
government. As a corporate body we are governed by the laws of the United States of
America and the State of Louisiana, and by the ordinances of East Baton Rouge Parish and the
City of Baton Rouge.

The Presbytery of South Louisiana operates simultaneously as a part of the Body of
Christ, an ecclesiastical body, and a corporate body. With whom we interact determines the
“face” that is seen. However, in everything we do, from the most routine administrative detail
to broad ministries to the most extensive mission, we represent and serve as all three bodies.

The Presbytery of South Louisiana is an active Partner in Christ’s Service.

More from other “Partners in Christ’s Service”
as their reports arrive.
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young adult volunteers

It has been a summer of celebration for the Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) Program! We cele-
brated a successful year of service and community at Lakeview Presbyterian Church to honor
the many hands and hearts who have helped provide support and guidance to our Class of
2011 YAVs.

Our YAVs: Evan Ponder, Lauren Rampy, Emma Wood, Katie Turpen, Tasha Nickler & Maegen
Norman
Our Mentors: Karen Eigenbrod, Dick Krajeski, Jeannette Hew, Catina Batiste, Shirley Higgins &
Sue Larue
Our site placement supervisors:

Rev. Ron Sutto & Gwen Patterson — Faith Presbyterian Church

Rev. Jayne Ruiz — First Presbyterian Church

Kevin Krejci & Kathleen Patton — Project Homecoming

Rev. Jennie Thomas & Sherryl Adkins — Ochsner Health System

Rev. Claire Brooks — Chinese Presbyterian Church

Rev. Kristina Peterson — C.H.A.R.T. & First Presbyterian Church of Bayou Blue
Our YAV Committee Members: Ford Dieth, Jennie Thomas, Claire Brooks, Alicia Weber & Ja-
son Ferris

Thank you to so many others whose prayers, words of encouragement & hospitality have reflected God’s
grace and love to our YAVs!

A new class of YAVs has arrived and are preparing for a great year of service! We are seeking
YAV Community Day service opportunities across the presbytery. If there are outreach
ministries for our YAVs to plug into in your area, please contact me: Kathy@pslrecovery.org

Our presbytery will be welcoming and commissioning the Class of 2012 YAVs at the October
Presbytery Meeting. You can stay updated with our YAVs and the program more regularly
through our...

Blog: www.pslyav.wordpress.com

Facebook Group: Presbytery of South Louisiana Young Adult Volunteers
Peace be with you,
Kathy Lee, Site Coordinator



http://www.pslyav.wordpress.com

PUMPKI N PATCH AT

This October First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans will host its annual Pumpkin Patch.
100% of the proceeds will benefit the Project of Hope. This ministry for the homeless is a
partnership with local Presbyterian Churches to respond to the variety of needs of people
who are without permanent housing. The ministry creates a welcoming and nurturing envi-
ronment to assist with housing vouchers, clothing, counseling, spiritual needs, healing, food,
employment assistance, shelter, moving, and much, much more. We are reaching out to
our partnership of Churches to assist us in the planning and promoting of this years patch.
We are looking for individuals who can help in the following areas:

Building Community Partnerships - reaching out to area businesses for donations and/or
support of the patch.

Public Relations - this will include marketing our patch.

Organizing Special Events - we have lots of ideas here, we just need the right people to
help keep things organized.

Scheduling of Volunteers - we are hoping to recruit at least two people to keep the sched-
ule of volunteers who will be working the patch as well as making reminder calls the day be-

fore a person is sgheduled to work the patch.

Decorations - we would love to have some
people get creative with our patch decora-
tions as well as setting up photo op areas
around the patch

Organizing School Programs - we need a
liaison to work with the schools who visit our
patch every year on field trips.

Please help us to help the homeless!

If you can help in any of these areas or just
want to get involved, please join us for our
next meeting on Tuesday September 6" at
7:00pm in the Conference Room at First
Presbyterian Church of New Orleans at 5401
S. Claiborne Ave.

For more information call 866-7409.
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http://www.sulphurchurch.org

WHERE IN THE TREASURY IS
BENJAMIN?
(Episode 9)

(Fade in from black)

It sure is quiet here,
Benjamin thinks as he finds a
place the Operating Reserve
" Fund. Not many of my cous-
ins here, he notes. Then Ben-
jamin remembers, PSL has ex-
hausted its operating reserves
by having to fund deficit budg-
ets for the past several years.
Now the Operating Reserve
Fund is only a minimal prudent
reserve

Looking in nearby are-
as Benjamin sees several of his
cousins — well from the looks
of them they are really his fa-
ther’s and grandfather’s cous-
ins. There are many of these
older bills and they are huddled
in groups. He also sees several
little cousins who seem to have
recently arrived. A few of the-
se little cousins turn into the
Operating Reserve Fund area.

Benjamin approaches
one of the older bills. “How
long you been here?”

“Since the 30’s, young
fella. Me and my buddies here
can’t leave though. Them
young whipper snappers over
there are our offspring. They
can leave if they get special
permission.”

“How about you guys?”
Benjamin asks a few of the
younger groups.

“Bout 20 years.” “30
for us.” “10 here.” Other
groups nod.

Where in the Treasury
is Benjamin? Pretty descrip-
tive of the PSL Saving and In-

vestment Accounts where re-
serves and restricted/
designated funds are kept.
These are interest bearing ac-
counts. Some of these funds
came from bequests, others
from specific donations, a few
from designated fund raising,
and others from sale of certain
assets. There are restrictions
on use and investment, and
other specified terms and con-
ditions for each. The unfortu-
nate fact is that the current eco-
nomic environment limits the
interest generated by these
funds.

Benjamin understands
better the load on Per Capita
and Shared Mission contribu-
tions. Although there are some
significant amounts invested,
only the meager interest and
limited amounts of principal
are available for use and these
for specific purposes which are
not included in PSL’s annual
budget. So keeping the doors
of Presbytery open falls totally
on the shoulders of Per Capita
and Shared Mission.

“Hey, Ben, where are
you buddy?” Jay is calling.

“Right here,” shouts
Benjamin as he arches his back
and smoothes out a few wrin-
kles.

Pl ease
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Prayer s

The family of Rupert Turner, Rupert
lost his battle with Cancer.

The Rev. Ron Sutto, as he works
tirelessly for PSL as the Interim
General Presbyter and the Stated
Clerk

The family of Rev. Dr. Bob Milton
Home . Rev. Home passed away in
August.

Rev. Ed and Norean Carver. Norean
is dealing with health issues.

Catherine Hackney, as she recovers
from surgery

Everyone struck by Hurricane Irene.

Elder E. Ann Earnest as she deals
with a Cancer diagnoses

For PSL. May we stay out of harms
way through the end of hurricane
season



